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January Report by Dick Counts
January is a time we like to talk about new beginnings. As individuals, we make New Year’s
resolutions about things we want to improve in our lives. As beekeepers, we make plans for the
coming bee season. As a beekeepers club, we think about goals for the coming year.
Our bees are starting to make changes also. Their focus will begin to shift from surviving winter to
preparing for the spring flow. They will soon sense the availability of the earliest pollen from Elms
and begin gearing up for brood production. Their increased activity will consume more stores so
let me encourage you to check your hive weights and feed if the hive feels light.
As a bee club, ETBA renews its focus on education each January. Our Beginners course meets one
Saturday a month from January to May, culminating with the delivery of students’ bees. Our goal is
to provide a good beginner beekeeping education opportunity for youth and adults who have never
raised bees. We focus on teaching the basics of keeping honey bees. We do have several young
people interested in our youth scholarship program thus far. The ETBA board will be looking at
these and determining how many we can support for the 2019 class.
For those beekeepers that wish to learn more advanced beekeeping techniques, President Matt
provides “in the field” training covering a variety of techniques such as locating queens, splitting,
raising queens and other advanced topics. If you are interested in expanding your beekeeping skills,
please speak with Matt.
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As a club member, you can share your unique knowledge and experiences with other beekeepers.
Make note of new or novice beekeepers in your area and offer them advice and encouragement.
Each of us has the ability to educate someone else. Make sharing your beekeeping knowledge and
skills one of your goals for 2019.
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Practical Experiences in the Beeyard by Stan Brantley
Deep in the hive, a quiver can be felt, akin to a frozen stream about to melt.
- Thomas Bangs Thorpe 1815-1878, The Hive of “The Bee-Hunter”

The bee’s world will soon become busy preparing for the new season. January will
allow the bees to harvest pollen from dandelion, elm and maple. By the end of the
month, we should see a strong elm bloom across East Texas. However, continue to feed pollen
substitute as long as the bees will take it. Open feeding can stimulate the queen to lay more eggs.
Your goal is to have the hive “built up” before the nectar flow begins.
Soon you will be able to look inside to see how the hive made it through the winter. As the days
begin to get a few minutes longer, the queen will begin to search for clean cells to deposit eggs for
a new build-up of brood. It will probably be a pattern about the size of a silver dollar. She keeps
the early pattern small so that the eggs and soon-to-be brood can be covered by the hive bees, thus
maintaining the warmth needed for the brood to hatch.
Hive inspection may be done on days 60 degrees or warmer, preferably while the sun is shining
and there is little to no wind. Decide what you want to inspect for before opening the hive. Do the inspection quickly
and get out of the hive.
You will know the hive is queen-right if you see a small patch of eggs or capped brood. However, be aware some
species of bees other than Italians may not have begun to lay in January.
Throughout the winter, the queen has been attended by the hive bees but has only received enough food to maintain
her health. She has not developed very many eggs, and therefore, she is in very good shape to fly. Be cautious during
any early inspections as she may fly away, never to be seen again!
If the temperature allows, you can do an early mite check. If you find an unhealthy mite count and need to treat, be
sure to select a miticide designed for use during this time of the year. Most treatments will also have to be removed
before the spring flow begins.
The next few weeks are your last chance to clean and repair equipment before the Spring Flow. Make sure all of the
equipment you need is available and ready to use before the end of February.
If your plans include ordering packages, nucs or queens, hopefully you have already placed those orders, if not, do so
immediately!
If you still use wired wax foundation, you may have old frames that need to be cleaned prior to another season of use.
Scrape off as much of the old wax and comb as possible. Then, carefully use a propane torch to soften the remaining
residue to finish cleaning the frame. This work is best done outside with a bucket of water handy in the event a waxed
frame catches on fire.
Do not apply heat to plastic foundation as it will probably cause it to warp or melt. I have been able to clean the old
wax off plastic foundation by placing the frame on a form board to support the plastic foundation while scraping with
my hive tool. A fresh coat of wax can be added to the plastic foundation from a crock pot of melted wax and a 4-to-6
inch paint roller. BE CAREFUL!! Bare skin and hot wax should not come together!
If you are not familiar with a form board, it is a board with groves for the top and bottom bars, allowing the foundation
to rest on the surface of the board. It was designed to use when building frames with wired wax foundation. Form
boards can be purchased from most bee suppliers and even from Amazon!
(Amazon link: www.amazon.com/Beekeeping-Hive-Foundation-Form-Board/dp/B00IJ1A1GU )
or, you can easily make one. Here is a link to DIY instructions:
www.beesource.com/build-it-yourself/foundation-form-board/
The Got Questions?
The group will be open 6:00-6:30 before the meeting. Join us if you are a new beekeeper or have some beekeeping questions.
If you have not joined us before, ask someone to point you to the Got Questions? Room. We will try to help you find some answers.
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“A Pollinator’s Garden”
Down:
1. tall plant with pink or white bell-shaped flowers

Across:
2. wood and cotton

3. aromatic annual European herb used in pickling

6. named after the French botanist Pierre Magnol

4. beautiful and bright, but not to be confused with a
harmonious universe

8. a woody perennial herb used in cooking

5. of the legume family with spikes of blue, purple,
white or yellow flowers
7. buttercup family with red or blue irregular spurred
flowers
9. tree or shrub with silver-gray bark, tiny white flowers
and orange-red berries
12. sweet-smelling with multitude of tiny bluish-purple
flowers
16. white, blue, purple or pink daisy-like flowers;
family Asteraceae
18. unscramble these letters—laeaza

10. one of the biggest and brightest flower of them all
with edible seeds
11. ornamental plant with yellow, orange or copperbrown flowers
13. herb with showy yellow flowers, having medicinal
properties
14. four leaf is the luckiest
15. attracts all pollinators, drought-resistant, and bares
small five petal flowers
17. starts with the last letter of the alphabet and has
long-lasting large flowers
19. tropical shrub or tree of the family Verbenaceae
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by Joe Laws

January Program
The January Speaker is John Talbot.
Also, during the pre-meeting Q&A, there will be a short presentation by a CPA about beekeeping
and Uncle Sam wanting his cut.
See you there!
Joe Laws, Program Director

…from the Editor
Hi Everyone ~
I hope your Christmas holidays were wonderful and that the New Year
brings each of you lots of happiness and good fortune!
Please don’t forget that January is the time when annual dues are collected for the year. You may see John “Doc” ;
the treasurer at the meeting, or pay online at www.etba.info or fill out this form, cut along the dotted lines, include
your check or money order - payable to East Texas Beekeepers Association and mail it to the following address :
P.O. Box 9662 Tyler, TX 75711-9662
~ Thank you for your club membership, stewardship & educational support of honey bees.

*FAMILY Memberships:
Please list other names also (on the back),
so that their memberships are included.

*

