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August Report by Dick Counts 
 

It is almost August already.  That means the honey flow is over, it is hot and dry, and the beetles 
will be active.  There will be little to forage, so activity in our hives will ramp down.  Check too for 
mites and beetles and treat as needed.  Also, check your hives for stores if you have pulled and 
extracted honey. Make sure they have plenty of water; they will use a lot of it during these hot 
days. 
 

Given all the spring and early summer rain and heavy plant growth, I expected to see a good 
honey crop.  However, based on what I saw beekeepers bring to my honey house for extraction, 
it seems most did not have a good honey crop. 
 

Since it is almost August, it is time to start talking about ETBA and our booth at the Tyler’s East 
Texas State Fair.  The Fair will run September 20th through September 29th.   I have some          
preliminary information from the Fair staff about the schedules but will be receiving more definite 
information soon.  Based on what I know at this time, we plan to set up the ETBA booth on  
September 17 and 18.   That is a Tuesday and Wednesday.  The Fair will open for the public on 
Friday September 20.  I am yet not sure of the dates for the school and kids tours.   
 

I will soon be making a schedule of our booth activities and work with club members to make 
sure we have some beekeepers at our booth at all times.  We will especially need some help on 
the kid’s tour days.  It is always fun to work at the ETBA Booth.  It is a big hit with kids and 
adults alike.  You get to meet a lot of interesting people; many will want to tell you how their 
grandpa used to have bees.  Kids will be attracted to the observation hive and want to see the 
queen.  Please plan on volunteering with us.  You do not have to be an expert beekeeper, even 
new and novice beekeepers will have a good time. 
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August normally is a hot and dry month with “Dog Days” plaguing us most of the time. 
There will be little for the bees to work unless they find plants blooming in the woods 
and creek bottoms where some moisture and shade keeps some blossoms going.    
Bitter Weeds will become very noticeable in the fields and along the roadsides.     
Hopefully, you completed extracting before they began to bloom. 

 

With extraction completed, you have to decide how to store your supers. Remember honey       
supers that have not had any brood reared in them and therefore do not have any honey bee    
cocoons present, are not really interesting to the wax moth. However, you still cannot store       
extracted supers off the hive without providing wax moth protection. If you have a few hives with 
two or three supers on each, you may decide to return the extracted supers to the hive for storage 
and to be protected by the bees from the ever present wax moth.   
 

The approved “off-hive” storage method is to stack supers in a cool dry location under paramoth 
crystals. I prefer to start with a Telescoping Outer Cover upside-down on the floor. Line it with 
several thicknesses of newspaper. Stack supers two-or-three high on the newspaper. Place an 
approximately 8x8 inch sheet of paper on the top super and add ¼ cup of paramoth crystals.  

Make sure to use the ParaDicloroBenzene paramoth crystals  
– DO NOT USE NAPTHA MOTH CRYSTALS.   

 

You can add another stack of two or three supers, followed by another paper with paramoth crystals, if 
you wish, or start another stack. Cover the top of the stack with another Outer Cover. The paramoth   
crystals will vaporize and permeate the stack of supers from the top down, repelling wax moths. They   
vaporize faster in hotter weather. Periodically check the amount of crystals remaining and add more, as 
needed. 
 

The beekeepers activities in the beeyard are now focused on helping the bees weather the hot dry     
summer dearth period. Be aware that your bees may be cranky and bad tempered during the summer 
dearth.  Use caution when working in the apiary and wear protection to reduce stinging incidents. Make 
sure fresh water is readily available. Your bee’s water intake will increase as they use evaporation to help 
cool the hive. Ventilate the hive by sliding the Outer Cover back and resting it on the edge of the Inner 
Cover.  
 

Make sure there are remaining stores in the hive, especially if you extracted most of the honey. There 
may be little or no honey in the brood chambers. Determine your hive’s condition by inspecting frames 
from the brood chambers. If you are pressed for time, you can feel the hive’s weight by lifting the back 
edge using the ‘two-fingered lift” technique. Just make sure the boxes are not stuck together when you try 
the lifting the edge. If the hive is light or you do not see very much stores in the brood frames, consider 
feeding with 2:1 syrup. 
 

It is also time to do a mite count. According to all published literature, mites must be controlled to prevent 
the hive from collapsing. To do a mite count, you will need a plastic dishpan, a ½ cup measuring cup, 
some powdered sugar and a wide-mouthed jar with 1/8-inch hardware cloth replacing the solid lid. Pull a 
frame containing open brood and shake the attending nurse bees into the dishpan. Scoop up ½ cup of 
bees and pour them in the jar and cover with the hardware cloth lid. Dump the rest of the bees back into 
the hive. Add a spoonful of powdered sugar through the hardware cloth lid.  Roll or shake the jar in your 
hands for 90 seconds. Let the jar sit while you replace the frames back into the hive.  Now, pour the   
powdered sugar through the hardware cloth into the bottom of the dishpan, shaking the jar to be sure all 
of the mites have been dislodged.  Add some water to the pan to dissolve the sugar and count 
the mites.  Since your ½ cup of bees was about 300 bees, divide your mite count by three to 
get the count per hundred bees.  If there are three or more mites per hundred bees, consider 
treating your hive. 



 

2019 Club President ~ Melissa Maeker 
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Greetings fellow beekeepers! 
 

I am so thankful for our great presentation on Varroa mite control last month.  I’m looking 

for a cooler week (90 degrees or less) so I can treat my hives for Varroa mites. I’ve spent 
the last several weeks cleaning up from the honey harvest and sorting through supplies.  

My girls did a great job this year.  I’m hoping you are pleased with your harvest as well. 
 

The East Texas Fair will start on September 20th (a Friday) and run for 10 days.  The building where we 

have our booth is open from 9am to 9pm.  During the week, school kids visit in the morning ( 9am to 

noon) and this offers a great opportunity to teach a lot of children about honeybees.  And of course, this 

is our biggest chance to interact with the community to educate and inspire.  We need volunteers!  

Please consider helping this year.  Many hands make much easier work and we need you. 

Also, Jim Biles will be sharing information on honey label requirements soon.  If you wish to have your 

honey sold at the fair, each bottle needs to be labeled appropriately.  Jim is happy to answer any    

questions you have regarding the requirements.   

        Happy Beekeeping!  ~ Melissa Maeker 

The August Program………….. 
 

 This month our speaker will be Rachel Payne 

The topic of his presentation will be “Bee Math”  
 

Rachel is the Pineywoods Beekeeping Association Newsletter Editor. She will combine two of her favorite topics - 

bees and math. You know bees build hexagonal cells, but do you know why that’s the best shape? Have you ever 

looked at a drone’s family tree and noticed anything special? Did you know that foraging behavior and internet   

server allocation have something (actually, a LOT) in common? Beauty and the Bees : Mathematics in the Apiary 

will show you some fascinating connections between an oft-feared subject and much-loved insect. Rachel is a rare 

cancer survivor and enjoys homeschooling her kids and tending to her 20 hive apiary just east of Nacogdoches.  

We look forward to Rachel’s presentation! 

 
 

Michelle’s website can be found at  http://busybeeapiary.net/  
 

 

 

F.Y.I.   F.Y.I.   F.Y.I.   F.Y.I.   by Meagan Elzner    

ELZNER FARMS, LLC ~ WE SELL BEES! 
New Summerfield, Texas 

www.elznerfarms.com or elznerfarms@gmail.com 
We offer pure, raw, local honey & bees to our surrounding communities. 

 

~ Meagan and Isaac Elzner ~ 

See you there! 

Meagan, Program Director 



 

Coloring fun for the children &  young beekeepers  


