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(Note:  Normally you see Dick Counts’ article here.  After Dick’s “retirement” resignation last month, Jim 
Biles is filling Dick’s role until the formal election of officers.) 
 

I’m mindful that many of our members have only recently joined ETBA or just don’t have visibility into  
the workings of the organization.  So the presentation and discussions during the March meeting about 
Dick Counts and his contributions may not fully resonate with some.  After I was elected ETBA Vice    
President last year, I had the opportunity to spend a lot of time  working with Dick on various initiatives 
he had underway.  Here are a couple of examples that will give you a better sense of his commitment  and 
energy in promoting ETBA and beekeeping in general over the last several decades. 
 

Last month Dick and I met with representatives of the Tyler Rose Garden and the City of Tyler to discuss 
installing an observation hive at the Rose Garden.  This is a project that Dick proposed and got underway 
last year.  It sounds simple, doesn’t it…..put an observation hive somewhere in the Garden for visitors to 
see?  Actually it’s much more complicated than it sounds.  The observation hive will be constructed by 
Dick (ETBA), located in the Rose Garden, funded by the Keep Tyler Beautiful group (both the Rose        
Garden and Keep Tyler Beautiful are different groups within the Tyler Parks and Recreation Department), 
with the structure around the hive constructed by the Boy Scouts (an Eagle Scout project).  Although     
supported by the Rose Garden, there are significant limitations in that the Garden is a Tyler historical     
location and there can be no change that impacts the overall look and feel of the gardens.  Dick has been 
able to navigate through and around the interests of the various groups involved, with bees in place for  
the public to view expected by late April.  This will be another in a line of about a dozen observation hives 
that Dick has built and located in East Texas.   
 

Last year Dick also introduced me to the workings of the ETBA booth at the East Texas State Fair.  There’s 
not enough room here to detail all of the things that are required to make this happen.  Coordination and 
planning with the fair management, coordination with ETBA members, and direct participation at the 
booth is a very significant time commitment.  In fact, it’s safe to say that Dick put in 200-300 hours making 
sure that the ETBA booth was set up, manned, and effective.  And thousands came by the booth to learn 
more about honey bees.  And ETBA members were able to sell honey.  And Dick has been doing this for 
many years!   ….. Story continued on page 3 
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April is the month when nectar is becoming readily available for bees to collect.  Check the 
top bars of your hive to see if white wax is showing.  Add at least one super to any hive with 
considerable white wax buildup on the top bars.  If you do not have any drawn comb for your 
honey supers, you can get the bees to begin building wax on the plastic foundation faster by 
not installing a queen excluder right away.  After the bees begin to draw the foundation,  
check carefully to locate the queen before installing the excluder.  You do not want to trap  

her above the excluder.  Check the super about five days later for the presence of eggs and larvae.   
 

If you find evidence that the queen is “upstairs” in the super, remove the excluder and smoke her back    
into the brood boxes.  Pull off the excluder and set the super back on the hive.  Smoke the super for one   
or two minutes and then wait another couple minutes for the smoke to move the queen down into the brood 
box.  Reinstall the excluder and the super.  Any eggs or brood in the super will hatch and the bees will use   
those cells to store honey. 
 

April will also see an increase in swarms.  Make a practice to look around your apiary upon arrival for 
swarms, high, low and even on the ground.  
If you have ordered packages and have no experience installing them, I suggest that you check out some 
of the methods of installing packages before yours arrives.  There are numerous tutorials and videos on  
the Internet covering the various techniques used to “hive” a new package.  
  
Before your package arrives, select your hive location, prepare your hive to receive bees, and have liquid 
feed ready for use.  When the package arrives, have a spray bottle ready to spray a light sugar/water      
solution on the bees.  Place the package in a cool, dark place until later in the day.  Installations in the 
evening (but before dark) tend to have less drifting of bees than those done in the middle of the day.   
 

Make room for you to work in the brood box by removing five of the frames and laying them beside the  
hive body.  Remove the queen cage from the shipping container (cover the hole to keep the bees confined)   
and suspend the queen cage from the top of a frame.  Shake a double handful of bees on the area over  
the queen cage.  Shake the rest of the bees into the area of hive where you removed the five frames.                     
 

Get as many bees as possible out of the container before you place it on the ground at the hive entrance. 
Replace the five removed frames.  Because of the queen cage, you may not have room to get them all in 
place.  You can add the last one after the queen cage is removed.  Place the frames gently in the hive on 
top of the pile of bees on the bottom board.  As the bees move out from under the frame, it will slowly     
settle in place on the frame rests.  After all of the frames are settled, add the top cover and liquid feed in a  
Boardman feeder.  Finally, install an entrance reducer.  The entrance should be reduced to about a half 
inch to help protect the new colony. 
 

In five days, check to see that the queen has been released from her cage.  If so, remove the queen cage 
and add the tenth frame if you could not get it in before.  Use the minimum amount smoke while doing this.  
Check the hive again in ten days to make sure the colony is settled and happy.  Feed 2-to-1 sugar syrup 
until the bees have drawn at least eight frames of wax.   
 

If you plan to make the hive a double brood, you can now add the second brood box.  Continue to feed   
until the bees have drawn at least eight frames in the second box. 
 

If the honey flow is still on, you could add a super and queen excluder.  Do not continue to feed sugar    
syrup if you have supers on the hive because the bees will probably store it and you will end up with   
“sugar-water honey”. 

 
~ Mr. Brantley 

 

The Got Questions? 

The group will be open 6:00-6:30 before the meeting. Join us if you are a new beekeeper or have some beekeeping questions.  
If you have not joined us before, ask someone to point you to the Got Questions? Room. We will try to help you find some answers. 
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 F.Y.I.   F.Y.I.   F.Y.I.   F.Y.I.   by Meagan Elzner    

The April 2020 Program…… 

 
 

Due to the health risks to our members and their families from the Corona Virus (Covid-19)                                

April’s meeting is cancelled. 
 

I am going to try to reschedule our April speaker, Texas Honey Queen; Virginia Allen                       

for a later date this year.  

 

In May, we will host our Annual ETBA auction to benefit the Queen/Ambassador Program. 

Please bring items you would like to donate for this wonderful cause.  

 

I hope your family, friends and co-workers are staying well and you are able to enjoy  

this distance by spending more time in your bee yard. 

See you May ! 

Meagan Elzner, Program Director 

 

 

 

… Continued from front page story …. 

 

Dick was instrumental in lining up a significant contribution from Covia a couple of meetings ago, 

he’s been interviewed on various occasions by Tyler television and newspaper media, set up and 

managed the Texas Eastman sponsorship, he’s defended the honey bee in various forums (such as 

when the county proposed herbicide treatment of roadsides), he’s the first point of contact for many 

who reach out to ETBA with swarm reports or other issues/questions, he’s taught new beekeepers 

and made his workshop and equipment available for extracting honey…….and much more that most 

people don’t know about.  It’s also safe to say that without the efforts of Dick and a few others to 

create and maintain the ETBA, we wouldn’t have this group today. 

 

Hopefully you now have a better sense of Dick’s energy and commitment that we honored in March.  

When you have a chance, please take time to personally thank Dick for his efforts and congratulate 

him on a job well done!   
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For our new beekeepers, this month is when your new bees are getting started.  When you      

purchase a “nuc”, you are purchasing a small nucleus colony with a new queen.  Beekeepers   

selling nucs are extremely busy this month splitting hives, raising new queens and getting your 

nuc established.  It won’t be ready to pick up until mid to late April because the seller will      

ensure it is established and the new queen is laying well.  When I was waiting for my new bees, I was so  

impatient…especially as I saw everything blooming, but it is worth the wait.  I promise. 

While you are waiting, you should make sure you have an apiary location selected and prepared.  All the 

beekeeping books are written by people above the Mason-Dixon Line and their recommendations differ 

from the South.  Why?  The small hive beetle (SHB).  They recommend some afternoon shade which  

sounds wonderful to Texans.  However, this can encourage SHB.  I recommend full sun.  The bees can   

handle full sun better than the small hive beetle.  You should also consider how you can control grass and 

weeds around your hives.  Mowing or utilizing a weed-eater around your hives will aggravate the bees.       

In fact, please mow or weed-eat in your bee-suit to avoid painful stings.  If you can put something down to  

discourage the grass, it is all the better.  The black landscape plastic, old shingles, mulch, rock…there are 

many options.  If you don’t, another option is to mix up a natural weed killer solution (salt/vinegar/Dawn 

mixture) in a (one) 1-gallon sprayer and spray the grass around the hives weekly until under control.          

To mix, add ½ gallon of white vinegar, ½ cup of table salt and a tablespoon of Dawn.  You can also take  

this time before the bees arrive to put out ant killer (granular) all around the area. 

When you get the call that your bees are ready to pick up, make sure you are  prepared.                            

First, anyone going with you needs to have a bee-suit.  Don’t take   anyone that 

won’t be protected.  Bees will be active in the yard and a friend/child getting 

stung will take the joy from the day.  Also, take a pick-up truck.  I’m sure you 

have a friend that has a pickup you can borrow if you don’t have one.             

DO NOT show up in a car or minivan and think they can ride home with you.   

A few might get out and it is not safe to drive with live bees flying around    

your head.  Each hive should be closed, and lid, box and bottom held together 

with a ratchet strap.  Bring one if you aren’t buying one from the beekeeper. 

Each beekeeper that sells bees has their rules about pick-up.     

   Read them and obey as they have these rules for a reason!   

When you get home and carry the hive to your new apiary site, you can open the front just a bit and let the 

bees get oriented to their new home.  It is best if you wait a week before launching into your first hive       

inspection.  But you can walk out to the apiary site and stand 6-8 feet away (off to the side) and watch the 

traffic coming and going from the hive.  I’ve spent many an hour watching my hives.  It is fun to see what 

color pollen and how much they are bringing into the hive.  Some won’t have pollen -those bees will be    

carrying nectar! 

I already miss our fellowship but hope you are staying healthy.  I’m praying for a “flattened curve” and     

resuming normal activities soon.   

God Bless!  Stay safe! 

All the best and we will see you at the May meeting. 

         ~ Melissa Maeker, President; ETBA 

 

Tri
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2020 ETBA Ambassador ~ Carolyne Savage 

Pollination : Up Close and Personal 
 

I’ve always liked flowers.  I went through a master gardener class that I discovered a zeal for plant 

life.  Even though I’ve discovered this passion; many of my friends don’t really know about it.  It’s not a 

secret, I love plants!  I’m especially intrigued by how plants make more plants.  The reproduction of 

these species and a pollinator’s role in it the processes, is a  fascinating subject to study. 
 

 

 

 
 

In order to understand the importance of honey bees in this 

natural process,  one must first understand the specific role of a flower in the reproduction of plants.  

Basic reproductive portions of a flower are separated into male and female parts.  Male parts are called 

Stamens, and are composed of an anther and filament.  Anthers produce pollen which contains the   

genetic material of the plant, while filaments support the anthers.  The female part of the flower is more 

much more  complex than its counterpart, simply because there is more involved in this half of the 

equation.  The Carpel, or pistil, contains the stigma, style, and ovary.  The stigma produces a sticky  

substance to catch pollen and the style connects the ovary to the stigma.                                              

The ovary contains ovules, where seeds develop.   

Pollination occurs when pollen is transferred from the anthers to the carpel of    

flowering plants.  Once contacted with the stigma, the pollen begins to form a path 

through the style to the ovary.  One thing unique about the reproductive system of 

these organisms is the need for two pollen grains instead of one.  One grain will fuse 

with a female cell to form the fruit, while the other will combine with another        

female cell and become a food source for the developing produce.                                  

This is known as double fertilization.   

With all that said, it seems like nature has everything covered when it comes to the development of 

fruits and vegetables, so where do honey bees fit in?  As it turns out, many plants are not self-fertile.  

They might not accept the pollen they produce, only have male or female blooms, or the two kinds of 

flowers develop at different times.  Due to this, flora such as apples & sweet cherries are in fact, self-

incompatible and need another plant for pollination services.  Honey bees are an effective means for 

the transportation of pollen between individual plants.  While visiting a flower, pollen clings to small 

hairs on the bee’s body.  Moving around a bloom causes the insect to brush against the stigma of the 

flower, depositing pollen.  This is how cross-pollination occurs.  Cross-pollinated crops tend to be 

healthier for the plant as greater genetic diversity leads to stronger seeds and higher disease resistance.    

Flowering plants and honey bees were created to work together in perfect harmony     

to insure the survival of both organisms.  Losing one of these systems would lead to    

the demise of the other.  Through beekeeping efforts, people have been able to 

strengthen and increase honey bee colonies, helping many food crops in the process 

and leading to a better and brighter future for both wildlife and humans.  
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…from the Editor 

Springtime n’ Honeybees
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