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The December 2020 Club Updates—No Meetings at this time.
Merry Christmas everyone! I look forward to beginning a new year and sure hope we can have in
person meetings again. Please let me know of any suggestions for topics or possible speakers you
would like that would be beneficial for our group. Please email me at the above address.

GREAT CHRISTMAS GIFT IDEA FOR BEEKEEPERS and HONEY LOVERS ALIKE!

The Beekeeper’s Bible is as much an ultimate guide to the practical essentials of beekeeping
as it is a beautiful almanac to be read from cover to cover. Part history book, part handbook,
and part cookbook, this illustrated tome covers every facet of the ancient hobby of beekeeping,
from how to manage hives safely to harvesting one's own honey, and ideas for how to use honey
and beeswax. Detailed instructions for making candles, furniture polish, beauty products, and
nearly 100 honey-themed recipes are included. Fully illustrated with how-to photography &
unique etchings. Available from Amazon and other on-line book sellers for around $29.
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December in the past meant joyous times at the Christmas style meetings at your bee
club. I suspect that will not happen at many locations in December 2020! However, since we
have all this spare time, we can do the same beekeeping things that we have done in past years.
I have in the past suggested at this time of year to club members to consolidate orders for
new equipment with other club members to take advantage of bulk pricing. However, it seems
this year the bee supply houses are trying to make up for sales lost due to the pandemic. Some special sales
of woodenware are by pallet lots only, which would require several individuals to get together to take
advantage of the offer.
In the Ark La Tex area, we are unusually blessed with a pretty mild winter, allowing our bees to fly
many days between December 1st and February 28th. On some of these warm days, (temperatures in the low
60s) we should be able to take a quick check in the brood chamber to determine the status of the hive and of
the amount of remaining stores. If you have two brood chambers, there should be plenty of stores in the top
chamber. However, it never hurts to check when the weather allows. Make sure your hives do not run out
of stored food during the colder days and nights of December and January.
In the event you just now got around to doing a check for mites, it is still not too late to put miticide
strips in the hive. Nearly all of the mites will be on adult bees as there will be very little brood in the hive
for the winter. Be sure to follow manufacturer’s instructions when you install the strips. I place two strips
just inside what appears to be the outside edge of the cluster so there will be good contact with the bees.
Place 2 strips in the top box and two in the bottom box, in the same relative positions. After the prescribed
number of days, remove the strips on a warm afternoon. It would be a good idea to also do your first mite
check of 2021 to get an idea of the mite load in your hive before the new brood cycle begins.
December is the month to get those dead outs cleaned and ready to be placed back in service this
spring. It is also a good time to clean and prepare your swarm traps for use. A good project would be to
build some sturdy but lighter swarm boxes that would be easier to mount when you have to climb a tall
ladder to secure them in a tree. You should also prepare some Nucs to house small captured swarms. I
recommend transferring swarm trap bees to a Nuc rather than a full-sized hive, particularly one with a
screened bottom board. The larger box and screened bottom do not give a feeling of security for a small
two or three frame group of bees, creating a greater tendency for them to abscond. I prefer to initially house
a captured swarm in a five-frame Nuc and “grow” them until they fill that box. I then transfer them to a
full size box. Larger swarms of bees should do okay in a full sized screen bottomed box. However, I
suggest you consider closing it off for a week or so until they get several frames of wax drawn, then you
can open it back up.
Wax foundation, if that is what you prefer, can be installed to be ready for use this spring. Clean and
wire the frames now and have them ready to add the wax foundation around the first of February. If you
install the wax in December and stack the frames, you may find tiny white lines caused by wax moth larva
in the wax. Used wax foundation is not very attractive and normally can not be destroyed by the moths but
may still show signs of larva activity.
December is also a time for giving. If you are considering giving financially to worthy causes,
look at Heifer.org. Heifer International is an organization dedicated to supporting sustainable farming
in the USA and many foreign countries. For $30, you can support the gift of a hive of honeybees.
Quoting from their web page, “A Heifer honeybee gift donation includes a bee package, hive, box and
training in beekeeping techniques.”
https://www.heifer.org/gift-catalog/animals/gift-of-honeybees.html
~ Mr. Stan Brantley
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Last month I tried to place an order for honey bottles. This is something I’ve
done numerous times before, and has become routine. Except this time, there
were no 1 lb. bottles that I normally use. So I called another of the major
beekeeping suppliers, and got the same message.
Apparently the plastics manufacturer has re-routed production to hand sanitizer for a
period of time and it will likely be next year before production of honey bottles resumes.
I found another 1 lb. bottle that would work, but in limited quantities.
I also got a significant honey order in most jar containers. This is something I keep
on hand, buying more than my annual demand at a time. I placed an order for more jars
because my inventory was getting low. To my surprise, the cost had more than doubled
since my last order!
All of this to say, you may want to stay ahead of your honey container requirements.
Even when container production normalizes, we’re likely to see some significant price
increases. I’m starting to warn my customers that they will likely see price increases next
year, driven in large part by container availability/pricing.
The silver lining to this story is that demand for local honey seems to be strong!
The farmers market where I normally sell did not open this year. In spite of this, I’ve sold
more honey than ever before…..much of it out my back door to people who call me out of
the blue. If you have honey to sell, you should have no problem working off your inventory.
Just a note about Thanksgiving. I’m always thankful for my family and my faith.
In this year of turmoil and pandemic, I’m especially thankful that beekeeping has been a
routine, an escape…..something normal I can go to and get away from the craziness.
My hope is that however you choose to spend the holiday season, you can find peace and joy
in the things that do not change.

The new Texas “Love Honey Bees” license plate. This will not only generate
some ‘bee talk’, but $22 of the $30 fee goes to bee education and research.
I’ve ordered mine(..will you join me, Trish, and others in putting these plates
on your vehicle too ? You can order plates at :
https://www.txdmv.gov/motorists/license-plates/specialty-license-plates
* In the (green) search menu on the right side of the page, type in honey bees and then click on the image.
Another small window will open and you can order yours! Your new Texas honey bee plates should be
ready in approx. 3-5 weeks.
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In December, most beekeepers are winding down the year and take the month to rest and
plan for the New Year..
If you are checking on your bees in December, make sure you wait until it is at least 45
degrees. Better if it is closer to 60. Make the hive check very quick. Most likely I won’t be in
my bees unless it is 60 degrees and I’m concerned about a possible problem. Go ahead and make
sure the bees have enough stores. You can do that by peeking in OR you can lift the back of the
hive with 2 fingers. Does it feel heavy or too light? Feed them with syrup or 2:1 sugar water if it
is light.
December is also a great time to make products from beeswax. Lip balm kits are available from bee
suppliers and are an easy craft that kids can help you with. The lip balm with your wax will make a great stocking
stuffer for friends and family. I really like to add lavender essential oil but the choices for aroma and flavor are
endless.
If you haven’t already started dreaming about your 2021 year, you still have time.
Here are some questions to ponder:
1) Do I want to have more hives? Will I split or buy a nucleus colony? If you are planning on buying a nucleus
colony or queen, you need to be ready to make those reservations/purchases no later than the first part of
January. Some are accepting orders now.
2) Do I need to re-queen my hive(s)? Some options to consider: Some sell queen cells that are a few days from
emergence, some sell virgin queens and most sell a mated queen. What are you interested in? How long are you
willing to wait for the new queen to start laying? Remember it will take longer to have new bees emerging from a
new queen if you start with a queen cell and have to wait for her to emerge, mate and then settle back into the hive.
You also run the risk of her having a mishap and not making it back to the hive.
3) Do I need to buy more equipment? To replace damaged boxes/frames? Or, for expansion? I had several boxes
that were damaged this year and are on my list to replace. It is so much better to build boxes and paint PRIOR to
March. Make a buying list and leave hints for people wanting to buy you a Christmas gift!
4) It is not too late to treat for mites. If you haven’t already, go complete a mite count and treat to prevent further
winter losses. Most people that are losing hives right now are due to Varroa counts being too high.
God has been so good to me and my family. Take the opportunity of this holiday season to look around and
count your blessings. Count them and you will find yourself smiling more and more! As I ponder what I am
thankful for, you are on my list! And as we enter December, we have even more to be thankful for. I am personally
so thankful that my Jesus came in the form of a babe to save the world!

Merry Christmas and God Bless Each of You!
~ Melissa Maeker
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Happy Holidays Beekeepers!
I am excited for the upcoming spring even though it is months ways. During this time of the year,
the bees should be hibernating, but the beekeeper should not be. Now is when you should be planning and
preparing for next spring. We here at CNC Honey Farms are beginning the process, as should you. For
your equipment, there are always repairs to be completed and new equipment to order. I am always encouraging my
dad to work on preventative maintenance. It is easier to fix our forklift or trailers now in this moderate weather as
opposed to in the dark Walmart parking lot while it rains.
With some of the moderately warm weather, my dad and I have decided to feed our bees multiple times to
keep them stocked with stores to make sure they get through the colder weather. We are working to keep the bees
healthy and large to prepare them for the splitting season. We will begin taking orders starting on January 1st, 2021.
We also still have pre-order gift certificates available just in time for Christmas. Below is what we will be offering
for sale for spring 2021. If you have any questions, please email me at connie@cncfarms.com.
Option One – Four Frame Nuc $150 – This is a four-frame nuc in a cardboard box. This option comes with a
new queen, bees, and guaranteed two frames of brood. The frames will be a mix of either wood or plastic that
will have brood, honey, and pollen. There will not be room for the hive to expand, and a hive body will be
needed after purchase.
Option Two – Single Hive $165 – This is a full single-story hive that you provide the hive body box for when
you pick up your hive. You place the order, and we will build the nuc in our equipment. Then, in April, you
will bring an empty hive, and we will move the nuc from our equipment into yours. You will need to bring
the following equipment: A standard 10 frame hive body box, a top, a bottom, and a strap to secure the hive
for transport.
Option Three – Full Single Hive $220 – A full single-story hive built in new equipment. No need to bring
additional equipment. Your purchase includes a new standard 10 frame hive body box, top, bottom, and eight
frames consisting of five-plus frames of brood and honey: a new queen and bees.
Option Four – Full Double Hive $275 – This option is a double story hive with a new queen ready for honey
production. You will need to add supers after purchasing. Please note that the equipment will be in good
working condition, but will not be brand new equipment.
Option Five – Non-Standard $200 – This option is so we can accommodate all of your requests for starting your
hive. There are a lot of different styles and options available for you to choose from as a beekeeper. However,
not all run well along with our standard equipment. This package is for the non-standard such as Top Bar
Hives, Flow Hives, or something else you would like to use as a hive.
All of these options will be available for ordering starting January 1st. You do not have to pay until you pick
up your bees in mid-April. However, are you wanting to purchase your bees now? Do you have someone who would
enjoy the gift of bees for Christmas? We are now offering gift certificates for any of the above options. You must
prepay, and a gift certificate will be mailed to you. Gift baskets of goodies from CNC Honey Farms will also be
available for purchase to send with your gift certificate. If you are interested in purchasing a gift certificate or have
any questions please don’t hesitate to let us know. Merry Christmas and Happy New Year!
Stay safe, everyone, and hopefully,
we will begin meeting again soon!
~ Connie Collins
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