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July Report by Jim Biles
Don’t you just love summertime in a bee suit? When temps go up into the mid-90’s, beekeeping
takes a little more planning and patience. My experience is that when it’s hot, it’s easy to put off
those activities that are important (think mite testing), or maybe hurry through others that need
more time (e.g. hive inspection). With proper planning, though, this doesn’t need to happen.
It goes without saying that mornings are better than afternoon. Although the bees will be a little
grumpy, cloudy days are an opportunity. Whatever time you work bees, proper hydration is
critical! If you start to get light headed, take a break, regardless of what you’re doing. And you
can expect to sweat.
So don’t get caught suited up in the middle of flying bees with sweat running into your eyes and
no way to handle it. I wear a sweatband this time of the year, which makes a big difference.
So what are the July activities you should be doing? If you haven’t extracted honey, now is the
time. It’s good to inspect your hive(s) in advance to know what to expect.
After honey extraction comes mite testing. If you don’t know how to test your mite loads,
YouTube has some good videos or see one of the ETBA officers/experienced beekeepers. Mite
testing will almost always indicate a mite problem this time of the year, so go ahead and get your
plan together on how you plan to treat your bees.
Continued on next page………….
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…. I find that summertime is a good time to re-queen my hives. This is not for everyone, but I like
to go into the next spring with young queens that haven’t been through a spring build up.
By mid-July, it’s getting a little late for raising queens, although you may find a local source for
mated queens. For several years I’ve ordered queens from California to diversify my genetics.
Their window for queen rearing goes until mid/late summer.
I also think summer is a good window to stimulate hives to produce wax. This requires feeding
through the summer, but I use top feeders that are relatively easy to evaluate and replace as the bees
take syrup. When I have frames with drawn comb in the early spring, the buildup takes place more
quickly, giving me options on splitting, making nucs, etc.
If you get a chance, go by and check out the new observation hive at the Tyler Rose Garden.
This is a great way to educate your family/friends about your favorite pastime!

Club Vice-President ~ Connie Collins
Hello Beekeepers!
It’s now summertime and for a few weeks now, I have been your new ETBA President. I am honored
to now fill this role and have already been very busy. I saw my father be the ETBA president, and I was an ETBA
Honey Queen many moons ago, and I hope to represent our club well.
The ETBA board are already busy preparing for the East Texas State Fair in September. I am looking forward to
welcoming the visitors back and seeing all the school children again. The ETBA board has been hard at work to
make the fair a success this year. We will have updates about the fair coming to you soon, and I hope we will have
a lot of ETBA club members volunteer this year to educate the public on the wonderful honeybee.
Many club members have dedicated their time to the installation of the Tyler Rose Garden observation
hive. The dedication is on June 26th, starting at 10 am. We hope lots of people come out to participate in the fun
activities for kids, and adults too! There will be vendor booths and a food truck, and hopefully, it will become an
annual event for Tyler, Texas.
Outside of the club, I have been busy with the final stretch of our beekeeping season here at CNC Honey
Farms. We are working hard down in the Beaumont area, pulling honey and getting our hives ready for North
Dakota. We have finished pulling the honey and now are spending our nights loading hives onto trucks for their
journey north. Most of our bees are already on their way, but we are still helping the large migratory beekeeper
we work with in Beaumont. We help him and he and his large crew helps us. We are very thankful for this
arrangement, as many hands make this work go much faster. I am incredibly grateful for the help as it is very humid
and hot here in Beaumont, and the quicker you can finish, the better!
Speaking of the heat, I recently purchased a neck fan from Amazon that I cannot recommend enough for
wearing in your bee suit this time of year. Make sure you are putting on that suit and checking your hives during
this season. The honey flow has ended, and there may not be enough left for the bees to work. Check that they
have enough food, and make sure you have a water source close for them to use. You want to keep your hives
happy and healthy during these hot summer moths so that they can go into winter strong as well. I know some
of you out there are enjoying the summer heat, but I am looking forward to the cooler months
already! Stay safe and cool on your summer adventures! See you in July.
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July in the ArkLaTex is usually hot, dry and humid. Nectar flow is normally
finished by the first part of July. However, this 2021 season has been very different
due to the February deep freeze. Weekly days of rain during May and June provided
sufficient moisture to keep all blooming vegetation flowering vigorously.
There could be pockets of vegetation that are still blooming in sufficient
quantities to produce storable surplus nectar. Areas with large fields of horsemint could possibly
continue to provide nectar into mid-July.
With hot and dry conditions, most stored nectar will be quickly converted to extractable honey
with, as a general rule, moisture content less than 18%. If you are extracting on an unusually
humid day and are concerned about the humidity in the extraction room, a dehumidifier can be
used to help reduce the amount of moisture in the work area.
For the new beekeeper, as well as for some others with limited experience, it can be difficult to
determine if the honey is safe to extract. The frame should be at least 80 to 90% capped.
Usually at this time of the year, honey is capped with beautiful white wax. Later in the fall time
period, the caps may have a brownish color. When the frame is not fully capped, do a field test to
determine if it is safe to extract. Grasp the frame at each end bar, turn it with the top bar facing
down, and give the frame a quick jerk downward. If no honey “rains” out of the cells, the honey
can be harvested. At times bees do not completely cap honey toward the end of the nectar flow.
While removing supers for extraction, be cautious about dripping honey in the bee yard. Spilled
honey could cause the bees to start trying to rob out neighboring hives. The entrances of weak
hives or Nucs should be reduced for the safety of that hive against robbing. Robbing screens
sold by bee supply companies are very effective in stopping the robbing of weak hives,
As a new beekeeper, how are you going to extract your crop of honey? There are many benefits
to becoming a member of the local bee club. Several of the clubs have extracting equipment to
loan or rent for a small fee. Other long-time members may offer the use of their equipment to
newer members. If no other options are available, remove the cappings and turn the frames
upside down in a large container and allow the honey to drain out over a period of time.
Placing the container in a hot room free of honey bees will speed up the draining process.
The “dearth” you hear experienced beekeepers talk about is the hot and dry period of time when
little or no nectar is available for the bees to gather. During the dearth, it may be necessary to
feed your bees 2:1 sugar water to prevent the hive from dying of starvation. Check the frames to
determine if honey is stored in at least four to seven frames. Or, test the weight of the hive using
the “two-finger-lift” method. Place two fingers under the back of the bottom board and lift the hive.
If the hive is difficult to lift, it probably is not necessary to feed sugar water. Caution – make sure
the bottom board is not stuck to the hive stand if the hive feels heavy. Pry with your hive tool and
then lift again to be sure.

Continued on next page …………...
THE GOT QUESTIONS?
The group will be open 6:00-6:30 before the meeting.
Join us if you are a new Beekeeper or have some
beekeeping questions. If you have not joined us before,
ask someone to point you to the Got Questions? Room.
We will try to help you find some answers.
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Practical Experiences in the Beeyard by Stan Brantley .. Continued
… You can also feed bees corn syrup rather than sugar water. Most bee supply dealers have
corn syrup for sale. If you provide our own container there is normally a reduction in the price
you are charged.
With the soon coming heat of our Texas summer, here are a few tips to help our bees. Make sure
a source of clean water is available. Bees will use increasing amounts of water to help cool the
hive. Hive ventilation will assist the bees in accomplishing this.
Lift the front edge of the telescoping cover, slide the cover slightly toward the back of the hive
and place the lip of the telescoping cover on the inner cover. This allows better air circulation in
the hive. I do not recommend this trick if your hive does not have an inner cover as robbing can
get started. Since we tend to place our hives in full sun to help combat hive beetles, it can help
to build a shade cover over your hive. Lay a couple 2x4s on top and cover with a two-foot square
sheet of stiff material like plywood or tin (do not use black tar paper). This helps relieve the heat
load on the top of the hive.

Horned-
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F.Y.I.

by Meagan Elzner

The July Program…………..
The July meeting we will be discussing the Varroa mite. This is the time of the year when
we should all be checking their levels and taking any necessary steps to keep our bees healthy.
See you there!
Meagan, Program Director
ELZNER FARMS, LLC ~ WE SELL BEES!
New Summerfield, Texas

www.elznerfarms.com or elznerfarms@gmail.com

We offer pure, raw, local honey & bees to our surrounding communities.

~ Meagan and Isaac Elzner ~

…from the Editor
and your friends at East
Texas Beekeepers Club.
Have fun and be safe .

~ Trish
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