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We continue to get weather surprises this year.  Late June/early July brought a couple of weeks of 
hot, dry weather.  Finally, something that seems normal and I can start my summertime activities.  
That’s one thing you can depend on in Texas…..a hot and dry July.  But then came another surprise 
with a stretch of cloudy, rainy, cooler days.  
 

Not sure about where you live, but on the 19th I recorded 6 inches of rain at my house.  Turns out 
that a hot/dry July is not something you can depend on! 
 

I pulled supers and extracted honey at the end of June.  Very few blooms, no meaningful nectar 
flow.  As is my custom, I put the wet supers back on the hives for the bees to clean up, intending to 
return in a couple of days and move all my supers to storage.  Family visits around the July 4      
holiday, and it was mid-July before I returned to the bee yard.  Surprise!  Five of my colonies had 
significant honey build in their super.  I left these on the hives and moved all of the other supers to 
storage.  Returned to the yard a couple of days ago, and most of the supers are full!  One more small 
extraction and then supers go to storage.   
 

I looked more closely at the environment around my hives and this shouldn’t have been a surprise to 
me.  The recent rains rejuvenated the white clover and a few other wildflowers.   
 

You’ve probably seen the financial disclaimer that “Past performance is no guarantee of future     
results”.  This is true in beekeeping.  And it can go both ways.  A few years ago I moved several 
hives to a clover field.  When the clover stopped blooming in early May, I had a number of supers 
of  nice (but uncapped) clover honey.  I decided to leave the honey to extract after the May/June 
wildflower flow was completed.         
          Continued on next page …. 
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Unfortunately, we were experiencing a stretch of weather with no rain and very warm temps.          
2-3 weeks later, and I found that the bees were consuming (my) nice clover honey!  Nothing I could 
do about it. The tallow bloom was ok in June after the rains resumed and I ended up with a decent 
tallow crop.  That year I didn’t get much positive feedback about how great my honey tasted.     
Sorry about that….it was the bees.  Actually, it was the weather. 
 
The point of all of this rambling is to say that there’s no substitute for what I call “beekeeping 
awareness”.  Beekeeping awareness is a combination of observing the bees and observing the      
environment.   It’s generally good to inspect your hives and really observe the activity going on.  
When I drove up to my apiary a couple of weeks ago, I knew without getting out of my truck that 
the bees were onto something.   
 
This was confirmed when I saw the honey build in the hives.  If I had paid a little more attention to 
the blooms in the area, this would not be unexpected.  Regardless of the date on the calendar, it’s 
always a good habit to 1) observe weather and its impact on blooms, pollen, water availability, 
queen mating windows, etc., and 2) observe what the bees are doing…..and begin to think like the 
bees.   
 
Bees are opportunists, and we’ll all be better beekeepers if we make full use of our trips to the bee 
yard to observe. 
 
The East Texas State Fair is quickly approaching!  We will start sign up for the ETBA fair booth at 
the August meeting.  Please have your calendar available and plan to sign up for times to help work 
the booth during the fair. 

 
 
 
 
 
 What is a Rainbow Bee?  Where does it come from? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
       Find out more on page 4 of this edition.  
 

 
 

 …from the Editor 
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Local July Ark-La-Tex honey extracting reports are not very good.   
Most East Texas reports indicate from little or no honey to about one third the production 
the beekeeper gets under normal conditions.  A Louisiana sideliner with about 300  
colonies said he had pulled and extracted all of his spring production and got only eight 
barrels where he usually produced twenty barrels.   

 

The February freeze took a heavy toll on the Chinese Tallow trees in my area.  I snapped a few    
pictures of the new growth that started appearing in late June.  I was surprised to see some of the 
new growth actually producing the familiar yellow blossoms we usually see all over the tree in good 
years. 
 

The freeze did not seem to damage the Golden Rain Tree in my front yard.  This tree is about twenty 
years old.  Honey bees aggressively work the blooms that continue for about forty days.  Then most 
of the blossoms produce a three-sided seed pod containing two to four black BB-sized seeds. 

 

Another bee attracting plant is the American Buckwheat Vine.  Bees 
search out the small yellow-white blossoms until they wither and begin 
to make small flat seed pods.  
 

August with its “Dog Days” will provide little to no pollen for the bees to 
collect.  For the small scale beekeeper, this is a trying time.  Do monthly 
mite checks and treat depending on the mite count.  If the count is above 
six mites per 300 bees, treat the colony.  After treatment, do another mite 
check to determine if the treatment was effective. If the mite count        
remains high, consider using a different mite treatment and treat the    
colony again. 
 

Make sure your bees have plenty of water at all times.  A five-gallon bucket full of water with an 
old towel hanging on the edge of the bucket and floating on the water is a good method to use for 
safe watering of bees.  
 

Use the hot sun to melt wax cappings collected during extraction.                 
A medium-sized plastic container, a piece of glass to cover it, and a smaller 
container that will fit inside work well.  Clip a paper towel to the rim of the 
small container to act as a filter.   Place pieces of wax on the paper.  Place 
this into the larger container and cover with the glass.  Put your “solar wax 
melter” in the sun to melt the wax.  At the end of the day, you should have 
beautiful white wax in the bottom of the small container and all of the crud 
trapped on the paper towel.  Dispose of the crud away from your bee yard.  
You can even use it for fireplace starting material.              Continued ….. 
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THE GOT QUESTIONS? 
 
The group will be open 6:00-6:30 before the meeting.         
Join us if you are a new Beekeeper or have some beekeeping questions.  If you 
have not joined us before, ask someone to point you to the Got Questions? 
Room.  
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During August, check your supers one more time to see if there is any honey to extract.  If the  
weather has been hot and dry, even uncapped honey is probably dry enough to be extracted.  Do the 
shake test to be sure it is OK to extract.  By extracting in August, any additional nectar and pollen 
collected from the fall Goldenrod bloom can remain on the colony for winter feed.  Be sure to do  
any August extractions before the Goldenrod starts to bloom. 
 
Swarm traps can be left out until the weather begins to cool in November.  You may still catch late 
swarms that issue from hives that have been forced out by mites or beetle infestations.  Swarms    
collected this late would need to be fed enough sugar water to allow them to store at least six frames 
for winter food.  Swarms can also be a source of replacement queens.  Well-mated queens are often 
difficult to purchase this late in the season.  However, I do see some ads in the ABJ offering mated 
queens as late as October.  
 

 

Gorgeous images of Australian 'rainbow' bees will blow your mind 
 

 

https://www.livescience.com/gorgeous-rainbow-bees-australia.html 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This female bee is Fijian bee species (Homalictus hadrander)  

(Image credit: James Dorey, Flinders University)  
 

One of the top plant pollinators in the country, these colorful bees likely originated in                   
tropical regions of Australia.  

 
 Sick of frightening 'murder hornets'? Then feast your eyes on these beautiful rainbow 
bees, which are currently buzzing around their homeland of Australia. 

 One of the top plant pollinators in the country, these colorful bees                              
(of the genus Homalictus) have colonized many regions of Australia and the South-West 
Pacific.  

 These stunning Homalictus bees glisten with patches of aqua blue, golden green and      
orange, according to Aussie Bee, a website hosted by a private organization called The 
Australian Native Bee Research Centre. The little characters carry pollen on fine feathery 
hair beneath their abdomen and on their hind legs, according to Aussie Bee.                   
             Continued... 

By Yasemin Saplakoglu - Staff Writer July 14, 2020  



 

 

 Though previous studies have suggested that the bees had come from Australia,              
researchers hadn't yet examined their evolutionary history. Now, a new study finds that    
indeed, the buzzing beauties originated in tropical regions of Australia and then dispersed 
into subtropical, temperate and arid regions of that country and then expanded into the   
Pacific. 

 "Homalictus bees are a leading generalist plant pollinator across Australia and as far 
north as southern China," study co-author James Dorey, a doctoral candidate at Flinders         
University in Adelaide, Australia, said in a statement.  
 
 Understanding where the bees originated and how they became broadly distributed 
across Southeast Asia, Indonesia,  Australia and archipelagos of the Pacific Ocean where 
they now play  "a keystone pollination role," is important to understand plant-bee               
co-evolution   in the area, the authors wrote in the study. 
 

 Dorey, who is a photographer and native-bee expert, and his colleagues analyzed            
mitochondrial DNA — genetic material found in the cells' powerhouses 
called mitochondria that is inherited along the maternal lineage — from three                    
different Homalictus species from Papua New Guinea, the Pacific and Australia.                
By looking at the variations in mitochondrial DNA for different species, scientists can         
figure out where they came from and how they dispersed.  

 They found that the bees had a tropical origin, making it unlikely that they dispersed 
from Africa or Antarctica as had been suggested for other bee species found in Australia. 
It's also possible that they could have arrived from tropical regions of Asia as well,            
according to the study. They then dispersed multiple times into both the Pacific and into   
the subtropical, temperate and arid regions of Australia, the authors wrote.  

 Earlier research had found other Australian bees, such as Exoneurella tridentate,    
actually originated in Antarctica millions of years ago, according to a statement. The         
authors hope that understanding bee origins could help reveal how climate change may  
impact the bees in the future. "Hopefully, the diversity of our native bees will make them 
more resilient to   future climate scenarios, which will be critical for agriculture in a        
changing world," Schwarz said. 
 
The findings were published online on March 23 in the journal Transactions of the Royal 
Society of South Australia.  
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Coloring fun & learning for the kids and young beekeepers  
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