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As we wrap up the 2021, I can’t help but reflect on the past couple of years of CoVid, winter storms, and
other changes that impacted beekeeping. The pandemic curtailed ETBA meetings, created a shortage of plastic
honey bottles, caused us to cancel events, and generally interrupted our routine. Gulf storms caused significant
damage, creating shortages of wood that drove up prices for equipment….which have not returned to previous
levels. The epic winter storm this year delayed hive development, killed or damaged blooming plants/trees (e.g.
tallow), resulting in much lower honey production for the region. Gas prices have spiked, which raises the cost of
moving bees and beekeeping work for those whose hives are not in their backyard.
While inflation has put pressure on our costs, honey prices are not moving up proportionately. I’m seeing some
local beekeepers who are raising prices, but many are not. This will likely change over the winter as many
producers run out of honey inventory and local shortages become widespread.
With that said, it felt good this year when we resumed monthly meetings. We had a very nice beekeeping
clinic in April. The East Texas State Fair went well after being canceled in 2020. We dedicated a new observation
hive at the Tyler Rose Garden, with some good publicity. Several new beekeepers in the club produced their first
crop of honey! And we were able to seamlessly change some of the ETBA officer roles. What a year!
As we look forward to 2022, I’m thankful for what we’ve been able to accomplish this year and hope that
we can resume a large degree of normalcy next year. And I wish each of you a safe and happy holiday season, a
Merry Christmas, and all the best as we bring in the new year.
Beehive on the ground after being blown off its stand by strong winds in late October.
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by Meagan Elzner

The December Program…
Crystal Johnson McLean
of

Honey Guy Products
She will tell us how Honey Guy Products got started
and
how it became such a sensation!
She will be giving a demonstration on how to make
one of her hand products!
You can visit her website at

www.thehoneyguy.com
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by Stan Brantley

Now is the time for all good beekeepers to enjoy the finer things of the past
year. There is really not much you can do during December except review your
past year’s work. Think about what you might have done differently to achieve
better results. Maybe you did a cut-out (that is a lot of work) and did not
confine the queen on all of that comb full of capped brood. In a couple of days,
all of those bees just decided to leave for someplace unknown. I have
experienced the same situation and for some reason the bees don’t swarm out
of the hive, they just disappear without a trace.
December is the time to reflect on your past months of learning more about the honey bee that you have
invested your time and finances in to obtain what most beekeepers expect – a bountiful harvest of honey to
sell or for a nice Christmas present for friends and next-door neighbors.
Cold weather will soon be upon us. You will need to check your hives for stores during the winter months. In
the ArkLaTex area, there will still be days of weather warm enough to do an inspection inside the hive. On cold
and windy days, you can estimate the amount of stores using the two-finger lift. If the hive feels light, feed 2to-1 sugar syrup. Be cautious when you feed sugar water to your hives and do not spill it inside the hive.
Spilled sugar water could start a robbing situation. Entrance reducers installed with the smallest opening could
prevent a robbing disaster for a weak hive. Be zealous in your attention to your hives. Do not let them exhaust
their stores and starve to death. Weekly attention through the cold months will pay dividends with more
successful hives in March.
Did you attend your local bee club meetings? Did you participate in club functions? There are many
opportunities in which to participate. There is always a need to help set-up before the meeting and clean-up
afterwards. Maybe you have had an experience that never happened before that you think might benefit other
club members. Or, you may want to share something you have been doing in your beekeeping activity that
others might consider for their next year’s operation. I know the program chair would be happy to schedule
you to share at the next month’s meeting.
Volunteer organizations need workers. For some reason, most people don’t want to be in a place of
responsibility. Why? Because they short change themselves by believing other members are more
knowledgeable and have more to offer. But we all learn from shared experiences, whether our level of
knowledge is sufficient for us to teach or whether our role is to raise a question and start a dialog. We are all in
the club to learn and to do our best to improve the art of our chosen passion. So when you offer yourself for a
leadership position in 2022, I suspect you will find at the end of your term, you have become more
knowledgeable in all aspects of beekeeping.
I had the privilege of attending the 2021 Texas Beekeepers Association Convention in Galveston during
November. There were some great speakers presenting different topics related to beekeeping. One
interesting discussion about “Effects of Honey on Cancer” indicated the best US honey for medical use is
Buckwheat Honey. If you are interested in obtaining more information, there are several articles available on
the Internet.
TBA’s campaign to improve the funds available to A&M Entomology students reached its goal thanks to
generous donations from individuals and from TBA clubs. This is the Nevin Weaver Endowment Fund. It
provides financial resources to the Texas A&M Bee Lab to complete vital research that benefits honey bees, the
beekeeping industry, and beekeepers throughout the nation. We want to assist those young, bright minds who
will in turn provide future beekeepers information to keep our associations headed in the right direction.

Got Questions?

Question & answer group will meet from 6:00-6:30 before the meeting.
Join us if you are a new beekeeper or just have beekeeping questions?
We’ll try to get you some answers!
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Connie Collins - ETBA President
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Happy Holidays Beekeepers!
Can you believe this beautiful weather we are having at the moment? It is making me excited for the
upcoming spring even though it is months away. During this time of the year, the bees should be hibernating,
but the beekeeper should not be. Now is when you should be planning and preparing for next spring. We here at
CNC Honey Farms are beginning the process, as should you. For your equipment, there are always repairs to be
completed and new equipment to order. I am always encouraging my dad to work on preventative
maintenance. It is easier to fix our forklift or trailers now in this lovely weather as opposed to in the dark
Walmart parking lot while it rains.
During this time my dad and I have decided to feed our bees multiple times to keep them stocked with
stores to make sure they do not go through a dearth. We are working to keep the bees healthy and large to
prepare them for the splitting season. We will begin taking orders starting on January 1st, 2022. We also still
have pre-order gift certificates available just in time for Christmas. Below is what we will be offering for sale for
spring 2022. If you have any questions, please email me at connie@cncfarms.com.







Option One – Four Frame Nuc $150 – This is a four-frame nuc in a cardboard box. This option comes
with a new queen, bees, and guaranteed two frames of brood. The frames will be a mix of either wood
or plastic that will have brood, honey, and pollen. There will not be room for the hive to expand, and a
hive body will be needed after purchase.
Option Two – Single Hive $170 – This is a full single-story hive that you provide the hive body box for
when you pick up your hive. You place the order, and we will build the nuc in our equipment. Then, in
April, you will bring an empty hive, and we will move the nuc from our equipment into yours. You will
need to bring the following equipment: A standard 10 frame hive body box, a top, a bottom, and a strap
to secure the hive for transport.
Option Three – Full Single Hive $225 – A full single-story hive built in new equipment. No need to bring
additional equipment. Your purchase includes a new standard 10 frame hive body box, top, bottom, and
eight frames consisting of five-plus frames of brood and honey: a new queen and bees.
Option Four – Full Double Hive $295 – This option is a double story hive with a new queen ready for
honey production. You will need to add supers after purchasing. Please note that the equipment will be
in good working condition, but will not be brand new equipment.

All of these options will be available for ordering starting January 1st. You do not have to pay until you pick
up your bees in mid-April. However, are you wanting to purchase your bees now? Do you have someone who
would enjoy the gift of bees for Christmas? We are now offering gift certificates for any of the above options.
You must prepay, and a gift certificate will be mailed to you. Gift baskets of goodies from CNC Honey Farms will
also be available for purchase to send with your gift certificate.
If you are interested in purchasing a gift certificate or have any questions about buying bees from CNC
Honey Farms, please contact me, Connie Collins, at (903) 316-6335 or email me at connie@cncfarms.com. Also,
please check out our website as I update it with current information from CNC Honey Farms.
https://cncfarms.com/ I hope everyone had a wonderful Thanksgiving and has a very Merry Christmas!
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Matt Thomas - Member at Large
Stickers and Stings
One never walks in to a sticker patch barefooted or a bee yard without a suit. If you do enter
without proper gear you might wish you were in a sticker patch barefooted. Immediately before
our November bee meeting began I walked in to what seemed to be a bee yard without a veil. I
was asked at the last meeting if would be the “member at Large.” Was caught a little off
guard. I asked what the Job entails and was told social media would be a component. Not to
long after I received an email asking if I was going to make a contribution to the monthly
newsletter. And….Then… I remembered the many wonderful articles Mr. Brantley contributed.
So this brief article is a small offering, but I would be remiss if I didn’t begin by thanking Mr.
Brantley for the many ways he has both inspired and informed our bee club over the years. He
has injected a great deal of common sense and polished bee practice in to the club DNA. He has
helped a lot of us avoid the sticker patch barefooted and kept us prepared for beekeeping. Thank
you, Mr. Brantley.
In that vein, let me inject probably the 2 most important practices to make sure bees make it
through the winter and flourish in the spring. In order for your colonies to do both, they need
the right amount of food, and they need to have been treated for Varoa mites. Having 6-8 deep
frames of honey in the second deep is all a colony needs to winter on. Making sure they are
treated for Varoa mites minimizes viral loads which results in sick and absconding bees. When
they lack food they will starve to death. When they are not treated for mites the population is
diminished to the point of no return. When the cluster of bees becomes to small for them to
raise more bees the colony will collapse. They are past a point of no return.
What lack of food or treatment does, in actuality, is stress the bees out, which facilitates disease
and ill health. If you haven’t treated and the colony looks pretty healthy, treat them
immediately. If they only have 3 frames of honey in top box feed them another couple of gallons
of thick syrup. What you are ultimately wanting to do is to make sure your bees go into winter
with a big cluster so they can come out of winter with a big population. Do you know why big
clusters of bees come out of winter bigger? The cluster was so big and stored honey so abundant
they were able to raise more bees even in the winter. Next month I will give you some tips and
share some tricks to bring them out of winter. In the meantime, on a nice warm day, check and
see how many frames of bees you have. And if you haven’t treated for mites, Please do so.
Just trying to help you avoid needless stickers and stings.
Merry Christmas,
Matt Thomas
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…from the Editor
Beekeepers,
My name is Jenifer Babyak. I am your new newsletter editor. I am a
hobby beekeeper and have had bees for three years. If you have ideas or
specific information you would like to see in the newsletter, please let me
know. You can email me at jenifer@babyak.org. I look forward to serving
as your editor. I hope you all have a very Merry Christmas and a Happy
New Year, and I look forward to getting to know more of our members.
Jenifer

