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December Report by Dick Counts
We had another good crowd of members and guests at our November meeng. Thanks to all of you who brought
samples of your honey for our annual honey tasng contest. It is always a me of chaoc fun to get the samples
distributed and then try to decide which one you thought was best.
November and December meengs are a bit of departure from our usual paern. In November, we focus on selecng
the member who contributed the most to ETBA over the past year and then on enjoying a taste of our fellow
beekeeper’s products. In December, we will present the Beekeeper of the Year award and announce the winners of
the honey tasng contest. We will introduce to you our 2016 Honey Queen and also our ﬁrst ever ETBA Ambassador.
The ETBA Ambassador program oﬀers an opportunity for our young men beekeepers to parcipate in our public
educaon acvies, not only sharing informaon about the importance of the honey bee but also having the
opportunity to develop public speaking skills and personal conﬁdence that will be beneﬁcial throughout their life.
In January, we will get back into our normal run of beekeeping programs.
This month, we will also share a lile Christmas fesvity and sing a few Christmas carols. Be sure to see the Finger
Food Potluck informaon on Page 6 about the Christmas snack table. Bring your favorite Christmas goodie, ﬁnger
sandwiches, pastries, fruit, dessert -- almost the same as our usual snack table but more so. We do like to try and
make it a lile special for Christmas. Please, do not bring items that have to be cooked or heated on site. And please
stay a few minutes a4er closing to help with the cleanup.
As we get back to our normal meengs in January, we are looking for ideas and topics that you would like to have
discussed. Share your thoughts with our Program Director Ma Thomas or any of the other board members. ETBA
meengs are what you make them. There are a lot of roles you can play, from giving presentaons to se7ng up extra
chairs. If you have an idea or see a job that needs to be done, don't just sit there, jump right in.
See you on December 3rd. And have a Merry Christmas.
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HONEY QUEEN REPORT by Lani Lanchester
The Queen’s Commiee is excited to report we will be presenng our 2016 ETBA Ambassador and crowning our 2016
ETBA Honey Queen at the December 3rd meeng . The commiee interviewed our candidates last month. Our
Ambassador posion is a new addion to the ETBA Honey Queen Program oﬀering opportunies for young men to
represent ETBA and promote the beekeeping industry. Jacob Cole was chosen to be our ﬁrst ETBA Ambassador. Jacob
is prepared to be a trailblazer in developing this new posion. He is an outstanding young man with a keen interest in
the honeybee and public service.
We are delighted that Briany Miller, our 2015 ETBA Honey Princess, has chosen to serve ETBA for another year as
ETBA Honey Queen. Briany has shown great personal and professional growth and her enthusiasm for the program
was inspiring to the whole commiee and the community. I was delighted last week to receive high praise from the
president of the Lion’s club in Troup for Princess Briany’s presentaon . Briany has a fan!
Jacob and Briany will be excellent representaves in 2016. They are well spoken, answer quesons well, are accomplished beekeepers, and movated to learn and do more. It will be an excing year to see all they can do. Please join
us at the December 3rd ETBA meeng to congratulate our Queen and Ambassador and to wish them abundant success.

From Our Honey Queen
This year I have been selected to serve as the ETBA 2016 Honey Queen. I am honored to be able
to represent our club and to serve our communies. I am very excited for this upcoming year and
know there are a lot of things in store for me. I have grown so much in this past year as the Honey
Princess. “Thank You” to the Queen Commiee for this wonderful opportunity to represent our
club again this upcoming year.
My dad and I started beekeeping almost two years ago. I wasn't really sure of the idea of being
around bees, but the more I learned about them, the more interested I became. I took Mr.
Counts’ beekeeping class and enjoyed listening to him talk about beekeeping and even hearing
stories about his experiences. I hope that one day I'll be as good of a beekeeper as he!
As the youngest of ﬁve children, I love spending me with my sisters and brothers. My family means more to me than
anything else and I am so grateful for their support. I am an acve member of The Church of Jesus Christ of Laer-Day
Saints and parcipate in their youth programs. Through those programs, I learn new skills, gain new talents, have the
opportunity to serve in my community.
My hobbies include camping, ﬁshing, and
hunng. I also love to bake and cook,
especially cooking in a Dutch Oven. This
past year, I learned a lot about cooking
and baking with honey.
A4er graduaon, I plan to serve an 18-month mission for my
church, which has been my goal for quite some me. A4er I
come home from my mission, I hope to pursue a career as a
midwife. I also hope to be able to raise a family of my own.
Last year, as many of you know, I represented ETBA as the
Honey Princess. It was such a great opportunity for me and I
deﬁnitely have acquired more conﬁdence. I would like to thank
ETBA for supporng me and giving me this opportunity to serve
as the 2016 ETBA Honey Queen.
~Briany Miller
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From Our ETBA Ambassador
Hello fellow beekeepers. My name is Jacob Cole
and I am your 2016 ETBA Ambassador. The ETBA
Ambassador Program is new this year. It is the
male equivalent of the ETBA Queen Program. I
am excited to teach people who are interested in
bees and also to volunteer for our club.
I became interested in bees and beekeeping
about four years ago when my family and I saw a
presentaon given by the ETBA HoneyQueen and
Princess. I was 10 at the me and started
counng the months ll I was 12 when I could
apply for the ETBA Youth Scholarship. A4er a two
year wait, I applied for the scholarship and
received it. I went through the program with my
father. We received our hives at the end of the course and later on we
caught a swarm. Sadly, two of our hives died over the winter, but when
spring rolled around we replaced them and got several more hives. We
have had 11 hives over the year, but two absconded.
I have some experience with public speaking. I have spoken at a local
children’s garden group on assorted topics from bees to plant parts,
and more. I have also spoken through 4-H on an assortment of
subjects, including bees and beekeeping. I have also hosted a spin club
(4-H Special Interest Club) on bees at my house. I recently became an
Apprence Master Beekeeper cerﬁed by the new Texas Master
Beekeeper Program. With all of these experiences, I hope I will be able
to eﬀecvely educate people as your Ambassador.
My current career plan is to go to Texas A&M and get a degree in wildlife biology or management. I would then hopefully go to the Game
Warden Academy and become a Texas game warden. I think that an
in-depth knowledge of plants and bees would help me immensely if I
am able to travel down that path. I hope to go through the Henderson
Master Gardener class in 2016 and increase my plant knowledge.
In conclusion, I would like to thank the ETBA club members for this
opportunity. I would also like to thank the Queen/Ambassador
Commiee in advance because they will put in a lot of hard work in the
coming year. I hope that I will improve this year in my public speaking.
Thank you for this amazing opportunity. I look forward to meeng you at
the next meeng.
~Jacob Cole
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by Gus Wolf

Well, it took a while this year but colder weather ﬁnally made its appearance. With the threat of a mild
frost on Saturday evening the 21st, our household was thrown into the annual “get the garden ready for the frost”
zzy. The last of the tomatoes, peppers, eggplant, basil and squashes were harvested, as well as the sweet potatoes.
This was our second year growing sweet potatoes and we were once again amazed at how easy they were to grow and
how proliﬁc they produce. From a small patch, we harvested well over 150 pounds and plenty of slips to start with
next year. Some of the larger tubers are bigger than a toddlers head.
So, now the garden is ready for the onslaught of the cold weather. Three rows of leuce and other tender crops have
been covered under low tunnels and should connue to grow well throughout the winter. We have found that some
crops do very well when it is cooler and they seem to enjoy the protected climate of the low tunnel. In the next week
or so, I will ﬁnish pu7ng the plasc covering on our greenhouse and that should be adequate for starng seedlings
much earlier for the coming growing season.
With the arrival of the frost, we had to bid adieu to a wild squash that grew in this year’s garden . It was the largest
vine I have ever seen both in diameter of the stalk and in territory covered. It was the Godzilla of squash plants. And it
produced eighteen large (10 to 15 pound) green pumpkins with a very tasty orange ﬂesh. I have no idea where it came
from but you can rest assured that we will be saving seed and purposefully planng it next year.
The day before our garden zzy, I received a hive removal call that turned out to be the easiest one I will ever have.
Someone about a mile and a half from my home called and said he discovered a bee hive at his house. He had le4 an
empty Home Depot bucket on the deck and the bees had made a hive inside it. They would ﬂy under the deck, come
up through the slot between the boards and into the bucket. Of course, he did not discover it unl he righted the
bucket to use it. When he saw what was inside he promptly returned it to it’s inverted posion, le4 it, and called a
beekeeper for removal. Graeme and I went a4er dark and brought a lid for our equipment. We got there and noced
that the deck was discolored and saw the neat circle le4 by the inverted bucket at the original locaon – it had been
there for a while. He li4ed the bucket and I slid the
lid underneath, and he snapped the bucket onto the
lid. Done! We brought it home and the next a4ernoon I drilled a half inch hole about half way up the
side and, presto! – a Home Depot skep. They will
never survive the rigors of winter so in the coming
days I’ll be housing them in a more appropriate
home.
By and large, our remaining hives seem prey well
prepared for the coming cold weather. They all laid
up an abundance of fall honey that should serve
them well. As of last week, all but one had plenty of
stores and brood, although the queens seemed to be
slowing down. Only a handful of drones were seen,
which would be right. I doubt if right now there are
any at all. One hive had no brood but lots of bees,
pollen and honey and nectar, so there is a problem
there. This may be where my Home Depot queen
spends the rest of her days.
It would be a good me to add feeders in ancipaon of using them later this season or to provide food for hives that
may not have enough in stores. It would also be past me to remove empty boxes and store them away as the bees
don’t need extra empty space to heat. The frost would have killed oﬀ not only garden plants but all the sensive
forage plants. Soon the bees will be enrely on their own. Help them now and prevent problems later.
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Practical Experiences in the Beeyard by Stan Brantley
As I write this arcle, the north wind is howling and the temperature is dropping, headed toward freezing
for the next two mornings. This is the ﬁrst seriously cold weather of the fall and winter. If I have done my
job right, my bees are in a cluster with plenty of stores packed away. Any remaining fall forage will now be gone and
the bees will be dependent on their internal stores or on supplemental feed that I give them.
December is the month for planning the next year’s beekeeping acvies. The ﬁrst order of business is to decide if you
are going to be a “responsible beekeeper”. A responsible beekeeper has great respect for the wondrous insect that
we need to care for during the coming year. A goal I establish for myself each year is, “I will strive to do the best I can
to prevent any of my hives from being destroyed by parasites.” Most years, I do prey well, except for late season
Nucs that have to struggle to not fall prey to hive beetles. Another goal is to ensure that none of my hives starve to
death. Success with this goal requires being aware of forage condions and paying close aenon to the stores
available in the hive. If I work diligently to achieve these goals, not only do my bees thrive but I become a “responsible
beekeeper”. Consider se7ng your own goals for the 2016 bee season and develop a plan to accomplish them.
December is also the me to plan and make purchases of the beekeeping equipment you will need to accomplish your
2016 goals. Are you going to expand your apiary? Do you have the woodenware to do so? If not, get your orders in
now before the spring rush. Are you planning to expand by catching swarms this spring and summer? Do you have
the necessary equipment to capture, transport and raise the bees you catch? Need a catch box? Need Nuc boxes?
Have you put your name on the swarm call list with your local county agent or police or ﬁre department? Are you
planning on doing bee removal this summer? Do you have the appropriate tools and skills to open a wall, remove bees
and comb, and repair the wall? Got a bee vac? Got buckets or bins to carry away the removed comb? Will you need
some queens this spring? Beer get those ordered right away unless you want to wait ll mid-summer to receive
your new queens. I hope to cause you to think through your goals and plans for the coming spring and then act with a
sense of urgency to obtain the equipment and supplies you will need, ensuring that you have enough me to have
everything assembled, painted, and ready to use when that ﬁrst spring swarm issues. If you are not ready then, it is
too late!
You have now had another year of beekeeping experiences. For new beekeepers, you have completed your ﬁrst
season. Your knowledge level should have increased over the past months. Hopefully, your experiences have shown
you what you “did not know” and what you now need to improve. You should be ancipang improving your
beekeeping skills and knowledge even more through the coming season. Your plans for improvement should include
aending and parcipang in local bee club meengs. Noce that I said aending and parcipang -- get to know
your fellow beekeepers, ask quesons, oﬀer suggesons for topics to be discussed, even volunteer to moderate a
discussion or sit on a Q&A panel. You do not have to be an expert to start a discussion that will lead to answers and
ideas from your fellow members. You will learn so much more it you parcipate rather than just come and sit! While
at the meengs, ﬁnd and introduce yourself to other beekeepers from your area. You may ﬁnd there is a more
seasoned beekeeper that can help you with your local issues. Start a pracce of reading the beekeeping publicaons
such as Bee Culture and the American Bee Journal. You can go online and purchase a subscripon to these magazines.
You can also get the Kelly Beekeeping newsleer free each month by subscribing on the Walter Kelly beekeeping
supply company’s website.
Christmas is coming soon and you could add some of your beekeeping needs to your wish list. You could also consider
donang to the charies that support beekeeping in other less fortunate countries. I recently gave a bee presentaon
at a garden club. I was later pleased to learn that the members made a donaon in my name to Heifer
Internaonal, a program that includes sustainable beekeeping in its donaons of agricultural animals
and plants to less fortunate peoples.
The Got Quesons? room will be open 6:00-6:30 before the meeng. Join us if you are a new beekeeper
or have some beekeeping quesons. We will try to help you ﬁnd some answers. I have a conﬂict this
month and will not be able to aend. Jimmy Lanham will be there to answer your quesons. I will see
you in January if the weather permits the drive from Jeﬀerson.
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Bee Facts by Eddie Collins
As the cold weather moves in, I have double checked my hives to verify they had plenty of feed
and bees. I prefer to have at least three deep frames of honey and six or more full frames of
bees. By full frames, I mean there should be complete coverage of both sides of the frames.
The more bees the beer. As for feed, we are a fortunate to live in a warm climate that gives us
the opportunity to feed year around. The only caveat to this is if the hive isn’t strong enough
then they can’t maintain a warm hive temp to consume the food.
Know your enemy. At the TBA convenon there was a lot of talk
about mites, Integrated Pest Management (IPM), and how big an
impact mites are on the honey bee. In all this, it pointed out to
me that I really don’t know a lot about what I consider Enemy
Number One to my bees. I know how to treat but I really don’t
know a lot about this creature that haunts me and my bees.
Over next month, I’m going to do some research to learn all I can
about this creature.
This me of the year, I get phone calls that go something like
this: “I checked my bees a couple months ago and there were a
lot of bees. I just now checked and they are all dead. What has
happened to my bees?” I start asking things like: A COUPLE
MONTHS AGO!!! Did you see mulple frames of brood in various stages? What was the brood paern like? Did you
check for mites? Did you treat for mites? What were their stores like back A COUPLE MONTHS AGO!!! With the
“lack” of informaon that I am given, it is really hard to give an exact answer but I believe in most cases the cause of
collapse is mites. Over the spring and summer, as the bee populaon gets larger, so does the mite populaon. Then as
the hive goes into the fall, the queen cuts back on her laying and the older bees start to die oﬀ. This situaon causes
the rao of mites-to-bees to become very unfavorable to the bees. Add to this all the viruses that mites carry and this
is a recipe for disaster. Unfortunately for us and our bees, we no longer live in an age where we can just set our bees
out back and only check them every couple of months and then to only look under the cover or pull honey oﬀ. At least
not if we expect them to live as a producve colony for more than a year or two.
At the December meeng, I’ll start taking orders for 2016 nucs. At the meeng, I will have addional informaon or
you can send me an email. beeman@cncfarms.com. One thing diﬀerent next year is I’ll have some doubles available
that will be “honey producing ready” – all you’ll need to do is add your supers.
See you at the next meeng!
beeman@cncfarms.com

ETBA Christmas Celebration
Finger Food Potluck
Bring finger foods — deli tray, small
sandwiches, Lil’smokies, chips and dips,
queso, fruit, veggies, cheese balls, crackers,
etc.
ALSO, everyone please bring your favorite
Christmas dessert goodies!

Arrive early and have your food setup
by 6:30. That is 15 minutes earlier
than our regular start time. The room
is open by 6:00.
Stay a few minutes after the meeting
to help with the cleanup.

