East Texas Beekeepers
Association
ETBA CHRISTMAS CELEBRATION
Finger Food Potluck : Please bring finger foods such as deli tray, small sandwiches, Lil’ smokies,
chips & dips, queso, fruit, veggies, cheese balls & crackers, pretzels, your favorite Christmas
dessert goodies, etc. (There will not be electric outlets available to plug anything into).
Arrive early and have your food set up by 6:30. The room will be open at 6:00. We need help
with clean up afterwards, so please stay and lend a hand.
*We will also be announcing the winners of the Honey Tasting Contest & Beekeeper of the Year
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December Report by Dick Counts
ETBA Directors – there will be a Board Meeng before the meeng beginning at 5:30.
I am looking forward to seeing you at our December 7th meeng. This is the month we take a few minutes to
recognize some beekeepers who were special achievers in 2017. I have some excing news to share with you. Our
club will be working with Camp Tyler to build and manage a new observaon hive at the camp. We are sll working
out the ﬁnal details, including when we will start construcon. Building an outdoor observaon hive is a good project
for a team of several people. We will call for club volunteers to help with the physical construcon. I will let you
know when we are ready to start building.
In more excing news, our friend Dr. Larry Conner will be in Longview for a presentaon hosted by the North East
Texas Beekeepers Associaon, March 17, 2018. The presentaon will be open to members of other bee clubs,
including ETBA. Dr. Conner publishes arcles in several naonal bee magazines, has wri0en numerous books, and is
a noted and entertaining speaker. Mark your calendars for March 17. I will provide details about registraon as they
become available. If you have never heard Dr. Conner, don’t miss this chance.
There are sll a few openings for our 2018 Beginner Beekeeping Class, including openings for up to four Scholarship
Students. If you are interested or know of someone who is interested, please contact me no later than December 15.
The class is scheduled to begin Saturday, January 6, and will meet one Saturday each month unl bees are delivered
in April or May.
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I hope everyone had a Happy Thanksgiving, I know I did. This month concludes my first year
as the ambassador, I really learned a lot as the ETBA Ambassador, and I am really looking
forward to serving my second year. These are some pictures I’d like to share with you all.
This past month my brother Jacob and I were able to attend the Texas Beekeepers Association
Fall Conference; which was awesome. We were able get there early Thursday so that I was able
to take the Texas Master Beekeeper Program Advanced Level test, and I passed, so now I am an Advanced
Level Master Beekeeper. Over the course of this year, I will be studying for the Master level certification,
and hope to share what I am learning along the way. Over the course of the weekend, I was also able to
hear many different speakers and many things about Honey bees that I did not know.
My favorite day of the Conference was on Saturday. Unlike the usual one
speaker per hour, there were many different breakout sessions featuring six
different speakers each hour. I was able to attend several different and very
interesting presentations such as, Honey Varietals, Beescapes and plants for
bees, Commercial Pollination, and one of my favorites, Managing Varroa
Mites with Integrated Pest Management. I enjoyed all of the many different
sessions I was able to attend, and plan to use many of the things I learned.
This month will conclude my first term as the Ambassador so I want to tell
you about my favorite speaking opportunities and presentations. One of my
first presentations was to a local Tyler garden club. This was my very first
presentation given to adults as the Ambassador, so I was a little nervous.
Since they were a Garden club I decided to give a PowerPoint presentation
on Beescapes. I enjoy giving these presentations because it is a topic that I
really enjoy learning about. Another of my favorite presentations was at the
Rose City Famers Market. This presentation was coordinated by a member of ETBA who wanted me to
come out and do some cooking demonstrations when he was at the market selling honey. This was my
first time doing cooking demonstrations and I really enjoyed doing it.

This past year I really enjoyed serving as the Ambassador. I grew as a leader, and definitely as a public
speaker. I really look forward to serving a second year as ETBA’s Ambassador. I also strongly encourage
everyone to attend TBA next Fall’s convention. I hope to see you all at the Christmas party, and until
next time, Merry Christmas!

~ Peter
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President’s Letter by Matt Thomas
Forward Thinking
By now the thought of whether or not your bees will make it through the winter has probably crossed your
mind. Did you do all you could this year to make sure you built your colonies up for the winter? Are your
bees fat and ready for winter? Do you have a big cluster of bees? Do you have a deep full of honey?
During the spring I am always thinking about the next spring. Every task and every bit of management on my part in the
spring is always about the next spring. Beekeeping is many things, but it mostly is forward thinking. Every queen I raise
and every jar of syrup I feed is about building populaon. From the pollen pa9es in January to the mite treatments in
July are about ge9ng the bees to their maximum health. Every year we are thinking ahead to fall ﬂows and winter
dearth, and how our bees go in to winter; meaning their health and cluster size will be an indicator of how our spring
will go. In the south we don’t have to worry about cleansing ﬂights, pollen scarcity, and insulang our bee hives. What
we do have to think about is keeping good queens in the boxes and making sure Varroa destrucon minimal or none.
Very recently many from the bee club a0ended the Texas Beekeepers Associaon Convenon in Temple. It was a good
convenon with a lot of great informaon about honeybees and beekeeping. There was a tremendous amount of
informaon about Varroa and treatment. One of the key insights of many of the talks was - modern day beekeeping in
managing Varroa. Beekeepers are not beekeepers for long unless they ﬁgure out how to manage the invasive mite.
The Varroa mite, however, is not the biggest obstacle to the future of beekeeping.
I read an arcle in one of the bee journals recently that talked about the decline in bee colonies from 5 million in the
1940’s to half that amount today. Why are there only half as many colonies today? There are many obvious reasons
but, on the top of the list was that low honey prices drove beekeepers out of the industry. Beekeepers could not make
a living keeping bees. A0rion, Tracheal mites, Varroa, CCD, less forage and disease are some of the obvious culprits.
There is one more predominate foe that plagues the beekeeping world.
Very recently I asked one of the speakers at TBA how the beekeeping industry could make a comeback and rebound for
the growing pollinaon needs. The speaker wasn’t sure how to answer. I caught her a li0le oﬀ guard. The beekeeping
industry is thriving in both pollinaon contracts and bee and equipment sales. Honey prices are much be0er than they
were in the 1940’s and beyond. With a more conducive and proﬁtable industry, why are they not rebounding? New
beekeepers join us every day in their pursuit to help the industry and the dire need for happy and healthy honeybees,
but are also losing their colonies every year for a number of reasons.
At TBA a guy walked up to me and said “if beekeepers want to make increases to rebound to 5 million they could do it
in a season. We have enough bees to ﬁll pollinaon contracts.” There is only one problem-good beekeepers don’t
grow on trees, they are made. Where would you ﬁnd beekeepers to manage 2.5 million colonies? The problem isn’t
the ability to make an increase and raise healthy bees, it is ﬁnding people to do it.
While mites are a formidable opponent, the real issue, in my modest opinion, is that beekeepers have not consistently
been keeping up with beekeeping disciples. The real challenge is converng people from the hobbyist pool to sideliner
to commercial operator. Beekeeping is a sacred pracce that has been passed down from beekeeper to apprence
since the beginning of beekeeping husbandry. What happens when the sacred pracce is not passed on to disciples?
The pracce eventually dies out. We are stewards of honeybees and it is the holy obligaon of all the great and
dedicated praconers of the honeybees to pass on sacred informaon. The only way beginners learn the secrets,
nature and pracce of beekeeping is for them to follow an experienced beekeeper around his or her apiary and learn
the operaon hands on. They learn what bees are capable of and some of the tricks and pracces that will help them
take the next steps in their own management. Experienced beekeepers will help in teaching what to do and when to do
it. They will teach less experienced beekeepers how to be forward thinkers.
~ Matt

See you in December at the Christmas Meeting!
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Practical Experiences in the Beeyard by Stan Brantley
The work with bees is winding down to “wait unl next year” for many beekeepers. However,
we in East Texas may yet see some warmer days before the year is done. There are sll tasks
needing your a0enon -- checking hives for stores, ordering or repairing woodenware, enrolling
in beginner’s beekeeping classes, and making your orders for queens and hives.
But December is also the month to think about the past eleven months, evaluang what you did
and what you were not able to do. It may also be the month to think “How did I ever believe I
could keep honeybees alive!” Let’s hope not!
Think about all of the things you did that turned out great. How you found the best spot to put your hives.
How they made so much honey you did not know how to get rid of all of it. This means your decision about
when to put on supers worked out just right.
Think about all of the me you spent checking your hive to be sure the queen was sll producing the most eggs
possible. Think about the mite checks you made to determine your hive mite count and the type of control you
used when you found the count too high. Think about the mite check you did aEer compleng treatment and
found only one mite.
Think about the programs your bee club provided throughout the year that helped you to produce the honey
you have on hand right now. Think about how you can become more acve in the club to help others by
training to become a mentor.
Think about the beekeeper that asked so many quesons you knew the meengs were just what they needed.
Think about how you felt when you ﬁnally introduced yourself and found that they were your neighbor just
down the road. Think how much they would enjoy your help in learning how to inspect their hives. I have
found that when you try to help another beekeeper, you also increase your own knowledge about bees.
Think about how you are going to do more reading to expand your knowledge base. Think about how you are
going to join a second bee club to get diﬀerent ideas from diﬀerent beekeepers. Think about parcipang in
next year’s state bee convenons, excellent opportunies to share with beekeepers from all over the area and
to learn from some of the naonally recognized bee sciensts, authors and researchers who are there to
present programs.
Beekeeping is what you put into it. Put in a lot and you get
substanal knowledge and experiences out of it. This year is
almost gone and our beekeeping accomplishments for 2017 are
almost history. They were what they were. Next year is what you
make it.
I am eagerly looking forward to a great beekeeping year in 2018!
Hope to see you with me on the journey.

