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It is officially now summer and our honey flow is nearing the end.  We have certainly had plenty of rain 
to make things green and growing.  In some places, maybe too much rain.  I have some hives near 
Longview that I have been unable to work because I could not drive into the area.  I am hoping to check 
on them this week and see if they are making honey. 
 
However, we are overdue in the change to hotter and drier conditions.  As we move into the typical     
summer dearth, keep an eye on your hives.  Check for capped honey and start thinking about when to 
extract.  Observe activity at the landing boards.  If you do not see a lot of activity, check the hive for 
problems.  When inside the hive, check for beetle populations.  They become a greater nuisance as 
summer progresses and install beetle traps as needed.   
 
It is extraction time and my honey house is set up for club members to bring their supers and extract 
their honey.  When you are ready, contact me to schedule an extraction.  Just a reminder – let me know 
how many supers you will bring, bring wide mouth buckets or appropriate containers large enough to 
hold your honey, and clean the bees off your supers before you arrive.   
 
A couple weeks back, Tish Kennedy and I had the opportunity to do a Honey Bee program for a home 
school group at Camp Tyler.  We had almost 70 home schoolers, moms and dads in our group.  Our 
club maintains a very nice outdoor observation hive at Camp Tyler, sponsored by Woods and Waters. 
I want to thank our members for their participation in club meetings.  We had 109 present at the June 
meeting.  Our newly elected Directors are working hard and bringing in new ideas to keep our meetings 
interesting and worthwhile.  I encourage everyone to be involved.  Our club is what you make it. 

 

  Next MeetingNext MeetingNext Meeting   

July 11thJuly 11thJuly 11th   
 

United Methodist ChurchUnited Methodist ChurchUnited Methodist Church   

405 West Main in Whitehouse 405 West Main in Whitehouse 405 West Main in Whitehouse    
6:30 PM6:30 PM6:30 PM   

On the Web:On the Web:On the Web:   

www.etba.infowww.etba.infowww.etba.info   
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It’s July and the hot season is right around the corner.  Before long, we will see everything dry up 
and we will move into a different season of beekeeping.               
 
I haven’t extracted yet, but hope to in the next two weeks.  I’d love to hear how much honey   
everyone extracted!   Remember to keep a bottle handy for the honey tasting competition later 
this year. 
 
When I last did a hive check, I found that I had lost a hive.  Not my first hive to lose but I still feel 
the crushing defeat each time.  (I always hope I won’t lose one single hive).  The wax moths AND 
small hive beetle larva did an enormous amount of damage and it is difficult to keep a stiff upper 
lip as I assess what can be salvaged and what is to be discarded.   Remember, the wax moth and 
small hive beetle are rarely what causes a hive to fail.  They are opportunists of a weak hive.  
What happened to this one?  Not sure but most likely due to Varroa mites and all the viruses 
they carry. 
 
I will need to conduct Varroa mite counts soon and plan for treating when the temperature drops 
a bit.  I look forward to Les’ presentation on Varroa mite treatments. 
 
I had a few people sign up for swarm calls and cut-outs.  Thank you!  I’ll bring the list again to 
see if anyone wants to be added. 
 
I would also like you to start thinking about how you can volunteer for 4 to 8-hour slots at the 
East Texas Fair this year.  Many hands make much easier work and we need you. 
 
Reminder that we moved the monthly meeting from July 4th to July 11th, and hope you have an 
enjoyable and safe holiday. 
 
I look forward to seeing all of you. 
 
       Happy Beekeeping!  ~ Melissa Maeker 
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 July is the month you have been looking forward to since the first signs of spring began to 
awaken your hives. This is the month you find if you have a bounty or a bust! 
 Honey extraction should be in full swing now.  Honey that is not fully capped can be pulled, 
and shaken to see if it is wet (rains out of the frame when shaken), and extracted for personal use, for 
sale or for gifts to friends and family.  I also encourage you to set aside your best looking and best 

tasting honey to enter in your local or state honey contests.  In the 2019 International Honey  Tasting Contest, 
three    entries from Texas placed in the top thirty best honeys in the world.  What an honor that would be! 
 When you are removing supers of honey from your hives, here is a tip that may keep your supers from  
dripping honey all over your equipment.  If possible, go to the beeyard the day before you plan to pull the supers.  
Break them loose and move each super forward, backward or sideways enough to break any comb filled with honey 
that was attached to the frames above or below that super.  Do not move the supers far enough to leave a crack in 
the stack for robbers to gain entry.  Overnight, the bees will clean the broken cells of honey.  When you pull the 
supers the next morning, you should not have honey dripping in the bee yard to start a robbing frenzy or making a 
sticky mess on your equipment. 
 Remove only the supers you plan to extract that day.  The honey will still be warm and extract much more 
easily.  If you have to hold supers overnight, make sure to protect them from beetles and moths. 
If you are returning supers to the hives for the bees to clean up, it is best to do this late in the afternoon, near dusk 
if possible.  The bees will remove most of the honey residuals in the comb by morning, greatly reducing the       
tendency for robbing. After the bees have cleaned the supers, you will have to decide if you are going to leave them 
stored on the hive all winter or if you are going to remove and store them.  If you do remove your supers, stack 
them and use the paradiclorbenzene moth crystals to protect from moths.  
 If you run double brood box hives, you may want to leave at least one super on the hive.  The bees will use 
this  super to store any honey produced in the summer and fall.  The stores will then be used as winter food.  If the 
bees are able to store enough, you may not need to feed sugar syrup during the winter period. 
 Although we have enjoyed an unusually wet spring, we are about to move into the hot and dry summer. 
You can help your bees deal with the hot and dry conditions.  Bees will be using increased amounts of water to cool 
the hive as the temperatures rise into the upper 90s and above.  Make sure they have access to a reliable water 
source.  Consider using a shade board, such as a 2-foot square of plywood, on top of the hive to reduce excessive 

heat.  Allow heat to vent out the top of the hive by providing some kind of 
ventilation path.  You can use a Ventilation Super or you can slide the         
telescoping cover back, allowing the edge of the   Outer Cover to sit on the 
edge of the Inner  Cover.  A good strong healthy hive will have enough bees  
to prevent any robbers from entering underneath the raised Outer Cover. 
 Colonies with weak populations should have the entrance reducer         
installed to help the hive bees defend the entrance against robbing.   
Nucs started during the latter part of the honey flow should also have 

the entrance reduced.  After at least 21 days, check these nucs to ensure that they do have a laying queen.  
Feed them sugar syrup through the summer to help them grow strong enough to survive the winter.  
July is also a great time to melt wax in a solar melter.  Do not discard wax in your beeyard, it attracts   
undesirable pests.  It is also a valuable product.  If you do not collect and resell wax, consider making your 
scrap wax available to fellow club members who do melt and resell wax.   
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THE GOT QUESTIONS? 

 

The group will be open 6:00-6:30 before the meeting.         

Join us if you are a new Beekeeper or have some                     

beekeeping   questions.  If you have not joined us before,       

ask someone to point you to the Got Questions? Room.  

We will try to help you find some answers.  



 

 

 

July 11,  2019 Page 4 

Horned-faced 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

I was a hobby beekeeper for 14 years, and can speak with confidence that it’s also an intimidating 
time for many.  Is the honey building up quickly enough?  Did my bees swarm?  I can’t find my 
queen!  Is the brood supposed to look like that?   To new beekeepers, the information in a bee 
hive is overwhelming.   

I did not have a mentor, and now that I look back on my “hobby years”, I tell folks that I didn’t get 
14 years of beekeeping experience3..I got 1 year of experience 14 times! 

 

This is why a main priority for me as ETBA Vice President is developing our hobby beekeepers.  
We should build on the programs we have and help our new beekeepers get the learning they 
need to achieve success over their first 2-3 years.  We owe it to our members3..and we owe it to 
the bees!  I am a believer that there is no substitute for experience in the beeyard. 

 

As I write this, we’re having another evening of storms here in East Texas.  I’ve learned to get to 
the beeyard quickly after storms, the next day if possible.  This time of the summer is likely to see 
hives with boxes stacked 2-4 deep, and I’ve had hives blow over in high winds.  There is the       
potential for bee stands to partially sink in soft soil, with hives tipping over.  If you use top feeders 
for splits or nucs you are still feeding, the jar can blow off.    

At one time I was a member of the Fort Bend Beekeepers Association.  In 2010, we lost hives in 
the association to 3 natural disasters.  One beekeeper had an apiary that was destroyed by the 
first Texas tornado of the year (in January!).  Another lost an apiary to flood.   

Unfortunately,  I had lost 6 of my 7 colonies to an earthquake (in Shelby County).   

 

I look forward to working with you this year.  If you are a hobby beekeeper and have questions, 
please get with me or one of the other experienced beekeepers.  We are always interested in 
helping you make your hobby a pleasant and rewarding experience. 

  

 

2019 Club Vice President ~ Jim Biles 
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The JulyProgram………….. 
 

 This month our speaker will be Les Jeske 

The topic of his presentation will be “Varroa Mites”  
Les owns Maple Creek Honey and has been keeping bees for ten years. He currently runs 20 hives, but has managed 

as many as 60. He also has experience in shipping hives to California for almond pollination since 2017.                

His daughter, Martha, sparked an interest in beekeeping for the family in 2010 when she became a scholarship      

student in the club and she also served as the ETBA Princess the following year.  

Les is a wealth of knowledge and we look forward to learning more about this detrimental pest. 

 

 

 

 

 

Michelle’s website can be found at  http://busybeeapiary.net/  
 

See you there! 

Meagan, Program Director 

F.Y.I.   F.Y.I.   F.Y.I.   F.Y.I.   by Meagan Elzner    

ELZNER FARMS, LLC ~ WE SELL BEES! 
New Summerfield, Texas 

www.elznerfarms.com or elznerfarms@gmail.com 
We offer pure, raw, local honey & bees to our surrounding communities. 

 

~ Meagan and Isaac Elzner ~ 

~ Trish 

…from the Editor 

 



  

 


