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January Report by Dick Counts
Welcome to the new year of 2017.
The Thanksgiving and Christmas holiday acvies have come and gone and life is geng back to normal. I always look
forward to each January as the beginning of a new beekeeping season. As a club, with our January meeng, we will
get back into our usual program format. A&endance was down during November and December with all of the TBA
meengs, colder weather and holiday schedules. I hope to see everyone at the January 5th meeng and get back to
bee business.
In your apiary, recent weather pa&erns have not been ideal, with very cold days followed by very warm days.
Bees are in their winter mode, clustering during cold temps but trying to ﬂy and ﬁnd forage on warmer days.
I have actually seen bees bringing in pollen on those two 75 degree days before the last blast of frigid polar air.
Bees can survive these weather ﬂuctuaons if they have adequate stores. Check your hives by li.ing the back and
feeling the weight. If the hive is not heavy, look inside to make sure there is enough stored honey or syrup.
If necessary, feed the hive with sugar syrup. Try to catch one of the warmer days to open the hive and then close it as
quickly as possible.
The Beginners Beekeeping Class will have its ﬁrst meeng on Saturday, January 7. We have already selected our four
scholarship students. However, there are sll a few openings for regular students. If you are interested in
parcipang in the class, talk to me as soon as possible, certainly no later than the January meeng. Remember, the
class begins on the Saturday following the meeng.
If you need to purchase bees for the spring, see me or Eddie Collins at the meeng. Supplies are limited so do not wait
too late. Delivery will be later in the spring, usually in late April or May, depending on how the spring develops.
In looking forward, ETBA Oﬃcer Elecons are done at the April meeng. Nominaons for oﬃcers are taken at the
March meeng. If you have an interest in becoming a club oﬃcer and want to know more about the role, you can talk
with me or President Ma& or any of our board members.
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HONEY QUEEN REPORT by Barbara Farguson
The month of December has been full of emotions for us as our Queen Brittany gave her last presentation of her reign at
Eastman this past month. Such a bittersweet moment, as she did such an excellent job in
teaching about the honey bee to a great group of young ones from Ward Elementary. Queen Brittany, we thank you for
committing the past two years to educating the public about the value of the honey bee.
The month of January will be a slow month for us, then our newest Ambassador, Peter, will kick off February with a
presentation to a garden club.
We need everyone’s help with funding our Queen and Ambassador Program. Our membership did a great job in 2016
and I want to thank each of you for your support. When we all give a bit, no one group feels overwhelmed in the support
of this extraordinary program.
We will continue to have drawings during our monthly meetings to help raise funds for our 2017 program budget. Our
ETBA apparel sales were a big help in funding our program in 2016, and we are so thankful to each of you who have
purchased our apparel in the past. It is with a heavy heart that I tell you we have not seen enough interest demonstrated
in purchasing our latest tee shirt to allow us to feel confident in investing in the shirts for sale. If you have an interest in
supporting our Queen and Ambassador program through the purchase of tee shirts, please look for the sign up sheet at
the club meetings and make a commitment to purchase. We also plan to hold another live auction in May as a means of
raising monies for the program. Of course some funding is through our club membership fees, but you can always make
a donation through our website at etba.info using PayPal. At the top of the home page, choose the About button, then
choose Honey Queen and in the middle of the screen you will see the bright yellow “Make a Donation” button which
you can click on. It’s very easy.
We look forward to an active year ahead teaching the public about the value of the honey bee and the beekeeping
industry. If you would like to schedule our ETBA Ambassadors, email me at etbaroyalcourt@gmail.com
~Barbara
Greengs Fellow Beekeepers!!
I would like to thank you for your support this past year. I am looking forward to serving you a second year
in 2017. I had a great year traveling all over East Texas, vising the State Fair of Texas and the diﬀerent
TBA events.
This last year has been a year of ﬁrsts for me. As the ﬁrst Ambassador, I judged honey for the ﬁrst me,
and was in my ﬁrst parade. I was honored to meet many people for the ﬁrst me, and I learned an amazing amount
of informaon about beekeeping! This past year helped me to gain conﬁdence in front of a crowd and with people
one on one.
For 2017, I have several goals. First, I want to qualify for the Master level of the Master Beekeeper Program.
Second, I would like to visit two diﬀerent Beekeeper Associaon meengs. Lastly I would like to speak at least to ten
diﬀerent schools.
I also plan to volunteer at least 50 hours to become a cerﬁed Master
Gardener in 2017, since I am an intern this year.
I want to thank you for all your support, your kind words, and your
tremendous encouragement this past year. I am really excited about
what 2017 holds for our club and for me as the Ambassador. Thank
you!
Wishing you a Happy New Year!
~Jacob
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A Gift of Love, that happened around Christmas
Ambassador Jacob received an unmarked package in the mail just
before Christmas. When the package was opened, he found his
winning design for the club t-shirt contest inside, printed in living
color; something the Queen and Ambassador Program were not going
to be able to do because of the expense of multi-color.
If you remember, the youth, which submitted the winning concept,
was to receive a gift card along with a free t-shirt of the design. After
pricing multi color printing, we quickly realized that unfortunately,
the design would have to be offered in black and gray, which with this
particular design became less exciting, shall we say.
Mr. Brantley was generous enough to have the design printed for our
2017 Ambassadors Jacob and Peter. Mr. Brantley and his late wife
Mary Jo have always been huge supporters of the Queen Program and
a true blessing to the club. Mr. Brantley, we sincerely thank you for
your generous act of love and support and addressing unfinished
business…the promise of the free t-shirt with the winning design.

Hello everyone! I am Peter and I am ETBA’s Ambassador for 2017. My family lives
on our 7 and a half acres in Malakoﬀ, Texas. I have been involved in a couple of
leadership opportunies and I have decided to share some of them with you.
I am involved in 4H in two diﬀerent clubs and our 4H County Council. I am a
Henderson County Master Gardener, a Texas Master Beekeeper, and I have a&ended
a leadership/wildlife conservaon camp called Texas Brigades.
The past 5 years I have been involved in Timber Trails and Cedar Creek Homeschoolers 4H
clubs. The past two years I have been involved with the Henderson 4H County Council and this year I am
serving as Health & Safety Oﬃcer. 4H has taught me leadership through serving in various posions like the
Secretary and 2nd Vice President. It has also taught me public speaking skills through diﬀerent posions,
my best being on pollinaon. Through my 4H main project, Gardening & Horculture, I have go&en
involved in the Master Gardener program.
In 2015 I graduated from the Master Gardener class, and this December I became a cerﬁed Master
Gardener a.er serving over 73 hours in 2016. The Master Gardeners hold programs during diﬀerent
county events. At these events, I have given presentaons on honey bees, as well as, pollinaon.
I also tested at the Fall Texas Beekeeper Associaon Conference and have been
deemed an Apprence Master Beekeeper. One of my favorite leadership experiences
was the Texas Brigades. There are six diﬀerent camps; Buckskin,
Bob White, Bass, Ranch, Water Fowl, and Coastal Brigades. I was able to a&end the
Bob White Brigade where I learned all about quail conservaon. Aside from quail,
we learned about public speaking, team building, leadership, public speaking, radio
and TV interviewing, and arcle wring. The brigades taught me leadership and
public speaking in a fun and interesng way. The 4H, Texas
Brigades, Master Gardeners, and Master Beekeeper
programs all have taught me diﬀerent traits and knowledge
that will help me as the 2017 Ambassador for ETBA. I am conﬁdent that my me
as the Ambassador will equip me for greater success in my future.
Thank you for leng me serve as the 2017 ETBA Ambassador.
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President’s Letter by Matt Thomas
What’s Your Beekeeping Plan?
I guess that question will be easier to answer when we know for certain your bees made it through the winter. If they do
survive, what is your plan for your beehive/s? Are you going to make some increase and re-queen in early spring? Do you have goals, other
than your bees making it though the winter? I’m going to raise a few queens this year, make some increase and start some nucleus colonies.
Several months ago I began building some woodenware in the hope the bees would come through the winter strong.
The Jury is still out. But what if they do? Let me give you my plan and it may help you formulate your own for this
coming spring.
What I know is that when I begin to feed the bees in mid-January a pollen patty and syrup the queens will start laying
profusely. I know that sometime in early February I will have to flip the boxes. By mid-February I may even have to add
a third deep. Between mid-January and the ﬁrst week in March the bees will get non-stop syrup. The ﬁrst week in
March will be the time everything gets split. A day after the colonies are split and taken to new yards, the splits will all
get queen cells. In order to split 2, 3 or 4 ways your bees have to be really strong. That means pollen patties and syrup
need to be in and on the bee hive in January.
Mid-February will be the time when cell building colonies are made up. I will go to some of my strongest colonies and shake nurse bees out
and create some cell builders. The goal is to create colonies that are hopelessly queenless with thousands of nurse bees. A couple of days after
making some very strong colonies with numerous frames of pollen and honey without a queen, I will take an acceptable frame of brood from a
breeder queen and graft the larvae. Immediately after grafting I will take the graft and place it in the hopelessly queenless environment.
I’ll put the lid on and place a jug of syrup on top. Five days after grafting the cells will be sealed.
I sometimes will take a peak on that 5th day. On day 9 or 10 the cells must come out of your cell builder.
You could raise some queens with a little bit of equipment and a healthy sized cell
builder full of nurse bees. If you graft the later part of February your queens will be
ready the day after you split. It’s a lot of fun and nerve racking at the same time.
Of course weather has a lot to do with exactly when to graft and pull cells. If you’re
interested in raising a few queens I would be glad to have a Saturday workshop.
We will circulate a sign-up sheet at the next meeting and, if you are interested,
Having a bit of fun at the
please sign up. Details to come.
2016 ETBA Convention
This brings me to the next point. Some members have expressed some interest in
having an advanced course that would piggy back on Dick Count’s class. If you are interested in the club oﬀering a
follow-up class, there will be a sign-up for that as well.
We want to make sure ETBA is meeting the needs of both novice and experienced beekeepers alike. If enough
persons sign-up we will oﬀer a queen class and an advanced course in beekeeping. They will be held on Saturdays
My little helper; Emma :)
in February or March. The class will be in a bee yard!
My new year’s resolution is to become a better beekeeper and also to help others become better beekeepers. In fact, the club’s mission is to
educate others in the art of keeping bees. I’m going to bring some homemade woodenware to our next meeting if you would like to come
sneak a peek. Look forward to seeing you at the meeting.
~ Happy New Year! ~
The Beekeeper’s Bible is as much an ulmate guide to the praccal essenals of beekeeping as it is a
beauful almanac to be read from cover to cover. Part history book, part handbook, and part cookbook,
this illustrated tome covers every facet of the ancient hobby of beekeeping, from how to manage hives
safely to harvesng one's own honey, and ideas for how to use honey and beeswax.
Detailed instrucons for making candles, furniture polish, beauty products, and nearly 100 honeythemed recipes are included. Fully illustrated with how-to photography & unique etchings.
Available from Amazon and other on-line book sellers for around $27.
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Practical Experiences in the Beeyard by Stan Brantley
January starts the new beekeeping year in East Texas. A person new to bees has several things to
consider to properly start the new season. First, consider a&ending a formal training class about
honey bees taught by one or more experienced beekeepers. These classes vary in duraon from a
single full-day session to classes that meet four hours every Saturday for several months.
New beekeepers can learn a wealth of informaon through the training and the ﬁrst-hand exposure
to equipment and techniques.
If you have an interest in the honey bee and are trying to decide if you want to take the next step and
become a beekeeper, you can ﬁnd a vast amount of informaon on the Internet. Unfortunately, you may also ﬁnd
much of this informaon to be confusing and in conﬂict with other sources. The trick is to discern which sources are
most reliable and which to approach with cauon. Here are some suggesons. If the URL of a site ends in “.EDU”, you
can usually be more comfortable that the informaon is reliable. If you are looking at the many “Do-It-Yourself”
beekeeping sites and videos, seek advice from experienced beekeepers about who has the most reliable informaon.
Finally, be aware of the part of the USA the site or video is talking about. Beekeeping pracces can vary widely from
one secon of the country to another, driven by climate, duraon of seasons, and availability of forage. You can easily
imagine that winter beekeeping pracces successful in Texas would be disastrous in Buﬀalo, New York!
I also encourage you to become a reader of beekeeping literature, books and magazines by naonally recognized
authors. Bee Culture and the American Bee Journal include reputable authors and informaon relevant to our
geographical area. Some of the authors of monthly columns in these magazines also have beekeeping books, usually
adversed for purchase in the magazine or its website. One of my favorite books for new beekeepers is “Beekeeping
for Dummies” available through Amazon or o.en found at a local bookstore. Read everything you can ﬁnd, and then
read it again.
At the risk of showing my age, I reminisce about reading the Sears and Roebuck Catalog, one of those acvies that
have faded from our modern society. However, as beekeepers, we sll have printed as well as online catalogs from the
suppliers of beekeeping equipment. We can sll sit at the kitchen table with a cup of coﬀee and pass me reading our
equipment catalogs. Most of the supply houses will sll mail you a paper catalog free of charge. Spend some me
browsing the catalogs to familiarize yourself with the products that are available. See what the companies have in
common and what oﬀerings are unique to their company. I encourage you to pick one company as your supplier of
woodenware. This will ensure that all of your boxes, lids, excluders and bo&oms ﬁt together nicely. Manufacturing
diﬀerences can cause woodenware from diﬀerent companies to ﬁt together a bit diﬀerently. If me or circumstances
are an issue, most suppliers, for li&le extra cost, sell assembled and painted boxes, some even ﬁlled with frames and
foundaon. In East Texas, we also have the opon of driving to Paris (Dadant) or Marshall (MannLake) for personal
pickup.
If you sll need to purchase bees or queens for this spring, you should be contacng sources and trying to get your
order placed. It seems bee suppliers become “Sold Out” earlier and earlier each year. Orders placed now may not be
delivered unl April or later. I tend to favor hives started in your local area by reputable beekeepers over hives or
packages purchased from suppliers in other areas. However, availably of bees may force you to take what you can ﬁnd.
In this area of Texas, the January blooming of the Elm trees marks the ﬁrst available pollen to smulate the hives to
move into the spring expansion pa&ern. By mid-to-late February, we usually see the white blossoms of the Wild Plum
trees. Old me beekeepers o.en refer to the Wild Plum bloom as the beginning of the spring nectar ﬂow. If you want
to make the best honey harvest from a hive, your goal should be to have the hive prepared and set in place no later
than early March to capitalize on the early nectar ﬂow. If you are ordering new hives or new bees, delivery schedules
may delay your season’s start but hopefully your hives will be in place in me to sll make a honey crop.

The Got Questions?
The group will be open 6:00-6:30 before the meeting. Join us if you are a new beekeeper or have some beekeeping questions.
If you have not joined us before, ask someone to point you to the Got Questions? Room. We will try to help you find some answers.
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January Program
The January Speaker is Drew Ruegg from Ark-La-Tx bee club. He runs Drunk Monk Aperies where he is chemical
and anti-biotic free. He has worked in the bee business over 10yrs. He does not feed sugar water.
His passion is Mead Making. He and his wife are both retired Air Force.
He will be giving a presentation on nucs and splits.
See you there!
Joe Laws, Program Director

BEE STUFF
..by Eddie Collins

It’s candle making time! My kids and I have been taking advantage of a different “bounty” of the hive – wax. We had a
good time ordering a variety of different candle molds, and then spent a few days making a gazillion candles. In the
process we’ve been experimenting with wick sizes and using different things for molds. I think the coke bottle molds
turned out pretty neat. We used a small plastic Coke bottle for the mold and prior to poring we carefully peeled off the
label. After the candle was ready we removed the plastic and put the label back on.
This time of the year is when beekeeping starts getting exciting!! As we have a few warm days the trees start putting out
pollen and the bees start to get active. Yes, we still have cold days ahead and it’s not spring yet but just hold on and pay
attention to your bees. As they do become active it’s amazing how fast they can “explode”. Brood rearing will kick in
and the bees have the potential to go through their stores very quickly. Right now other than keeping a close watch I’m
really not doing too much with them. I’ll check to make sure a hive has at least 4 deep frames of honey and if it doesn’t
then I feed. When checking my hives if I find a real small hive, then I’ll combine it with a larger one. I understand that
combining can be hard if you only have a few hives (reduces your number of hives by 1) but if the hive just has a couple
frames of bees then it probably will not make it anyway. As always just be sure and protect your comb.
One thing you can do this time of the year is get your equipment ready. Order any replacement equipment and/or repair
existing equipment. Start planning your goals for next year and what you’ll do to reach them. Maybe try a few splits or
raise some queens. Before you know it the hives will need extra boxes and you may catch a swarm. If you are planning on
swapping out frames (to replace old ones) then now’s a good time to start building. If you over-wintered your bees in
doubles (two boxes) then the bees are more than likely in the top box. Now is a good time to do maintenance on that
bottom box. Also, there may be a lot of pollen in that bottom box. If so, now is a good time to spread it between hives.
Back in November, I attended the Texas Beekeepers Association (TBA) annual convention. Attendance was,
from what I am guessing, was around 200 this year. Basically a lot of beekeepers in once place talking about
bees. It was a good time and it was good to see a lot of beekeepers I only get to see once or twice a year. The
TBA continues to show strong support for the Texas A&M bee lab and for working towards creating the
Texas laws to better support the hobby beekeeper. The convention’s featured speaker this year was Mike
Palmer. Mike’s talk on sustainable beekeeping was very interesting. It was really neat seeing how he keeps
bees up in Vermont and how he uses Nucs in his operation. It’s hard to imagine keeping bees over winter
where at times they go 5 months without a cleansing flight and the temperatures average around 22° F.
Be sure and check out his YouTube videos.

If you’re interested in purchasing bees next spring; I’ll be taking orders starting in January.

beeman@cncfarms.com

