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Due to the Corona virus, this month’s club meeting will be broadcasted live 

on Zoom. Meagan will be giving a presentation on how to test your hive for 

Varroa mites, and after, we will have open Question & Answer with Eddie 

Collins. Hope you can join us for this web meeting.  
 

Please follow the link below, and enter the meeting ID and the 

Passcode. The meeting will begin promptly at 6:30 pm on Thursday, 

August 6th, 2020. 
 

Please join us for this Zoom meeting with your computer or cell phone: you 

will need internet access. 
 

Below is the CLICKABLE LINK. 
 

https://us04web.zoom.us/j/78091465354?pwd=WmF5VnNuUTVzUjNhVVFyZzIzUnkvQT09  

 

You may need to download the app to launch the meeting, OR select the link at the   

bottom of the Zoom page to download and run Zoom Video Communications, you will 

be prompted; Select Run, then it will ask if you want to allow the app to make changes 

to your computer. Select NO, and the program will open asking for the passcode         

information for ETBA August Meeting.  
 

Meeting ID: 780 9146 5354     Passcode: C5FiZH 
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July was the end of  the major honey flow. I always encourage new beekeepers to pull at least 
one frame of capped honey to find out what beekeeping is all about. Until you have    experi-
enced it, you will not understand how great it is to taste that first sample of honey from your own 
hive, produced by the bees you have been caring for. You will never taste honey that sweet and 
wonderful again. . 
 

Now is also the time to check your hives, do a mite check and reduce the entrance on any weaker hives.  
This will help the hive guard against robbing and predators.  Hives with large populations may be vented to 
help dissipate heat by slipping the telescoping cover toward the rear of the hive and resting the cover on 
the lip of the inner cover.  This allows air to be drawn in the front entrance and out the vent top. 
 

If you started new colonies in the spring, check them for room to grow.  If necessary, add another brood 
box or move a NUC to a full-sized box. Splits can still be made if there are mated queens or queen cells 
available to put in them.  If you want the split to make their own queen, there must be a plentiful supply of 
drones still in the hive.  A shortage of drones could result in the virgin queen not mating properly, causing 
the split to fail quickly or to die during the winter.  Splits should be fed with 2:1 sugar syrup to assure      
continued growth during the hot and dry weather ahead. 
 

Check hives for beetles and add beetle traps of your choice to keep them under control.  
 

Now that August is here, and being the hottest and driest month in most parts of Texas, there will be very 
little for the bees to forage so feeding may be necessary.  If you need the bees to draw new wax, you will 
need to provide a continuous supply of sugar water to encourage then to draw that beautiful white comb 
you expect.  In the event they draw good amounts of comb, don’t be surprised if they begin to store some 
of the sugar water.  Do not think your bees have found a mother lode of nectar and extract this for honey.  
 

With the dearth, bees will probably become very cranky and readily sting at the least disturbance you make 
while trying to check a hive.  Be prepared with a well-lit smoker before you attempt any kind of inspection.   
Bees will need large quantities of water to help cool the hive.  Bearding will continue to increase as the end 
of the day approaches.  You can help ventilate the hive by slipping the telescoping cover back on the hive 
and allowing the front edge to rest on the edge of the inner cover.  In the event of a rain shower, this will let 
the water run off the back of the cover instead of flooding the landing board.  
 

Continue to extract honey during August.  Most honey now in the frames has been processed to bring the 
moisture level below 18% to prevent fermentation.  Once supers are extracted, you can place them outside 
away from your extracting area for the bees to clean up the remaining honey.  I personally like to put the 
supers back on the hives for the bees to do the cleanup job.  Supers should be returned to the hives late in 
the day to help control the desire for robbing the neighbor’s hive.   
 

Hives with three or four supers can be reduced to one super above the brood chamber after the bees have 
cleaned them. Store the supers in a cool dry place.  Place a telescoping cover or several layers of       
newspapers on the floor and stack the supers. On top of the third super, place an 8” x 8” piece of paper and 
pour ¼ cup of paramoth crystal on it.  Continue to stack supers and paramoth crystals up to ten supers 
high.  On the top super, add another 8” x 8” paper with ½ cup of paramoth crystals, and cover.  Paramoth 
evaporates so don’t forget to monitor the stack and replenish the crystals as needed.  
 

Hive beetles are very active during this time of year. Their activity can produce an unusual situation in your 
hive.  If you see a hive that is covered on the front and both sides with bees, it may be more than hot 
weather bearding.  One factor causing this behavior is the hive has been slimed by beetles.  The queen 
has not yet become light enough to fly and that is the only reason they are still on the hive.  If you wish to 
try to save this mass of bees, you can try to capture the queen and move her to a clean hive.  Prepare the 
clean hive with a couple frames of brood from anther healthy hive and additional frames to fill the box.     
Locate the queen, catch and confine her to a queen cage. Place her in the clean hive.  Brush the clustered 
bees onto the clean hive landing board and they will stay as long as the queen is confined.  Disassemble 
the slimed hive and wash the frames under running water. Put them in bags and freeze for at least 36 hrs. 
It is possible to use them again. Good luck!!!  This is an unpleasant and not always successful task. 
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 F.Y.I.   F.Y.I.   F.Y.I.   F.Y.I.   by Meagan Elzner    

The August 2020 Program…… 

 

Due to COVID and United Methodist Church being closed until further notice... 

 
 

This month’s meeting will be live online through ZOOM. I will be doing a presentation on how to 

test your hives for Varroa Mites, and Eddie Collins will follow that with an open question and          

answers. Please join us for this web meeting. Details are available on the front page of this newsletter. 

Hope you can join us! 

Take Care and Please Stay Safe 

Meagan Elzner, Program Director 

 

 

In the interest of staying ahead of our bees, now is the time to consider mite control.   

As your queen(s) see the end of the nectar flow and significantly reduces brood            

production, your bee population will drop sharply.  The mite count, however, will        

continue to increase for the next 1-2 months.  This has the potential to overwhelm your hives with 

mites.  Please take a little time and test your mite counts.   If you didn’t see previous ETBA     

presentations on mite control, you should download the Tools for Varroa Management document 

from honeybeehealthcoalition.org.  This describes in detail the testing and control methods.  The  

survival of your hives likely depends on taking the time to protect your bees from mites. 
 

I’d like to say that we see clear sailing ahead for renewal of the normal ETBA schedule.  Frankly,  

this depends on the evolution of virus spread and the government reaction.  This is about the time we 

normally start planning for our booth at the East Texas State Fair.  While the Fair staff is working  

toward having the Fair in the Fall as planned, we are realistic that the Fair could be changed this 

year…..i.e. modified, re-scheduled, or cancelled.  We’ll be passing along information as we know 

more.  In the meantime, please contact any of the officers if you have questions, problems, or  

suggestions. 

    

  This is our ETBA Scholarship student;  

  Andy  Graves. 

 

   Here, he is learning how to do a mite test  

  (alcohol wash) on his bee hive. He is a quick 

  learner and we are very proud of Andy! 

ETBA Vice-President; Jim Biles 
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Greetings fellow beekeepers! 

Summer is here and with it, the very hot days and lack of pollen and nectar sources. 

You should help by supplementing your bees with sugar water. I have seen a lot of 

new beekeepers on Facebook concerned about all the bees hanging out on the front 

entrance of their hive.  They are usually afraid the bees are going to swarm or leave.                   

However, this is called “bearding”.    

A beehive generates a lot of heat.  These bees are 

“sitting on the front porch” so to speak to assist 

cooling the hive.  Other bees are likely recruited 

to fetch water.  Bees put water in the honeycomb 

then fan to assist cooling the hive.  Aren’t bees 

amazing?  In the late afternoon, you will regularly 

see bees “bearding” on the front of the hive.  

Don’t worry.  This is very normal behavior on a 

hot summer day. 

 

Keep an eye on your honey supers.  Most people may still be extracting or already have.               

Remember, you want at least 80% of your frames to be capped.  That is your signal that the honey is 

ready.  Make sure you extract before the goldenrod blooms as it gives the honey a very strong taste. 

I extracted mid-July and was happily overwhelmed with more honey than expected.  I am very 

pleased with  this year’s honey harvest. 

Remember that if you are a member of the club, Dick Counts has extracting equipment that he will 

let you use at his honey house.  Go review my article from June for the rules and specifics.  Yes, 

there are rules.  I still take my supers to Dick’s house.  We are so fortunate to have this opportunity 

in our club.  Thanks Dick! 

If you are like me, you are eager to return to a regular ETBA meeting.  However, the church leaders 

have not opened the church for any meetings.  Governor Abbott allows meetings but there are    

number caps and safety considerations to observe.  We will hold an August meeting on-line through 

Zoom.  An e-mail was sent out with the link and password.  It will be a relatively short meeting but 

Eddie Collins will host a short question and answer section so think of some questions to type into 

the chat box. 

       Stay safe and God bless you!   

        ~ Melissa Maeker, President; ETBA 
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What is made in a hive, can be dark in color, and is sticky?  

The answer is propolis.  

Propolis is a resinous mixture made from the sap of trees and other plants. Propolis is a mystery 

to those who study it. From what scientists can tell, propolis is forty to sixty percent beeswax and contains an un-

known substance. Coming from the Latin, “Propolis” means: “Before the city” or “In protection of the city.” The 

ancients noticed how honey bees used propolis as a natural entrance reducer and disease preventative. Propolis is the 

"everything-but-the-kitchen sink” of substances made by honey bees. Made up of over fifty different constituents 

with three hundred plus compounds, this stuff is packed full of antioxidants, antimicrobials, and other super-helpful  

ingredients.  

The nature of propolis is what makes it so valuable to honey bees. Due to its tacky characteristics, propolis 

has the function of securing hive components together, giving it the nickname “Bee glue.” Any space smaller than 

six millimeters will be stuck in place with this substance. Another big responsibility propolis carries is to reduce  

disease in the hive. If a small animal were to find its way into the nest and die, all sorts of bacteria would be         

introduced into the area, exposing the colony to pathogens, and increasing the mortality rate in the hive. However,  

honey bees cover the bacterial host with propolis, making the organism completely mummified and protecting the 

population from illness.  

Humans have understood how valuable this substance is for thousands of years. The ancient Egyptians used 

propolis to preserve the bodies of their dead, while the Assyrians used the same  material to fight infections and   

promote healing. If ancient Greeks suffered from abscesses, the best medical professionals of the day would        

recommend propolis to clean and heal the area.  

The wide-spread use of natural substances in the medical field has faded into the background to make way 

for modern practice. However, that does not change the fact that some of these remedies are pure gold as healing 

agents. There is a perfect example in propolis. Laden with antioxidants and antimicrobials, propolis is a highly     

affective and fast-working topical treatment for scrapes and cuts. Some people will pack this substance in a sore 

tooth to relieve the pain and speed healing. Additionally, propolis increases natural disease resistance, and may even 

help protect the liver.  

From slightly annoying glue, to super hero healing agent, propolis has quite the range of talents, the most 

infamous is to secure and seal hive components and small spaces. But propolis is so much more than that. The     

ancients saw the medicinal value in this substance long ago, and used it to treat a wide variety of maladies. From 

tumors to small cuts, propolis has been used to heal and sterilize many ailments. People today are still using propolis 

in the same ways as our ancestors did, as a topical antiseptic and healing salve. Honey bees do not invent anything 

of waste, and beekeepers should look at propolis as a resourceful and valuable 

substance to both insects and humans alike.                                                                                              

(The following is a propolis recipe from Bee culture)  

Propolis Tincture: Mix two parts propolis by weight to nine parts of clear grain alcohol, by weight (we use 

75 proof or higher vodka, or Everclear) (Do not use ethanol alcohol – it is poisonous!). Mix together in a lidded  

container, such as a canning jar. Shake. Store in a dark place. Shake two to three times a day for one to two weeks. 

Strain through a cheesecloth or   paper coffee filter, and store in a dark place or in a dark jar. You can collect and 

store the propolis left in the filter, as it may be reused for another tincture or oil (store in the fridge or freezer). Keep 

in an amber dropper bottle, and store in your medicine or kitchen cabinet.  

Herbal Mouthwash: Use this as a rinse after brushing at night, and keep the dentist away!  

3/4 cup water ,  1/4 cup vodka , 2 dropperfuls calendula tincture ,  2 dropperfuls Echinacea root tincture ,        

 1 dropperfuls myrrh tincture ,  2 dropperfuls propolis tincture ,  1 drop peppermint or spearmint essential oil  

~ Carolyne Savage 
Your Fellow Beekeeper and Friend, 
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Hello, fellow beekeepers! It is the honey season. We at CNC Honey Farms have been pulling honey 

this last week, and boy was it hot in that bee suit. I have had an exciting month and learned many 

new things about hive tools, the challenges of beekeeping, and how God loves to see if we are paying 

attention.  

I know many people have joked about the many uses of hive tools, but I discovered a new one this 

month. It is used by my mother to clean out a refrigerator. If something is stuck at the bottom of the 

fridge, she requests a hive tool.  So, add that to the list of its many wonderful uses.  

My mother’s cleaning habits aside, dad and I ventured down to the coast this past week to pull honey 

that we sell in bulk alongside another migratory beekeeper. We help him, and he helps us. It is a long 

week of pulling honey in the heat and the humidity, and long nights of loading trucks bound for 

North Dakota.  

During this time, working hard, I discovered another aspect of how my life has changed since        

becoming a full-time beekeeper. I have an app on my phone that shows me photos I have taken in 

year’s past on that calendar date. June has always been my vacation month, so I was shown pictures 

of myself in London, on the white sandy beaches of  Belize, and camping in Oklahoma with my   

family. All while I was not on vacation at present. A lot of people don’t fully understand all that goes 

into making a bottle of honey. Not only the number of bees but the time and stress of a beekeeper’s 

life. I genuinely think some of my customers believe we have a tap on the side of a hive that         

dispenses honey, and that’s it. Job done. Do they realize the money paid out, the equipment           

purchased, the many all-nighters endured, the weeks away from your home, and all the people    

working together to bring them this product? All to then text you at 3 am to demand more? This     

aspect has been the most surprising to me in my new life, but it has made me respect all industries 

more. To look at a product and make me slow down and think about all that has gone into bringing   

it to me, the consumer.  

While thinking these thoughts, I still have a pretty good time, and enjoy seeing the ever-evolving 

year of a beekeeper. We moved from selling bees to beekeepers, to working ours to produce the  

lovely honey spoken of in the Bible.  I so enjoy it when I read a verse in the Bible that makes me 

chuckle, as I did the other evening. “Do you like, honey? Don’t eat too much, or it will make you 

sick!” Proverbs 25:16. NLT, Which is true, too much of anything is never good. This verse was in 

my mind as we were moving beehives from the honey yards, into the holding yards so that they 

could be loaded onto a semi and shipped north. I had seen hundreds, and thousands of hives moved, 

and it was getting to be a little repetitive. When all of a sudden, God sent something to shake me up! 

I heard a rattle and thought I knew what that was. That sure sounded like the rattle of a snake. I heard 

it again, and so I looked. Where a pallet had been was a big snake writhing from where the forklift 

must have clipped it. I didn’t stay around to introduce myself.  I shocked my father as I jumped onto 

his forklift with him and explained that I wouldn’t be getting down here. To think that my hand had 

been so close to a rattlesnake as I was smoking hives sent chills through me, but the Lord was  

watching me, as he watches over every little bee as they make our honey.  

Enjoy this glorious season and take care !   ~ Connie Collins 


