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July Report by Jim Biles

Over the past couple of years we’ve seen prices for beekeeping supplies increase significantly. We’ve also seen
spot shortages (e.g. honey containers). With general inflation approaching 10% (official version) and continued
supply chain challenges across U.S. commerce, you’re probably asking, “What’s going on with beekeeping
supplies”? Well, I’m glad you asked! I recently had a long discussion with Kacy Cole, site manager for Dadant in
Paris, Tx. Here’s a summary of our discussion.
Q:
What’s the outlook for prices of wood products?
A:
Wood prices are starting to flatten out some. Although the grades of wood used for beekeeping are
different than those used in home construction, the booming real estate market created some crossover demand,
driving up prices across the board (no pun intended!). We’re starting to see an overall wood demand reduction
due to the impact of higher interest rates and significant housing inflation. And we’re hopeful that we’ll see prices
stabilize going forward.
Dadant has also seen staffing challenges in wood processing. Employee shortages put pressure on both
product delivery and pricing. To mitigate these challenges, suppliers are looking to alternative sources to meet
customer demand.
Q:
Do you expect to see shortages of any products in the near term?
A:
Honey containers have rebounded well from the shortages over the last couple of years. Availability is
good at the moment. Metal products (e.g. honey extraction equipment) have experienced significant inflation,
although product availability is generally good as well. Both of these categories of products are heavily influenced
by import tariffs. And while the supply chain is good now, there’s always the possibility of trade issues driven by
pandemic, politics, or economic pressures.
Q:
What are some things a beekeeper can do to control costs and avoid disruptions from product
shortages?
A:
Plan early for product needs. Shop sales when possible. (e.g. Dadant is running a significant 4th of July sale,
other suppliers have regular sales as well.) Partner with other beekeepers to capture volume discounts. Explore
the used market, looking especially for individuals who are getting out of beekeeping or downsizing. And be patient
with the supplier companies who are working hard to mitigate the impact of inflation and product shortages on
individual beekeepers.
Note about the Rose Garden Observation Hive: The observation hive was taken out of service for a couple of
weeks to address ventilation issues. The hive was put back in service just in time for the Pollinator event at the
Rose Garden on June 23. A big THANK YOU to Megan, Joe, and Tish for their work in completing this turnaround!
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by Meagan Elzner

The July Program…
Hope everyone is staying cool in this crazy heat
wave!

We look forward to seeing you at the July meeting
where we will discuss the varroa destructor. It’s

the time of year where we really need to be on top of
our varroa management.
See you there!
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by Stan Brantley

July in Texas is hot, but just wait until August follows! The hot weather in July signals
the nectar flow is just about to terminate. There may be horsemint and some other
sources still producing limited amounts of nectar but usually the production is not
enough for the bees to store.
Many beekeepers begin to extract during the 4th of July time frame. The hot weather
allows the stored honey to run freely from the cells when the cappings are removed
and the frame is placed in the extractor.
If you pull frames and extract honey in July, follow up with a mite check on your hives. With
the decreasing forage and increasing temperatures, bee population begins to decline and
varroa mite populations continue to climb.

If your mite check shows a count nearing or exceeding the recommended threshold, you could store the
extracted supers for a while and add mite strips to the hive, possibly preventing loss of the hive to the varroa
mite. After leaving the strips in the hive for the proper treatment interval, do another mite count to determine
if the treatment was effective. If the mite count remains high, consider using a different type of mite
treatment in an attempt to save your hive of bees.
If the mite count was acceptable, replace those stored supers and begin to feed 2-to-1 sugar mixture. The bees
will store this thicker syrup and use it to raise the bees that will get the hive through the winter.
As nectar sources dry up, it is a given fact that the strong bee colony will begin to search for the less populated
colonies and attempt to relieve the poorly defended hives of the food resources they were able to store. Your
job as the beekeeper is to help the smaller colonies defend themselves. Spend some time observing the
landing board and you will be able to determine if you have a hive that is a potential target for robbing. Do not
wait for robbing to begin before you add the entrance reducer. I suggest using the smallest opening on the
entrance reducer. Do not worry about the bees getting too hot.
How do you handle the wet supers after extracting? Many beekeepers set them out for all the neighboring
bees to feast on and clean up the wet comb. I prefer to put the wet supers back on the hives they came from
and allow the home bees to enjoy the remaining honey they worked so hard to collect and store.
When returning wet supers to the hive, it is best to do so late in the day, if possible. The smell of wet comb and
dripped honey can excite all the bees in the apiary, possibly moving them toward a robbing frenzy. Replacing
the wet supers as close to dusk as possible allows the oncoming darkness to induce most of the excited bees to
return to their own hive. By morning, all of the available spilled or dripped honey will be consumed and life will
return to near normal.
You may notice an increase in the bee activity at the hive entrance. During the summer months, the bees will
be busy carrying water in their honey crops to help cool the hive. You can provide a water source close the
hive to assist them. I use a plastic bucket for the watering source but I add an old towel or some other
discarded material to drape over the edge of the bucket, allowing one end to float in the water. This gives the
bees a safe place to land on the damp material and keeps them from falling into the water and drowning.
Observe this set up often, making sure to keep water in the bucket. If the bucket runs dry, the bees will have to
search elsewhere for a water source.
Hive ventilation can be improved by placing the front edge of the telescoping cover on the front edge of the
inner cover, allowing the heat inside the hive to escape. If you use this method to vent your hive, expect to see
the area on top of the inner cover covered by a mass of bees. Be aware of this possibility and use caution when
raising the telescoping cover.

Got Questions?

Question & answer group will meet from 6:00-6:30 before the meeting.
Join us if you are a new beekeeper or just have beekeeping questions?
We’ll try to get you some answers!
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Hello Beekeepers,
It has been a hot one; has it not? I really couldn't say as I have been away
enjoying cooler weather. I will be back for the July meeting and roast with the
rest of Texas. I have been in England where the Queen recently celebrated her
Platinum Jubilee. I could not escape the bees here, thankfully! In honor of the
Queen's Jubilee, the Historic Royal Palaces filled their moats and front lawns
with beautiful selections of Great Britain's wildflowers. It is titled Super Bloom.
While visiting Hampton Court Palace today, I believe I saw the best they had to
offer! Bees and pollinators were everywhere enjoying the celebration through
the flowers. I am attaching some pictures for you to see, and I hope you are
having a fun summer. See you in July!

