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November Report by Dick Counts
Our November mee ng was delayed un l the 2nd Thursday due to room conﬂicts. But 68 hardy souls braved a cold
and wet night to aend. Perhaps they could not pass up the Honey Tas ng Contest!
Our December mee ng will be on our usual ﬁrst Thursday, December 4th. We will announce the Beekeeper of the
Year and the winner of the Honey Tas ng contest. I may even share a story about the honey I entered into the contest.
We will also introduce our 2015 Honey Queen and Princess. You may only see these young ladies helping in the
mee ngs but they are actually ETBA’s face-to-face contact with literally several thousand adults and children each year
through our public presenta on and educa on programs. There is a growing demand for our Queen and Princess to
make presenta ons about the honey bee to schools, clubs, garden clubs, church groups, fairs and public func ons. You
would be impressed at the skill of their presenta on and the amount of informa on conveyed.
I will also share news from the TBA conven on that several members aended in Houston during November.
Bring some extra goodies for the snack table. We like the December mee ng to be a lile special, a me to recognize
individual and organiza onal accomplishments, and a me to enjoy a lile food and fellowship. Why, we may even
have a lile Christmas entertainment! See the Finger Food Potluck informa on on page 3 of this newsleer for
informa on about what to bring for the snack table.
We have quite a few new members in our ETBA family. Let me encourage you to take a few minutes at the snack break
and introduce yourself to people you do not know. If you are new, introduce yourself to someone. Beekeeper
mee ngs are about sharing. Share informa on about yourself and about your beekeeping experiences with someone
new this month. If you have a beekeeping ques on, ask it. As you may have learned by now, if you ask that ques on
to several people, you may get several answers, and they may all be correct!
Come and join us for our annual awards and recogni on session. I look forward to seeing you.
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HONEY QUEEN REPORT byVi Bourns
THE EAST TEXAS BEEKEEPERS ASSOCIATION

SPECIAL GUESTS INCLUDE

REQUESTS YOUR PRESENCE
TO CELEBRATE THE CORONATION OF
2015 HONEY QUEEN MISS WILLOW LANCHESTER

MISS HAYDEN WOLF, 2014 TEXAS HONEY QUEEN
MISS CARRIE LENAMOND, 2014 ETBA HONEY QUEEN

AND

December 4, 2015 at 6:45pm

2015 HONEY PRINCESS MISS BRITTANY MILLER
The 2014 Texas Beekeepers Associa on Conven on in Houston, Texas, exceeded all my expecta ons.
The conven on had many ac vi es to keep everyone involved such as the Bee Buzz, the Banquet and
Auc on, the Queen’s Luncheon, and the breakout sessions. There were some new announcements at
the conven on including the corona on of the 2015 Texas Honey Queen, Tabitha Mansker.
The ﬁrst night was the Bee Buzz. All of the Princesses and Queens from around Texas decorated tables
with their scrapbooks, a recipe, and other ar facts from their lives. My table was decorated with some
of my art supplies and two of my pain ngs. I made an apple crisp for my table and Tabitha Mansker, the
Collin County 2014 Queen, made honey ice cream, which went beau fully with apple crisp. Many people wanted
apple crisp to top their ice cream. At each table, Queens and Princesses shared experiences about represen ng their
clubs and teaching about the honeybee in their communi es. A?er everyone was ﬁnished inspec ng our tables, we
had the Queen’s Knowledge Bowl. I was paired with Tabitha. The Knowledge Bowl was challenging and fun, even
though Tabitha and I did not win.
Another highlight of the conven on was the Banquet. At the Banquet, awards were bestowed and people were
recognized for their service to TBA. Rachael Seida announced that 2014 TBA Honey Queen Hayden Wolf would be
running for 2015 American Honey Queen at the American Beekeepers Conven on in Anaheim, California. This was
followed by the Corona on of the 2015 Texas Honey Queen, Tabitha Mansker. A?er the formali es, the auc on
began. We all enjoyed the fes vi es and many interes ng items were auc oned oﬀ, ranging from T-shirts, a beau ful
home-crocheted afghan made by our own East Texas beekeeper Pam McPeck, beekeeping equipment, all the way to
the annual cookie jar from Marshall Poery donated by Stanford Brantley that went for $1800. I was excited and
pleased to auc on oﬀ a print of my own pain ng for $250. Proceeds from the auc on support the TBA Honey Queen
program.
My favorite ac vi es were the breakout training sessions. Some of the topics covered included introductory
beekeeping, how to mentor new beekeepers, varroa management, honey bee nutri on and honey bee diseases. The
class that impressed me the most was deﬁnitely the Integrated Pest Management course. I learned several new and
beer ideas and new resources for healthy, successful bee hives.
Over all, it was a mee ng of many great minds.
Beekeeping enthusiasts came together and imparted to each other diﬀerent techniques and
facts. Queens and Princesses met and mentored each other for their outreach ac vi es
in the years ahead. So if you are enthusias c
about honeybees, you should deﬁnitely put the
2015 Texas Beekeepers Associa on Conven on
on the calendar for next year.
~Willow
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President’s Letter

by Gus Wolf

The recent cold snap, no doubt, caused all our bees to rely on the banked stores they have in their hives.
That is, if they have stores. When I saw the impending drop in temperatures coming, I has ly reassessed
the weakest hives and started feeding them more heavily. Since I use quart mason jars whose lids ﬁt through a hole in
the top cover, I can monitor the usage. The syrup level slowly started to drop so I knew the bees were using the feed.
Since I had previously looked at all the hives, I knew that only the nucs needed aen on. The full-sized hives all had
plenty of fall honey inside them, so much so that I could have probably extracted.
One of our nucs, which was a late fall captured swarm, didn’t make it. There were not too many bees in it to begin
with. I had opened it up a bit on one of the cold days, just slid the top back a bit and saw many bees head-ﬁrst in cells
and an immobile cluster, albeit small, hanging oﬀ a frame. I took it out and brought it into the house for all to see. A
dead “hivelet.” It really is a bit trauma c to see bees that have starved. Hayden poked around the cluster to see if a
queen was to be found, but there was none. As the bees warmed up in the house, the cluster started to come alive as
they thawed and the bees started crawling around. We took them outside and shook them into the healthier nuc to
let them sort it all out. That healthy nuc was checked over the weekend and they are doing ﬁne.
My top bar hive is s ll alive and apparently thriving. They, too, are s ll taking feed from the Boardman feeder I have
inside the box. Since it is a rela vely small top bar hive, I will need to build a longer box for them this winter. When
Spring comes and the queen starts laying in an cipa on of the ﬂower bloom, they will quickly run out of room – and I
really don’t want them to swarm. It should not take too long to make the box but it will take some me to make the
bars themselves. Never the less, I’ll con nue to keep the hive just so I can say I’ve done it! I look forward to
harves ng comb honey from it later next year.
One thing I do like about the top bar hive is the ease of accessibility. Removing the top is easy. Then I can li? the last
three bars to gain full access to the back of the hive. It is easy then to replace the quart jar of feed that is back there
and I can see the last frame of comb very easily in addi on to the whole boom of the hive. I do not have a screened
boom on this hive so I clean it from me to me. One especially nice feature of this hive is the delighHul smell of the
hive is just overpowering when I li? those last three frames. Somehow, the aroma does not seem so strong on a
Langstroth hive.
The bees seem far more docile in a top bar hive. Most mes I go into this hive without using a veil. Even li?ing the
bars with bees on it, they don’t seem to ﬂy as much as on a Langstroth, but stay on the comb. Perhaps it is my
imagina on, but it sure seems that way. When examining the bar out of the hive, it is a tempta on to turn them for
viewing the same way as we do in a standard hive, but I have to remember that I can’t. If I did, the comb would
separate from the bar and drop, taking all of the bees with it. I have to turn it from side to side, or rotate it around the
same axis rather than ﬂipping it end to end.
Hopefully, I can use this idle me of the beekeeping year to make some new equipment, overhaul the rest, and get
everything ready for the coming spring. As is usually the case, it will spring upon me way too soon!

ETBA Christmas Celebration
Finger Food Potluck
Bring finger foods — deli tray, small
sandwiches, Lil’smokies, chips and dips,
queso, fruit, veggies, cheese balls, crackers,
etc.
ALSO, everyone please bring your favorite
Christmas dessert goodies!

Arrive early and have your food setup
by 6:30. That is 15 minutes earlier
than our regular start time. The room
is open by 6:00.
Stay a few minutes after the meeting
to help with the cleanup.
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Practical Experiences in the Beeyard by Stan Brantley
Most East Texas beekeepers are winding down their opera on as it seems winter has suddenly arrived.
I was recently asked by a local area beekeeper to assist him inspect his two hives. He wanted to be sure they had
adequate stores and were ready to survive the winter cold. His hives were both double brood boxes. He had le?
queen excluders and supers on the hives for the winter. All of the supers were empty of honey or brood.
On the ﬁrst hive, we removed the telescoping cover and the inner cover to check for moisture accumula on. The
preceding nights had been cold enough to cause the bees to form a cluster and generate some moisture that could
condense in the hive. I no ced he had about three inches of a paint s rring s ck glued to the front rim of the inner
cover, allowing good ven la on. We found the hive nice and dry with no signs of moisture accumula on. There were
two Small Hive Beetle traps installed in the top super. We saw about 150 bees crawling around on the top bars,
moving slowly and reluctant to ﬂy as it was a cool day. There were about 20 beetles on the top bars, also moving
sluggishly due to the temperature. We were able to smash most of them with our hive tools.
Next, we removed the supers and the queen excluders and checked the brood boxes. The top bars of the brood
chambers were covered in bees but also had about 50 Small Hive Beetles. The bees in the brood chamber were also
sluggish and reluctant to ﬂy. A few puﬀs of smoke and they moved down between the frames. We pulled two frames
and found both were heavy with honey and some areas of pollen. Rather than pull more frames and disturb the bees
on a cool day, we gave the hive the Two-Finger-Li? test. It was nice and heavy so we decided to close it up and wait
un l January before considering supplemental feeding.
Inspec on of the second hive showed it to be in a similar condi on.
When we re-assembled the hives, we did put the queen excluders back on between the top brood chamber and the
supers. Since the supers above the queen excluder were empty, we would not expect the bees to move into them
during the winter. When the bees do cluster for the winter, they should form the cluster in the boom brood
chamber. As the winter progresses, the cluster should move upward into the top brood box which currently houses
honey and pollen. Since the supers have no stores, there is no reason for the cluster to con nue to move upwards
through the queen excluder into the empty supers.
We would have taken a diﬀerent approach if the supers had contained honey. If the super contained honey, the
cluster would con nue to move upward as they ate through the stores available in the top brood box. When the
cluster moved through the queen excluder, the queen would be too large to pass through and would be le? behind,
most likely becoming chilled and dying. To prevent damage to the queen, we would remove the queen excluder. If
the cluster and the queen did indeed move into the super, the queen may start laying her eggs of early spring in the
super. If you ﬁnd brood in the super during an early spring inspec on, puﬀ a generous amount of smoke into the
super, close the lid, and wait a few minutes for the queen to move down into the brood box. Then re-install the queen
excluder. Nurse bees will quickly move back through the queen excluder into the super and tend to the eggs and
brood. Any brood in the super will hatch by the me the honey ﬂow begins. Housekeeping bees will clean the
hatched brood cells and they will be ready to be ﬁlled with nectar.
Some beekeepers will remove the queen excluders and allow the queen to lay eggs in the super in the early spring.
Their theory is that this gives the queen some extra space to lay before smoking her back into the brood box. This
extra laying space will hopefully prevent the hive feeling the sense of conges on during the
spring’s peak laying period, thereby diminishing the urge to swarm.
The “Got Ques ons” room will be open 6:00 – 6:30 before the mee ng. If you are new to
beekeeping or just have some beekeeping ques ons, join us in the Got Ques ons room before
the mee ng and we will try to help you ﬁnd some answers. Come through the double doors
on the far side of our mee ng room and follow the signs to our Got Ques ons room.
If you cannot make it by 6:00, join us whenever you arrive. Come early and ask lots of
ques ons. Jimmy Lanham will be there to answer your ques ons as I have a conﬂict and will
be unable to aend. I will see you at the January mee ng.
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Cindy Kapuschat, ETBA member living in Webster, NY, was introduced in the August 2014 newsleer. Cindy sent an
update on her beekeeping ac vi es, including how she prepares her bees to survive a New York winter.

Hello fellow beekeepers!
We are unexpectantly blessed with a few 50-degree days following a terrible cold wave. Yes, winter has come to
Upstate NY. Every beekeeper in the area has been busy preparing their hives for the cold weather. The leaves are past
their beau ful yellows, golds, and reds. Trees, except for the pine, are bare. The colors of this region were something to
behold when this West Texas girl ﬁrst relocated to Rochester in 1969. The beau ful greens and various ﬂower colors of
summer were and s ll are exquisite.
We are located on the southern shore of Lake Ontario in apple, peach, pear and cherry country. A two-and-one-half
hour drive north around the eastern shore of the lake brings one to the St. Lawrence Seaway with its beau ful cabins
and mansions as well as its tankers, busy delivering all manner of goods along the way. This is the land of my
grandchildren just over the border in Canada.
Our method to prepare bees for the cold New York winter months is to wrap the hives in black rooﬁng paper so winter
sun hiNng the hive helps to heat the interior, giving the bees a lile respite from the cold. I also put some foam board
in the top above the vent hole and created A-frame burlap windbreaks with some trellises. I added an addi onal super
without frames to the top to allow for more ven la on and also entrance reducers to cut down on the likelihood of
mice and reduce the amount of cold air that can enter the hive. It is not especially prey but hopefully will protect the
hives from the north and west wind gusts that buﬀet them in the upcoming months.
Last winter was especially brutal to our lile friends. Beekeepers lost approximately 50% of their hives. I was no
excep on. With my single hive, my loss was 100%. My bees were alive and doing well in February but were frozen in
March. They had broken cluster during a few warm days but a sudden cold snap did not allow them me to re-cluster.
It was sad to open the hive in April only to see those frozen chains of bees with plenty of honey and pollen s ll in the
hive. Bees were feeding when the cold blast hit and their lile bodies were frozen in mid-feed. This is my fourth
winter as a beekeeper and so far in my short career, I have experienced wax moths, hive beetles, several swarms (one
of which was not my own bees), and now the winter death of my colony. I decided to begin again last spring by
ordering one NUC from North Carolina and another from a local beekeeper. I am comparing how well the northern
bees do compared to the southern bees.
So far, I have observed that they are both inclined to create tons of wax. The northern group seems to come out in
cooler weather more than the southern. Today, they are out in force and will be for the next several days un l another
cold front comes. I just caught sight of them from my window with the sun reﬂec ng oﬀ their wings as they come and
go from the hive in their cleansing ﬂights. I plan to feed them pollen paNes and winter syrup while I have this blessed
gi? of warmth. To date, both groups are very amenable to my entering their hives and working with the frames. I am
also using less smoke and more sugar water in working with them. The northern
group seemed to have an issue in the summer months with over-crowding at the
landing board where I actually saw a wall of bees built up all the way to the top
of the opening with small entrance and exit spaces at either end. My northern
beekeeper suggested that next spring I add an addi onal super without frames
to the boom of that hive to allow for more entry and exit room and also to split
the hive. We shall see.
In August, one of my bee clubs hosted an annual picnic with an incredible
auc on to fund the club. One member has blossomed as an ar st. He paints
bee hives with whimsical designs of bees on brightly painted hives and they are
auc oned oﬀ as well . He began by making hives from recycled wood and other
materials, using seatbelts, pool covers, etc., and later began pain ng ﬁgures on
them. Everyone clambers for an opportunity to own one of his hives.
Con+nued on page 6.

December 4, 2014

Page 6

Bee Facts by Eddie Collins
Hello fellow apiarist! As you are checking and feeding sugar to your bees between the cold
snaps, don’t forget to check for pollen stores. Remember that pollen is necessary for early
spring buildup It is amazing how much diﬀerence a couple (or more) frames of pollen can
make when it comes to the queen laying and the colony building up brood. Yes, it is s ll winter
but the quality of the hive you have now will directly relate to the quality of the hive you have
in the spring. It is not unusual for us to have a stretch of warm days and if there are plenty of bees, honey, and pollen
in the hive, the queen just may start laying. If you are missing any of these ingredients, then your hive will miss out on
early brood produc on. In East Texas, we are fortunate for the trees and the pollen that usually comes from them as
early as January. Nonetheless, if you have one hive with an abundance of pollen stores, then take the opportunity to
spread the wealth with less prepared hives. As for honey stores, I recommend you keep at least three full frames
(frames, not supers) in the hive at all me.
If you’re running double brood boxes, then your bees have probably started their journey to the top box. Once they
make it there, it’s a good me to go through the boom and cull out old frames and make any needed repairs.
If you’re in the area on January 12th, I will be giving a talk on making splits at the Collin County beekeeping mee ng in
McKinney. Come and join us.
It is me to start talking about obtaining nucs for this spring. Please send me an email or give me call if you are
interested. Email: beeman@cncfarms.com or Phone: 903-245-0105.
See you at the next mee ng!

Con+nued from page 5
We had a wonderful Fall Fes val at a
nearby park in September. The
cobblestone house and barn have
been donated as a museum and ten
beehives and a visitor center were
added. In the visitor center is a very
nice exhibit on beekeeping. Every
year, during the fes val, honey is
harvested and sold as well as
delicious goodies made with the
golden elixir. The garden club par cipates selling ﬂowers. This year, a dear lady that I mentor and myself par cipated
in the honey harves ng. In the picture of the extrac ng, I am the half-person you can barely see on the le? edge. It
was so much fun and we were covered in honey by the end of the day! Several people helped with uncapping the
frames, I ran the extractor, another beekeeper drained the bucket and strained the honey, my friend Lee put the
honey in the lile bear boles, another beekeeper spoke to the crowd about what was happening, and a bee club
member manned the honey sale table. The honey sold as fast as we could extract it. I lost count! Watching the honey
ﬂow into the boles was mesmerizing as the golden ﬂuid came out of the spout of the honey bucket.
I am also beginning a new phase of my own life as I re red from my job the end of October. I am hoping to spend a
month or so at my daughter’s cabin in Linden, Texas and to make the May and June bee mee ngs to meet all of you.
My daughter is also interested in beekeeping and wan ng to plant things that are arac ve to the bees. It will be
wonderful to have faces to match the names I read about in the monthly newsleers!
I hope the winter is kind to all of you, and to us.
~Christy Kapuschat, Webster, New York

