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January Report by Dick Counts
Thanks to all of you who aended our December meeng. We had another room full to share in our awards presentaon. Our Honey Tasng ﬁrst place award was taken by Timothy Harvey, with a e for second place by Ma Thomas
and David Wallace. Congratulaons to Lani Lanchester as our 2015 Beekeeper of the Year for the outstanding service
she provided as our Honey Queen Coordinator. We also introduced our 2016 Honey Queen Briany Miller and our
ﬁrst ever Ambassador Jacob Cole.
At the December meeng, I shared informaon about some new state regulaons
eﬀecng licensing of honey sales. The new regulaons exempt anyone deﬁned as a
Hobby Beekeeper, meaning a beekeeper who produces less than 2500 pounds of
honey in a year (around 200 gallons) from their own apiary and sells it themselves or
with a family member. In other words, most of us can sell our honey without any kind
of licensing. The new bill (S.B 1766) does require honey be labeled to show that it was
“boled in a facility not inspected by Texas DSHS.” If you already have your honey
labels printed, you can purchase sckers from TBA that add the proper wording to
your bole. You can order sckers by vising the TBA website (texasbeekeepers.org)
and choose the “SHOP” tab. Do not forget to add the required wording next me you
have labels printed.
The 2016 Beginners Beekeeping Class will start in January with 11 Scholarship Students and about 30 adult students.
I have split the class into two groups, one beginning Jan. 9 and the other Jan. 16.
It is me to renew your ETBA and TBA memberships. ETBA memberships can be renewed at our meeng, on-line at
www.etba.info, or by mailing a check to ETBA, PO Box 9662, Tyler, TX 75711-9662. Individual memberships are $10,
Family memberships are $20. TBA memberships can be renewed on the TBA website.
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HONEY QUEEN REPORT by Janelle Cole
The Queen’s Commiee is excited to see what 2016 holds for our Queen and Ambassador! We are all thrilled Briany
will be our 2016 Honey Queen. She did a fantasc job in 2015 reaching out to the nearby communies, and a few far
away as well, and teaching countless children and adults about the Honey Bee.
We are also excited to be the ﬁrst club in Texas to kick oﬀ the Ambassador program, giving our young men a chance to
represent our club and educate the public. Jacob Cole is our ﬁrst Ambassador and he is already looking forward to a
busy year ahead.
We need everyone’s help with funding the Queen’s Program. It does require funds to provide teaching tools and to get
these kids shuled around East Texas. One thing we are doing is through our ETBA Apparel. We have taken orders for
Polo shirts with our ETBA logo embroidered over the heart. We are also taking orders for ball caps that will have the
ETBA logo on the front. Our fall T-shirt sales did well. We have almost sold out of all of those T-shirts and are so
thankful to each of you who bought one. The shirt purchases put several hundred dollars towards our Queen’s
program! I will have the remaining shirts available for purchase at the meeng.
Both Briany and Jacob love vising schools and teaching children but are also interested in church groups, clubs and
civic groups like Kiwanis, Lions, Rotary, etc. If you have a group who would like to hear our Queen or Ambassador,
please contact Lani Lanchester (lanilanchester@hotmail.com).

Scientists are Finding New Medical Applications for Honeybees
This may sound a bit scary and unhealthy, but bee, snake, and scorpion venom are being tested to treat
cancer. In a recent study, a scienst has discovered that injecng pure venom into the cancer cell can
delay or prevent the cancer cells from mulplying. The scienst has safely used venom toxins in ny
nanometer-sized parcles to treat breast cancer and melanoma cells in the laboratory. Scienst
Dipanjan Pan says, "These parcles, which are camouﬂaged from the immune system, take the toxin directly to the
cancer cells, sparing normal ssue."
In venoms, there are proteins and pepdes that sck or aach to
the cancer cell membranes and could potenally prevent growth
and spreading of the cancer cells. However, it can be dangerous
if it is injected into the wrong cell or something goes wrong. It
could do a lot of damage to the heart, nerve cells, and could
cause cloEng or bleeding under the skin. They have not yet
tested the venom injecons on humans but are tesng it on rats
and pigs.
In other recent studies, another scienst has found a new way of
detecng cancer as well. She has developed a device for detecng cancer and various other kinds of diseases. She
discovered that honey bees - Apis mellifera - have one of the best senses of smell. Their sense of smell is even more
acute than a dog.
So how does it work? Sciensts put a small amount of bees into a glass object, where previously the bees had been
trained to smell diﬀerent scents. The glass object has a large chamber and a smaller chamber. When people exhale
into the smaller chamber, the bees will rush over if it is an odor they were trained to idenfy. Through this process,
bees have been known to detect a variety of diseases, such as tuberculosis, lung and skin cancer, and diabetes.
The honey bees can be trained to detect cancer in as lile as ten minutes. Susana Soares says, "The training simply
consists of exposing the bees to a speciﬁc odor and then feeding them with a soluon of water and sugar. They
associate that odor with a food reward." Once the bees are trained, they will always remember that speciﬁc smell for
the rest of their lives. ~Briany
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Women of Hope , Beekeeping in Jinja, Uganda
My name is Zoe Clark and I just turned seventeen on Christmas day. I’ve lived in Jinja, Uganda for a year and a half, but
I’m originally from Lindale, Texas. When my seven-person family moved here to be long-term missionaries, I did not
really know what my purpose would be. Then I sat in on a beekeeping class and wanted to jump right in. Thankfully,
the organizaon that we work with already had a hive that I could take over. The hive belonged to a Bible study group
called Women of Hope. My Mom leads this group for women that are HIV posive and/or have AIDS. The hive was
originally meant to serve as a ﬁnancial aid for them but fell into disrepair. I was willing to help in any way I could.
Aached are pictures of the Women of Hope. The elderly woman clapping her hands is Beatrice, she does not speak
any English but her smile makes
me so happy. The large group
photo is at our last meeng of
the year, my Mom is in red.
Finally, there is a picture of me
showing the women honey
combs from our last harvest
I’ve been excited about beekeeping for about a year but
have praccally no experience.
As much as I try to get my
honey business
oﬀ the ground,
almost all of my
eﬀorts just
seem to be
digging it
further underground. Me and that hive, we’ve been through a
lot together. I tried so hard to keep it going but
the damage was too great. One mistake came
aQer the other as I was trying to grasp what was
going on inside those bees’ heads. Finally, wax
moths, ants and termites drove the bees out and
the lile head start I had was gone. I’ve taken two courses, read countless arcles on the internet, scoured every book
I could ﬁnd (even ones specialized to African bees) and I never ﬁnd answers. Those bees were immune to smoke and
could sng through bee suits. However, when they abandoned the hive, instead of the weight being liQed oﬀ my
shoulders, it just felt heavier. The HIV posive women in this group are very dear to me. How could I help them if I lost
the colony?
Thankfully, I’ve had so many people come alongside me to help. My family is ﬁrst and foremost. They’ve literally been
there for me since the very beginning. But God has brought several people, even a few I don’t know, to donate and
oﬀer prayers and encouragement. Our biggest issues are containers and a honey press. We have honey from before
the pests came even though there was a lot of pain involved. However, we have very persistent ants and it’s diﬃcult to
keep them away from our homemade drip bucket ﬁlter system. I’ve researched both honey extractors and honey
presses and I think the laer would be beer suited for our hive and our purposes. Without containers, it is tricky
making a proﬁt. Currently, we’re saving mayonnaise jars and disinfecng them to ﬁll with our dark honey.
Continued on Page 6
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by Gus Wolf

Our me of wonderful holiday distracons are now past. They come as a roller coaster, Thanksgiving,
Hanukah, Christmas, New Years. There scarcely seems me to come up for air although everyone seems to love it.
I trust that all your celebraons and family get-togethers were as wonderful as they should be!
Meanwhile, our bees keep doing what they do best. With the temperate days we had in December, I saw a number of
my bees coming in with pollen nodules on their hind legs. Where they were geEng it, I do not know but they obviously found something. Hayden was able to open some of the hives and poke around and see what was happening inside.
We noted one hive that is full of bees and full of honey. But it is also very lacking in pollen and brood. There is no
brood and no eggs and no queen could be found. Now it might be that the queen has stopped laying for the me
being, due to the me of year and lack of protein. But it may also be that the queen is missing. As the early January
trees start to bloom and provide some addional pollen, we’ll be sure to keep an eye on this hive. It may be a candidate to combine with another or perhaps I can ﬁnd a queen to install in the hive before a worker starts laying.
As colder weather moves in for a longer stay, make sure you stay tuned to your bees and the amount of food they
have stored. As it gets colder, they will consume more and more honey to stay alive and warm. Remember that bees
never freeze to death, they run out of food and starve. So keep them well fed with either honey or with a thick two to
one (sugar to water) syrup so they don’t run out. Remember also that, if you need to feed them, it will need to be
before the weather gets too cold. If it becomes too cold, they will not break cluster to go get more food. They will
access the food when the temperature will allow them. They will starve if you feed them too late. It can be a delicate
balance, but it is one that needs to be considered.
If you are considering hive relocaon, winter might be a good me to undertake that. Normally the hives would need
to be moved two to three miles away for a month and then put in their new locaon. Considering that bees need to
reprogram their bearings aQer three or four days of conﬁnement in the hive, you can move your bees a short distance
when they have been conﬁned by reason of weather or temperature. AQer they have not been out of the hive for
three or four days, they can be moved to any nearby locaon without having a slew of them come back where the hive
was originally located. You might want to place some obstrucon in front of the entrance, like wadded grass or a sprig
of pine needles, so they will indeed realize that things are diﬀerent and will reorient.
The top bar hive is sll doing ﬁne. Someme in the last month, I took the whole thing apart and cleaned out the
boom and removed the vesges of a comb that had dropped oﬀ a bar earlier in the year. All looked well, but I know
they will need to be fed soon. I’ll see what they do in the Spring.
Meanwhile, get ready for a new beekeeping year. It will all start again before you know it. Take your inventory, repair
your boxes, order new parts and be ready to encourage your hives to grow when the new season starts.

2015
Honey Tasting
Contest
1st Place
Timothy Harvey

Tie for
2nd Place
Matt
Thomas
and
David
Wallace
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Practical Experiences in the Beeyard by Stan Brantley
This Texas winter is being its usual unpredictable self. December had a few cold, wet and windy periods but
the week before Christmas was almost spring-like. I saw a lot of bee acvity on those warm days. The last
week of December is forecast to be rather cold with temperatures dropping toward freezing for several
nights. As we move through January, we can expect to see colder weather but also see the early beginnings of the
new bee season. Toward the end of the month, Elm trees will begin to bloom, with their pollen providing the food
source to fuel the new brood cycle in the hive.
The periods of warm weather can confuse your bees, causing the queen to begin to lay eggs and expand the brood
nest. This will require the hive to use stores more rapidly. If the warm weather persists for several days, it can lead to
a crowded hive and possible early swarming in late February.
Now is a good me to check your hives for stores. If supplemental feeding is needed, feed with 2-to-1 sugar syrup.
You can also add a small poron of a pollen pay, a piece that the bees can eat in a few days. Since the bees will ﬁnd
essenally no natural forage even on days warm enough to ﬂy, you must ensure that the hive has adequate food to
support the bees and early brood unl the spring blooms begin in late February or early March.
January is also the me to ﬁnalize preparing your bee equipment for the new season. You should have already determined your equipment needs, purchased needed items, and be in the process of assembling, painng and cleaning
your equipment.
Now is also a good me to inspect, clean, and repair old frames. Scrape old frames to remove excess wax and
propolis. If you use plasc foundaon and need to scrape oﬀ the old drawn comb, lay them in the sun for a couple
hours to soQen the wax, then scrape oﬀ the old comb. There will be enough wax leQ on the plasc to encourage the
bees to start drawing comb again. I have been told that a pressure washer (with NO SOAP) will easily remove old
comb from plasc foundaon but have never tried it.
While inspecng your frames, make sure that they are ghtly nailed together. The most important nails are the two
that go through the end bar into the top bar. These nails hold the frame together while you pry it out with your hive
tool. I use a 1 ¼ inch long by 17 gauge nail to secure the top bar. If you use a staple gun, make sure the staple size
matches the job and that both legs of the staple are secured in the top bar. It is easy to damage the top bar if the
staple is not properly placed.
To install the wedge that holds in the foundaon, I use 5/8 inch nails, driven at a 45 degree angle to ensure that they
do not sck out of the back. If the nails protrude, they could damage the edge of your uncapping tool or your skin.
If you have not been in your double brood box since last spring, you may ﬁnd the frames are strongly glued in by
propolis. It is easy to damage frames while trying to remove them when they are stuck that ghtly. It is oQen easier
to separate the boxes, then use a hammer to tap the ﬁrst frame out from the underside. AQer the ﬁrst frame is
removed, you can usually separate the others by pushing them sideways with your hive tool. This is much less likely
to damage the frame than applying a lot of pressure to the top bar trying to pry it upwards.
Double brood hives that have not been separated in a while can become sealed to each other by propolis. Some bees
tend to make excess propolis and burr comb and the boxes become really stuck together. An easy way to separate the
boxes is to use a piece of strong, small diameter wire to cut the propolis bond. I use about 30 inches of electric fence
wire with a handle on each end. Work the wire between the boxes at one corner, then pull it completely through the
joint with a sawing moon.
The picture on the ﬁrst page is a feral hive that Glen Smith and I removed from a tree on December 16. Judging from
the size, the hive has probably been in the tree since spring. However, it was not visible unl the leaves
all fell. Early in the cool morning while the bees were sll clustered, we cut the limb on either side of the
hive and secured it inside the top of a double brood box, leaving all of the comb aached to the limb.
The Got Quesons? room will be open 6:00-6:30 before the meeng. Join us if you are a new beekeeper
or have some beekeeping quesons. We will try to help you ﬁnd some answers. Weather permiEng
the drive from Jeﬀerson, I will be happy to join you.
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2016 Honey Queen
Brittany Miller

2016 Ambassador
Jacob Cole
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We would also like to make beeswax products such as lip balm and skin cream but containers are needed for that as
well. I’ve looked everywhere I can think of for empty glass jar manufacturers and I’ve come up with nothing. Unfortunately, Amazon doesn’t ship to Africa. The only thing I can think of is to ship them somewhere in the USA, then
send them here. We do get packages but it takes a few months. But all that is down the road. Right now, I need to
handle what’s in front of me, which happens to be a very angry hive.
We got a Facebook message from a missionary family about an abandoned bee hive they found. Dad and I drove
through the busy African streets to a small house. I was desperate since we lost our colony to pests but also excited
about a fresh start with new bees. Anything would be beer than the aggressive bees we had before. Oh was I ever
wrong. My Dad and I made a lot of mistakes that day, starng with not bringing our smokers and not wearing our
full bee suits. The Kenya Top Bar hive was hung up high and in an awkward posion. Dad got on one side and I got
on the other with my hands above my head to support hive from underneath. I swear I thought I had it but there
was nothing for me to grab on to. My Dad liQed the hive out of its perch and called out, “One, two, three!”
Suddenly it is a billion mes heavier and drops to the ground
When the hive hit the ground, there was absolute chaos. Angry bees instantly swarmed us. I don’t know exactly
how many sngs I got, but I know it was over 50. AQer a long walk to get the bees oﬀ my trail, Dad and I ﬁnally met
back at the house to make a plan. We took a mosquito net and draped it over the top and then folded it underneath.
We liQed the hive oﬀ the ground and put it in the back of our car. We drove home with our suits on and the windows
down to lose any stragglers that were caught outside the net. I couldn’t help but giggle at the absurdity of it all. Dad
joked about how we have the best excuse for speeding and bad driving. “Oh trust me,” I said, pretending to talk to a
police oﬃcer, “You do NOT want mess with my girls in the back.” It was a long, hard, hot, painful aQernoon. What
else can you do but laugh?
Thanks for reading this story. If you’d like to get more informaon, you can go to my Facebook page, “Beeing
Hopeful” named aQer the Women of Hope group. ~Zoe Clark

