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We had 71 members and guests at our June meeting.  Thank you for your participation.  I always enjoy seeing 

a room full of interested beekeepers and new comers. 

It is time to talk about scheduling honey extractions.  If you are an active member of ETBA, you may bring 

your supers to my honey house and use my extraction equipment.  Since this can become a very busy day, 

there are a few rules you must agree to work by.  First, call me or see me at the July meeting, let me know 

how many supers you will be extracting and we will set a time for you to come and extract your honey.   

Show up with your supers about 15 minutes before your scheduled time.  I know this probably sounds just 

like making a doctor’s appointment, but it does keep things moving along in an orderly fashion and keeps 

cars, bees and people from piling up in my yard. 
 

We will extract only medium supers.  Do not bring shallow or deep supers.  Talk to me about how to extract  

if you are using shallow or deep supers. 
   

Bring sealable, large containers for your honey – five gallon buckets work fine.  If you do not have clean       

5-gallon buckets, you can buy food grade buckets and lids at Lowes or Home Depo or order honey buckets 

with bottling gates from Dadant or MannLake.  When calculating how many you need, you can figure that 

two supers will fill one 5-gallon bucket.  You will take your honey home in the large containers and then   

bottle it in a few days.  We will not be extracting directly into your small bottles or containers. 

Get the bees out of your supers before you come.  Please do not bring your supers covered with bees! 

If you are a new beekeeper and this will be your first time to extract, I will be working with you and teaching 

you how to prepare the frames and use the extractor.  The honey house is not air conditioned so expect it to be 

hot inside.  Also be prepared to get dirty, sticky and maybe even stung.  But I promise you will enjoy the   

experience of extracting your first honey. 
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Hello everyone! In case you didn’t know, I am writing from Malawi, Africa. I am here on a mission trip, 
where I help teach soap making, gardening, and beekeeping. As I’m writing this, I have already given 
three (3)presentations. The local people love to hear about beekeeping and were amazed to hear that 
bees are not only honey producers, but also pollinators. 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
I have seen one method of beekeeping so far. Instead of a top-bar, or similar style hives, many people 
use large cast iron pots, similar to a skep. They have a large hole in the top for accessing the            
honeycomb. This hole is covered by a straw lid, with a small entrance hole for the bees. To harvest 
honey, they wait until it is dark, then smoke the hive. They then take the comb out and shake the bees 
back into the hive. Unfortunately, this method often kills many bees, sometimes even the queen.  
  
One thing that I have enjoyed was meeting the local beekeepers. Everywhere that we have been,  
someone is a beekeeper. Though they don't know much about the bees, they are quick to learn, and 
thrilled beyond words that we came over to teach them about the honey bees. In Malawi, it is possible 
to get honey all year, since the coldest it gets is about 50 degrees, and that is at night. 
  
I want to finish by thanking you all for your support. It is because of ETBA that I am here today.    
Serving as the ambassador has given me the confidence and public speaking skills to talk to these   
people. Thank you so much for everything that you have helped me to become. 
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~Jacob 

 

          Bee Biz by Bridgette Thomasson 
 

Did you know we now have a Facebook page?  Please like and/or follow us.  You can find us by searching for              

"East Texas Beekeeping Associa�on"  or follow the link �.me/EastTexasBeekeepingAssocia�on.   

Please feel free to share what is going on in your bee yard or ask ques"ons.  As we no longer have the forum, this is a 

perfect place for us to share beekeeping informa"on with one another.  Invite your friends and neighbors to like us 
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In the past three months I have tried to expand your knowledge of the products from the hive: honey,    

beeswax, and propolis. As I switch gears this month, I want to dig into the most common pests of the hive.      

This month the focus is………….THE DREADED VARROA MITE.                                                                           

 What they do?  How they reproduce?  What are the different control methods? 
 

Varroa mites are not opportunists, meaning that they are in most hives, even if you do not see them.        

The adult mite will ride on the back of the honey bee, sucking its blood (hemolymph) for 

sustenance. This produces open wounds that leave the bee more suscep"ble to diseases 

and infec"ons.  The Varroa mite is also a  disease carrier, so as it sucks the blood, it also 

transmits diseases into the bee colony, such as the          

deformed wing virus. The Varroa mite causes the most 

damage in late autumn to early spring.  It is believed that 

Varroa mites also may be a contribu"ng factor to colony collapse disorder (CCD).  
 

The life cycle of a Varroa mite is largely dependent on the life cycle of a honey bee. Ten 

days a1er the queen bee lays an egg, an adult female mite will go into the cell right      

before it is  going to be capped. Once the cell is capped the mite will then get onto the 

bee just before it spins its cocoon. Then, it starts to feed on the larvae of the bee. A1er about 30 hours it lays its first 

egg which is unfer"lized and will become a male. Every 30 hours the female mite will lay another egg, a1er the first 

egg the rest are females. Once the female mites are mature the male mite will mate with one or two before he dies. 

Once the bee has completed metamorphosis it will leave the cell. The mother mite and all of the other mites will also 

leave the cell to begin the process over again. 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The mites have no eye or any no"ceable antenna so they have to navigate through the hive using touch, heat, and 

smell. The mite is a8racted to the drone brood pheromones since it takes longer for a drone larva to develop, roughly 

six more days. In the early fall when the bees stop producing drone brood, the bees will move 

into the worker cells, which is when the mites cause the most damage. 
  

As beekeepers, there are many different ways to control a mite load, however, no one can really 

get rid of the Varroa mite. Here are three ways to treat without using chemicals. One of the most    

common ways beekeepers will reduce their mite loads is by using a screen bo8om board. If a 

mite was to fall off a bee it would then have to crawl all the way back up, but when the bo8om is 

wire mesh, the mite falls right through and is not able to get back into the hive. Another common 

and easy control is to use drone frames. Many companies make founda"on that is suited to fit 

the bigger cell needed to fit a drone. Beekeepers put these into the hive to encourage the queen to lay drone eggs. 

Since the mites prefer the drone cells, the mites will go into the cells on the special frames. Once the cells are capped 

the beekeeper can then freeze the frames killing the mites and disrup"ng their reproduc"on cycle. This method also 

kills the drones but the bees make up for that by producing an overabundance of drones. The last way is by using mite 

hygienic bees. These bees are normally a Russian strain, where the mites originally were discovered. These bees will 

remove any pupae that have been infected by Varroa mites. This will result in the death of any immature mites.  
 

There are a number of chemical ways to help control the mite numbers in your hives as well, and many beekeepers 

believe that alterna"ng which chemical you use will increase the effec"veness.  No ma8er what op"ons you u"lize, it   

is impera"ve for beekeepers to keep an eye on the Varroa Mites in their hives! 

~ Peter 
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 If  You Can ManageIf  You Can ManageIf  You Can ManageIf  You Can Manage    
 

If you can manage to keep your bees alive post honey flow you’re on your way to becoming a beekeeper.  

One of the most important lessons I ever learned in my life as a pastor was learning about the seasons of 

human life.  Obstacles or changing seasons are meant to be challenges or growth opportunities.               

Theseasons, of course, have the appearance of normalcy but can be vastly different year to year.  In regards 

to bees, their seasons are vastly different year to year.  While the nature of a honey bee and its colony is knowable and 

even predictable, there are still enormous differences in certain breeds.  While they are all honeybees that produce   

honey and pollinate their surroundings, they can be very different in their behaviors and even abilities.  I wouldn’t say 

honeybees are as complex as humans, but in many ways, are equally diverse.  
 

The bugs that like to eat on bees or their resources are equally diverse and even predictable.  Knowing about how to 

manage the adversarial bugs is as important as knowing how bees work.  The forage from year to year changes with the 

seasons. Nectar flows vary from year to year.  Same bee yards but different yields.  Some years certain flowers bloom and 

other years they do not.  It may be several years before that certain flower blooms again.  Then there are the dependable 

sources we count on.  Their yields may be different from year to year but there is a consistency to them.   
 

The weather plays a huge role in the health and production of honeybees.  Sometimes the climate is favorable and other 

times, not so much.  This year we had what seemed to be a favorable season for early production and bee health.      

This has been a poor year for nectar.  Last year was really good!   
 

If you can manage to keep your bees alive through dearth and winter you are well on your way to becoming a beekeeper.  

You and I have to be very diligent and educated in our effort to raise honey bees.  There are many working parts that we 

have to become very familiar with in order to be fruitful managers of honeybees.  Knowing the traits of certain honey bee 

breeds and how you can use those traits in your context and to your   advantage is helpful.  For Example, the yellow bees 

are prolific layers and produce enormous clusters of bees.  The queens do not have a good shut off switch in terms of 

laying.  This can be good for early spring when you need cell builders and have plenty of yellow bees to shake out of your 

boxes. It could be a problem, however, if you have taken the bulk of their honey and not fed them syrup and the queen 

continues to lay.  You can be assured that the yellow queen will outperform other breeds in sheer volume. The yellow 

bees also like to rob so you and I have to be diligent in our management and practices in order to keep robbing to a  

minimum.  Some bee breeds winter better.  Some are more hygienic and disease resistant. Certain bee breeds swarm 

more regularly.  That can be a problem if you’re in a honey flow.   
 

Other working parts are weather, viruses, predators, forage, seasons and _____?  All these work together to produce 

healthy bees and surplus honey.  One of the most important factors of beekeeping is you!  You and I have nothing to say 

about weather, predators, forage and the seasons of the honeybee.  We do have control over our ability to keep learning 

about how to manage them properly. Even if you don’t manage to keep your bees alive you can manage to figure out why 

they died.  The only way that you’re going to do that, is to go check them regularly.  
  
Beekeeping has many moving parts and you have committed to learn those moving parts.  No doubt you and I will fail 

and misread the moving parts.  We will lose colonies and not anticipate the needs of the colonies and weather.  Consider 

your former losses as a learning lab.  If you want your bees to not only survive but flourish you will need to become an 

avid learner of all the moving parts.  Failure to learn about beekeeping, or anything else in our lives, results in poor   

stewardship.  A beekeeper friend of mine lost about 40% of 6500 colonies.  He said his viral loads got too high from 

mites walking in to the colony.  When a colony begins to collapse from mites the bees will abscond from the colony and 

drift in to other colonies.  When they do they bring their mites and viral loads right through the front door.  Well…he 

made a sizeable check from Almond growers but lost 40 percent.  100,000 dollars doesn’t replace 1500 colonies.                                 

Lesson….Don’t pollinate where other bees that are not treated are residing.  Other colonies around him weren’t treated 

and began to collapse.  Where do you think all those collapsing bees headed?  My friend can make up the losses but it 

will take some time.  The pollination check is nice but what’s the cost?   If you want to keep your bees healthy, there will 

most certainly be a cost associated with it.   

F.Y.I.   F.Y.I.   F.Y.I.   F.Y.I.   by Joe Laws     

        July Program - The speaker for the July 6th meeting will be Jim Briles, and he will be talking about                 

honey  extraction and by products from the hive.   



 

 

Late June, early July is typically the most rewarding "me of the year for beekeepers.  It is the 
"me we start extrac"ng the reward for our year of labor.  If you and your bees had a good year, 
then the honey flows out of the extractor.   

The biggest word in the preceding sentence is that two-le8er word “IF”.  As beekeepers, we 
strive to con"nually gain knowledge, sharpen our skills, and be8er our apiary toward the goal of 
increasing our honey produc"on.  However, we also know there are variables of nature beyond 
our control.  Despite a rela"vely mild winter and early spring hive buildups, some area          

beekeepers are repor"ng less honey produc"on than expected.  In many areas, flowers and trees bloomed 
early and sparsely this spring.  Even the usually dependable Privet Hedge failed to produce a lot of blossoms.  
If you will pardon the pun, as beekeepers we “go with the flow” and perceive our hobby with a long-term 
point of view.  It will be interes"ng to hear some reports on honey produc"on at our July mee"ng. 

Upon comple"ng your extrac"ons, you must determine what to do with the empty supers.  We call these 
“wet” supers because they contain the remnants of un-extracted honey. The one thing you do NOT want to 
do is leave them stacked outside or in the shop or garage.  Beetles, moths and ants will be highly a8racted to 
the wet supers and can ruin them over night.  

If you choose to return the extracted supers to your hives, try to do so late in the day, as near dusk as        
possible.  The smell of the wet honey can easily excite a robbing frenzy in your apiary.  Replacing the supers 
just before the bees enter the hive for night reduces the risk of geEng robbing started.  By morning, the wet 
honey smell will have dissipated and honey on the outside of the supers will have been cleaned up.  If you 
have a weak hive, one that does not have a large popula"on of bees to defend the entrance against robbers, 
install an entrance reducer set to the small entrance for a few days.   

If you do not plan to return the supers to the hives, you can stack them in the yard and let the neighborhood 
bees clean them for you.  Give some thought about where you stack them.  Since they can a8ract a cloud of 
bees, do not place them in a high traffic area.  Instead, choose an area that is out of the way and open 
enough for the bees to fly around.  Avoid placing them over your driveway because there will be a good bit of 
wax fragments le1 underneath the supers when the bees are finished.  It is hard to remove the wax          
fragments from concrete. 

In our area, most honey produc"on is over by mid-July.  The weather becomes hot and dry and plants no 
longer produce sufficient nectar to make much more honey.  In beekeeping lingo, we enter the “summer 
dearth.”  Bees will be in search of water to help cool the hive during the hot days of summer.  Be sure they 
have access to clean water if there is no natural source in your area.   

Most of us do not expect to make honey on a fall flow.  Unless you have reason to believe your bees will have 
sufficient fall forage to make late honey, you may want to consider supplemental feeding throughout the 
summer.  Your goal is to eliminate some of the stress on the hive by keeping your bees fed and ac"ve 
through the hot summer months.  Providing some supplemental sugar syrup will help keep the hive healthy 
and go into winter as a strong well-nourished colony.  Strong colonies of well-fed bees, (some"mes called 
“fat bees”) have a be8er chance of over-wintering without losses.  As a reminder; do not start supplemental 
feeding un"l you are finished extrac"ng.  If you do start feeding sugar syrup and then extract, you will be  
harves"ng the sugar you fed! 

Have you ever considered stacking wooden Nuc boxes?  I have found by stacking 
three deep Nuc boxes that the bees would draw plas"c founda"on out from the 
top bar all the way to the bo8om bar in all three boxes.  I also noted that there 
was no drone comb drawn, the bees followed the worker cell imprints stamped 
in the plas"c founda"on.    By establishing Nucs this "me of the year, you can 
raise a queen while there is an          adequate supply of drones for ma"ng.  As an 
added bonus, you will also have some good drawn comb to use in other hives or 
Nucs. 

Interested in Top Bar Hives?  During the program por"on of our July mee"ng, 
Glynn and Myra Smith will host a breakout session about Top Bar Hives.                
If you have Top Bar Hive ques"ons or just have an interest, join Glenn and Myra. 

 The Got Questions? 

The group will be open 6:00-6:30 before the meeting. Join us if you are a new beekeeper or have some beekeeping questions.  
If you have not joined us before, ask someone to point you to the Got Questions? Room. We will try to help you find some answers. 
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            Practical Experiences in the Beeyard  by Stan Brantley 
Page 5 



 

 

July 6,  2017 Page 6 

 
 July 3  
 Fireworks Show : Pleasant Hill Baptist Church: Tyler, Tx.  
-13590 Hwy 110 South: 6:30 pm-10:30pm 
 

 July 4  
 Mike Love & Assoc. 12th Annual Fireworks Extravaganza :  
Lufkin, Texas - Ellen Trout Zoo, 402 Zoo Circle on Loop 287 
 

 

   July 2-4th  
   4th on Broadway Texas Country Freedom Festival @ Mackenzie Park- 
   Music, Fireworks, Contests, Parade and More! - Lubbock, Tx. 
   https://www.broadwayfestivals.com/freedomfest 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

July 28 –30  -  40th Annual GREAT TEXAS BALLOON RACE : Longview, TX 
 Details / Schedule / Tickets :  
 http://www.greattexasballoonrace.com/default.aspx 
 http://www.greattexasballoonrace.com/page/Entertainment-schedule-35.aspx 
 http://www.greattexasballoonrace.com/page/Ticket-Information-400.aspx 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
For more monthly events/activities across Texas; check out http://www.texasbob.com/event/jul.php 

July Events in 


