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It’s hard to believe, but the East Texas State Fair kicks off in less than 60 days! One of the nice traditions of the
ETBA is the booth we have at the Fair each year to educate the public and promote beekeeping. Here’s some early
information about the Fair and our booth to get you thinking about your involvement.








This year the Fair is scheduled for Sept 23-Oct 2. I’ll give a full schedule at the ETBA meeting, but the hours
have been shortened some with daily booth closure at 8 pm.
While construction work continues on the new “Brookshires” convention center, the Fair location is
generally unchanged. Our booth will be in the same building and booth space as last year.
We’ll have a discussion at the August meeting about honey sales. In past years, we’ve been relatively
successful selling honey for ETBA members. I get the sense that overall honey production was down
considerably this spring, but it would be good if we could continue honey sales at the Fair. Please come to
the August meeting prepared to discuss whether or not you’ll have honey this year to sell at the Fair.
As always, we need members to step up and volunteer to work the booth. We had a GREAT response last
year! Let’s step up and make it a great year to talk to folks about honey bees. The Fair staff made some
changes to traffic flow such that they are expecting higher traffic through our building (and past our
booth). I’d like to make sure we have adequate beekeepers around to handle the higher traffic. We’ll have
sign-up sheets for anyone who wants to volunteer at both the August and September meetings.
I’ve already started telling friends about our booth at the Fair. When you get the chance, please encourage
others to come to the Fair and drop by our booth.

I’ll be spending a little time discussing all of this at our next 2 meetings. Feel free to let me know if you have
questions or suggestions about the Fair.

Joe Laws working the 2021 Fair booth.
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by Meagan Elzner

The August
Program…

This month we have Dawn Stover from the USDA Natural
Resources Conservation Service joining us for the meeting! Her
presentation is “A Bee, or Not a Bee? That is the Question!” Join
Dawn as she explores the fascinating world of pollinators and the
native plants that support them.
After more than 20 years as a Research Associate with the SFA Gardens at Stephen F. Austin
State University, Dawn’s passion and talents for conservation and growing native plants led to
her current position with the USDA Natural Resources Conservation Service at the East Texas
Plant Materials Center in Nacogdoches. She is often found wandering the National Forests
within East Texas looking for native plant treasures with like-minded plant friends. She focuses
on bringing local ecotypes of east Texas native pollinator plants to the public.

Here are a few helpful links Dawn want me to share with the club:
Native Plant Society of Texas: https://npsot.org/wp/
Xerxes Society: https://www.xerces.org/
NRCS pollinator resources

https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/wps/portal/nrcs/main/national/plantsanimals/pollinate/

See you there! -Meagan

August 2022

Practical Experiences in the Bee Yard
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by Stan Brantley

August is the month that is hard on bees as well as their keepers. There is little forage
for the bees to attempt to collect. Crepe Myrtle trees are continuing to bloom and
provide a small source of nectar and pollen. According to Pierre Lau, a PHD graduate
of the Texas A&M Bee Lab system, the white blooming Crepe Myrtle trees provide the
best bee forage. However if you only have purple or red blooming trees, by all means
don’t cut them down!
If you live in the city, window box flowers can provide a source of food for the bees.
Hives located in the river bottoms may have an unseen food source growing in the cooler areas of tree cover.
Rattan Vine, Poison Ivy and Oak, and large patches of English Ivy could provide a good foraging area. Be aware
of large areas of bitter weeds blooming as this can give the honey an undesirable taste or smell.
Be aware with little or no food to collect, the bees may be cranky and may be prone to sting without you doing
anything other than entering the bee yard.
All of the surplus honey the bees have produced should be extracted by now. Do a periodic check of your hives
to determine if there is nectar stored in the brood chambers. If there is no nectar available, the queen has no
reason to lay eggs. She knows there is no food to feed any newly hatched larvae. If no food is available, feed
with sugar syrup as needed. I suggest using 2-to-1 syrup mixture as the bees do not have to work as hard to
evaporate and store the heavier mixture.
If you need to feed pollen patties, suspend a small piece of patty on a one-half inch mesh hardware cloth. Cut
a six or seven inch square of the hardware cloth, snip the corners and fold it to make an upside down wire
basket. Lay the piece of patty on the raised part of the wire so bees have access to the underside and can keep
the hive beetles from depositing their eggs under the patty.
Do a mite check as mite populations are high at this time of the year. In a 300 bee mite check, there should be
no more than nine mites. More mites found in the sample means a treatment needs to be done. Consider
your area’s high temperature when deciding on the treatment you want to apply. Some cannot be applied
during the hottest part of summer. Read the directions on the package and apply it properly.
If you have extracted your supers and do not intend to store them on the hive all winter you have two storage
choices to keep the wax moth from destroying the drawn comb. One method is to stack the supers and add
1/4 cup of paramoth crystals to the stack. Place an 8x8 inch piece of paper or a paper plate at the top of the
stack, put the parmoth crystals on it, and set an outer cover over it.
A second method is to use the new Certan B402 to spray the extracted frames for wax moth control. Here is a
link giving information about Certan and how to use it:
https://www.vita-europe.com/beehealth/products/b401_b402/.
If you opt to use paramoth crystal, you would need to let the supers air out next year before placing them on
the hive. With Certan, there is no need to air out the supers prior to placing them back on the hive. Certan is
available from most bee supply companies.
At this time, there is not much hope for a Goldenrod flow unless we get considerable moisture in September or
October. With no fall flow for winter nectar storage, it may be necessary to feed 2-to-1 sugar syrup so the bees
can store supplies for winter. Keep in mind that supplemental feeding has the potential to induce robbing.
Reduce openings to about three inches on all hives being fed. If the colony is weak, reduce the entrance to the
smallest entrance possible.

Got Questions?

Question & answer group will meet from 6:00-6:30 before the meeting.
Join us if you are a new beekeeper or just have beekeeping questions?
We’ll try to get you some answers!

August 2022

Connie Collins - ETBA President
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Hello Beekeepers!
I hope you are still enjoying this summer. It has been a hard hot one for sure,
and I am praying we get some rain again soon. I've been thinking about what to write
about this month and decided to focus on the fundamentals of bees and beekeeping.
While we try to p9rovide you with a wide variety of information, sometimes I think the
basics can be missed or glanced over. This month I would like to look at the honeybee
itself.
A honeybee has three different sections: a head, a thorax, and an abdomen. In the head
has five eyes. Two of these eyes are larger and are great for detecting flowers. The other
three are smaller and are used to detect light.

The antennae are used to smell and taste. The mouth has a long tongue that is used like a straw and can be
inserted into flowers to suck up nectar. The thorax, or middle section of the honeybee, contains six legs and two sets of
wings.
The legs are responsible for carrying pollen back to the hive. The front legs push the pollen off of the
honeybee’s body and onto its back legs. On the honeybee’s back leg is a pollen basket that the pollen is collected into.
Honeybees have four wings: two wings on each side of their body. These are comprised of two forewings and
two hindwings. The forewings are larger than the hindwings. The wings work together to beat extremely fast. Bee
wings can beat around 230 times per second, creating the buzzing noise we hear as they fly.
The third section is the abdomen, which contains the honeybee’s honey stomach, spiracles, and stinger. The
stomach stores the nectar until the honeybee takes it back to her hive. The spiracles are small holes the honeybee uses
to breathe through. Then there is the stinger, of which most beekeepers are very aware. The stinger is used for defense,
and only the female honeybees can sting. The stinger has a barbed surface that becomes stuck in the skin. So, when a
female worker bee stings, she will die as this is ripped out of her. The queen honey bee has a smooth stinger that allows
her to sting multiple times. However, a queen will usually only sting another queen. I have tried unsuccessfully to get a
queen to sting me. So far, no luck.
When discussing stings, it brings up another aspect of honeybees. There can be anywhere from 30,000 to
60,000 bees inside a hive, but only three types: the queen, the worker, and the drone. The queen and workers are all
females, and the drones are male. There is only one queen in a beehive (usually). She can live to be around five years
old and can lay thousands of eggs a day. The worker bee is the most common and is what you usually see flying
around. The worker bee lives only around 30 to 40 days depending on the time of year. The worker bee has the most
jobs, including cleaning, guarding, foraging, and making honey. The drone is usually only present during the spring and
summer months and only lives a few weeks. He only has one job: mate with a queen bee. If he succeeds, he dies
performing the act, and if he fails, he will be pushed out of the hive in the fall. All three types work together to make
the hive run. All are essential, and the hive will fail if any are removed.
While this is just a brief overview of the honeybee, I hope it will help you understand and spot the three
different types while you are looking in your hive. Most people want to find the queen. I do love queens and enjoy
finding them too, but if you are interested, I encourage you to look into drones more. The more I learn about drones, the
more fascinated I become. However, whichever one you are looking at, the honeybee itself is such an amazing creation.
I hope you can come to the meeting in August and I look forward to seeing everyone. Stay cool in this heat and make
sure you have water available for your honeybees too!

