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Seems like a long me since our last meeng, but as I remember we had 97 present.  Thanks to all that make an effort 

to a�end, you make it worthwhile.  What’s new ?  Well honey producon is lower than we had expected, so far only 

one has been out to extract and he averaged about 2 gallons(about 24 lbs) to the medium super.  I have yet to find 

enough honey capped to warrant extracon at this me. 
 

Be sure to read about our Queen and Princesses because they have really been busy.  Our public outreach acvity has 

been very high so far this summer.  Not only has our Royal Court been involved in several acvies each month, but 

have also made several presentaons to groups and set up our booth at several public fesvals.  The a�endance at 

some of the Royal Court presentaons has been as high as a couple hundred adults and children.  We o2en have the 

opportunity to talk to a hundred or more adults at the fesvals.  We connue to see an increased interest in bees and 

are glad to be able to help educate the public.  
 

June 9
th

 will be TBA’s SUMMER CLINIC, to be held this year in Belton.  The Williamson County club (Ausn area) will be 

the host.  From what I have seen of the agenda and speakers list, it promises to very informave  At our June ETBA 

meeng, we will share more informaon on the “where and when” for the Clinic.  Make plans now to a�end. 
 

Mineola Nature Preserve held its NATURE FEST on Memorial Day.  Gloria Harmon, Dan and Cecelia Eudy, Hayden and 

Taylor Wolf and I were staoned at our Observaon Hive.  A�endance at the fest was fair and quite a few people 

stopped at the Observaon Hive.  Our visitors were a mix of adults and children.  Many of the adults that a�end the  

Nature Fest are interested in farming or gardening and therefore are interested in bees.  Several asked about how to 

get started with bees and we shared literature and an invitaon to join us at ETBA meengs.  I also had an opportunity 

to help one gentleman who was having trouble making a successful start with his mail-ordered package bees. 
 

See you at the June meeng 
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 HONEY QUEEN  REPORT   byVi Bourns           
 

 

Hello East Texas Beekeepers!  I hope you are all doing well and I can’t wait to see you all again!  I missed 

you all so much when I could not a�end our meeng last month.  

This month Hayden and I have yet again been busy bees.  On May 11
th

, Hayden and I went to Higgins 

Elementary and we talked to all the 4
th

 graders about honey bees at their annual 4
th

 grade roundup.  We 

did this event together last year as well and, as usual, we had a blast! The children were all very a�enve 

and they were absolutely fascinated by the observaon hive!  
 

Also, on May 17
th

, we went to Tyler and talked to a group of Homeschool parents and children of all   

ages.  This presentaon was a li�le tricky due to the fact that we were talking to very small children and adults at the 

same me.  But it turned out wonderfully and the children as well as the parents learned a lot!  They all had some great  

quesons!  

On May 18
th

 Hayden and I went to Dixie Elementary and again talked about honeybees to children ranging from 1
st 

- 5
th

 

grade for their science day.  Once again, they were fascinated by the bees, but the li�le ones 

seemed to find the smoker most fascinang of all!  We let them handle the smoker and pump it. 

They loved this!! (Even though they protested that the smoker smelled really bad!)   

The next event for us is the annual TBA Summer Clinic on June 9
th

.  I hope many of you will come 

to this event!!  It is a great me to fellowship with other beekeepers around the state, ask many 

beekeeping quesons, and of course, as beekeepers are involved, there is always great food as 

well!  Hope to see you there!                        ~Bekah 

 Hello beekeepers!  I hope you’ve had a wonderful month and that your bees are bringing in lots of     

nectar!  I’m excited to share with you about this month’s presentaons!  On May 11
th

 Bekah and I       

traveled to Higgins Elementary School in Whitehouse for 4
th

 grade “Roundup Day”.  We spoke to a total 

of 200 kids in groups of 20.  The kids crowded around the observaon hive and had lots of quesons.  

One of the teachers told us about an old student she ran into.  Guess what they remembered about 4
th

 

grade?  Roundup Day, honey scks and the observaon hive!  
 

Our next presentaon was to a group of homeschoolers on the 17
th

 at Texas Parks and Wildlife.  We 

spoke to 65 parents and children (Pre-K – High School)  and there was a lot of interest in beekeeping!  Mr. Counts gave 

an informave PowerPoint on the honeybee a2er which Bekah and I gave our regular talks, answered many quesons 

and took them to see the observaon hive. 
 

On May 18
th

, we talked to 140 Pre-K – 5
th

 Grade students from Dixie Elementary for their Science Day.  Bekah explained 

the three bees, and I told them about the importance of pollinaon and how bees make honey.  We had lots of me to 

answer quesons and look closely at the bees and beekeeping equipment.  
 

On the 26
th

, I traveled to the Mineola Nature Preserve to parcipate in  Nature Fest.  The preserve 

has an on-site observaon hive, courtesy of ETBA, so that visitors can learn about and see the bees.  I 

was grateful to be able to work with Mr. & Mrs. Eudy, Mr. Counts and Mrs. Harmon as we talked with 

many people who had li�le to no understanding of 

the honeybee.  A2er talking to a fascinated 8 year old, 

he told me “When I grow up, I want to be a beekeep-

er!” He made me feel that it was a successful day.   
 

                                          ~Hayden  

It seems we have once again jumped straight into summer; only this year our prayers for rain have been answered and 

the nectar is flowing.  Just pray it keeps coming.  Hope you will have honey to extract - just remember to leave some for 

the babies!  

 I have nothing but praise for the three young ladies I have been fortunate to work with.  Let me also share thanks to 

Gail Makalip, Gloria Harmon, Linda Pelham, and Brenda Claire for their willingness to help me.  I feel we are all one 

family and blessed to have each other striving toward one common goal - educang people about the honey bee. 
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President’s Letter  by Gus Wolf 

 

Spring was harsh on my hives.  I lost a few mostly to wax moths and hive beetles.  I’m down to three full 

hives and two nucs.  Parasite control is next on the agenda to learn.  I’ve also learned that I didn’t lose hives 

to these two pests.  The hives were weakened to the point where the moths and beetles were able to take advantage 

and take over.   
 

Shortly a2er the last meeng our club Vice President, Mike Rappazzo, called and asked me if I was interested in        

removing a hive from the walls of a house that was slated for demolion.  I have never done a removal before and  

figured that this is just the kind of structure that would make a good “first job.”  There was one small problem.  I have 

no bee vacuum.  I said “yes” anyway and figured that I could whip one up in a week or so. 
 

I began the mad rush looking on the internet for plans for a vacuum that would be light and easy to construct.  Dick 

Counts has a compact vacuum, but it must have been made by a professional sheet metal worker – something I am 

not.  Almost all plans I found are for the “box within a box” configuraon that strike me as pre�y heavy.  Eventually I 

stumbled on some pictures of a box made from a hive body and half a super.  The more I looked at it the more I liked 

it.  A2er some hurried email correspondence with the creator, I had everything I needed to replicate his Vac.  Here is 

his website:  h�p://honeybeeremoval.com/BeeVac.htm.  I would not doubt that someone in the club knows Robert!  It 

took me about a week, but I fabricated a rusc version of his vac. 
 

Two weeks ago Saturday, Mike, my son Graeme and I went to the house.  It had already been parally bulldozed.  

Demolion stopped when the contractor made it to two beehives that were in the wall.  The bees promptly claimed 

their right and the builder gladly relinquished. 
 

We scoped out the two hives and picked the easy one to remove first.  While being close to the hive entrance and   

observing their coming and going, Graeme remarked, “They seem pre�y docile.”  Famous last words. A chainsaw and 

reciprocang saw tearing into the siding to expose the hive changed their demeanor from docile to disagreeable.  My 

black shop vac seemed to be under parcular a�ack, but I was not immune either.  I was only wearing a jacket and not 

a full suit.  Graeme had the suit.  The bees soon found my Achilles heel and started snging the inside of my legs.  It’s 

amazing how they can sng right through denim.  Graeme laughed at me and pointed out that my legs were covered  

in bees.  A liberal dousing with smoke seemed to take care of them but 

a2er a few sngs it felt more of an annoyance.  It’s those inial sngs that 

are “fearsome.”   
 

The homebuilt vac worked flawlessly, but I was unsure how much vacuum 

to use.  I need to use much less as fully two thirds of the bees had died by 

the me we got home.  It could be that I also tried to get too many  into 

the box and they overheated.  The hive was in between two wall studs 

and about six feet tall.  Lots of bees and lots of comb.  It took about an 

hour and a half and it was a real learning experience.  Things I learned:     

1. Wear a full suit when doing a removal;  2. Don’t be impaent when  

vacuuming up bees;  3. Don’t pack too many bees into a vac;  4. Honey on 

your gloves is really messy.   
 

During the week the other hive absconded.  I guess they saw what happened and decided it was be�er to leave than to 

be evicted.  I added the surviving bees I vacuumed up to an exisng hive that needed some reinforcements.  Next on 

the construcon list is to make a solar wax melter and the vac that uses a gas-powered leaf blower for vacuum when 

electricity is not available.  We have an acquaintance that has a hive in a barn wall that needs to be removed.  I’ll let 

you know how it goes! 

June is Auction / Raffle Month 
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                                     The Bee’s Legs 

Hello, everyone!  This month I will connue summarizing and commenng 

on Dr. Roger Hoopingarner’s arcles on bee anatomy.  Last month, I 

looked at bee wings and flight.  You may recall from that arcle that the 

thorax is mostly made up of muscles.  These muscles not only assist the 

wings, but also control another source of locomoon in the honey bee – 

the legs. 
 

Honey bees have six legs, one pair for each of their three body segments.  These legs are jointed and composed of five 

segments each, which, starng with segments closest to the body, are the coxa, trochanter, femur, bia, and tarsus. 
 

Almost all beekeepers know the funcon of the hind legs – to collect pollen.  The hind legs perform this funcon      

especially well because the bia and basal tarsus are specially shaped to store and carry pollen back to the hive.  This 

secon of the bee’s hind leg is called the pollen basket or corbicula. 
 

In order to effecvely trap pollen, numerous setae [ny, branched hairs] cover the bia.  Near the base of the tarsus, 

several rows of spines form a comb that the bee uses to brush her body and gather the pollen.  She then presses her 

hind legs together underneath her body and rubs them to shove the pollen up through a curved part of the basal     

tarsus and into the pollen baskets.  This curved part of the basal tarsus is o2en called the “pollen press” or auricle,   

because it compacts the pollen.  As the honey bee flies from flower to flower, collecng pollen, she will repeat this  

process as necessary.  
 

Aside from the pollen baskets on the forelegs, honey bees also have grooves on their forelegs for cleaning their        

antennae.  These grooves are found on the basal tarsus and are shaped like a semi-circle with a hinged flap. Inside the 

semi-circle are numerous setae.  Once an antenna is placed in the semi-circle, the flap folds down over it to close the 

circle.  The bee then pulls her antenna through this hole, in effect, 

brushing it.  Honey bees o2en clean their antennae before leaving on 

a foraging flight or whenever pollen grains cover the antennae.  By 

removing debris on the antennae, the bee frees her sensory pores of 

any ma�er that may clog them and cloud their ability to aid the bee in  

locang flowers and detecng hive odors.  Thus the antennae cleaners 

are very important to bee life. 
 

Despite these special adapons that differenate the fore and hind 

legs, all six legs have several things in common, including what some 

would call the bee’s “foot”.  The tarsus, the last part on a bee’s leg, is 

divided into five segments, including the two claws and arolium, or 

pad.  When a bee lands on a surface, the claws move backward and 

towards the inside of the tarsus, as if scooping something, while the 

arolium twists 90 degrees and pushes forward, away from the tarsus, 

to lie flat.  These parts operate this way in order to help the bee maintain a solid grip.  The claws dig into so2 surfaces 

and anchor the bee, while the arolium’s flat, scky pad adheres to harder, smoother surfaces that claws cannot grip. 
 

Besides collecng pollen, cleaning antennae, gripping surfaces, and providing locomoon, the legs of a bee have one 

more funcon – moving and molding wax scales.  Worker bees possess four pairs of wax glands on the underneath of 

their abdomens.  When a worker needs to build or repair comb, she balances on her middle legs and on one of her 

back legs while using the pollen comb on her other back leg to hook a scale of wax.  Then she transfers the wax scale  

to her mandibles and uses her two forelegs to knead the wax and adhere it to a surface. 
 

All in all, the honey bee’s legs play important roles in everyday tasks.  They effecvely trap pollen, clean antennae, grip 

surfaces, and even transport wax!  Truly the legs of a bee tesfy to the amazing complexity of with which God designed 

them.                                                           ~Martha 

Photo from Dr. Hoopingarner’s 

article 
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Practical Experiences in the Beeyard  by Stan Brantley 
 

June can be just like Christmas when we remove the cover from a super on a healthy, producve hive.  

There may be no paper wrapping to tear away but we can have that same feeling of joy or disappointment 

when we look inside and see what the package contains.  Joy abounds when we find the beauful white 

cappings extending out from under the 9 or 10 top bars in the super and know that it is full of sweet honey.  Or        

disappointment when the foundaon looks just like it did when we put he super on back in March -- no honey, few 

bees, and no work being done! 
 

The Queen Excluder is designed to keep the queen in the brood chamber so she will not lay eggs in with the honey.  

However, somemes the worker bees seem reluctant to pass through the excluder and start working in the super.  

There are a couple of tricks you can do to get the workers to move up into the excluder.  One trick is to remove the 

excluder for a few days, giving the workers unhindered access to the super.  Once they start drawing comb or filling 

cells with honey, you can put reinstall the excluder and they will connue to pass through it.  Another trick is to turn 

the excluder 90 degrees from its normal posion and aligned with the 

back of the hive.  The sides of the excluder will hang over the edge of the 

box and there will be a gap of about 4 inches in the front of the hive.  

Workers will go through the gap and start working in the super.  The ad-

vantage of this method is that the queen is less likely to move up into the 

super.  A2er works starts in the super, turn the excluder to it normal posi-

on.  One thing to think about – before you put the excluder in properly, 

make sure the queen is down in the brood box.  You do not want to leave 

her trapped in the super on top of the excluder.  A2er the excluder has 

been installed properly for about 10 days, check the super frames to see if 

any eggs were layed in them.  If so, you may need to delay extracng long enough for any brood to hatch. 
 

Chinese Tallow began blooming around Jefferson on May 4
th

, about 20 days early.  Golden Raintree flowers are sll 

being worked since opening about May 8.  Sumac along the highway has beauful light green heads that will soon 

flower.  Look around your area and see what is blooming! 
 

Soon it will be me to start removing supers and extracng honey.  At the June meeng, I will share a trick that will 

eliminate a lot of the scky mess caused by honey dripping from the bo�oms of the supers you are transporng. 
 

I will be at the meeng early.  Look for me in the Queson Corner, 6:00 to 6:30 before the meeng.  If you have    

quesons, I will try to answer them.  See you there. 

In the Apiary with Mike Rappazzo 
 

Should beekeepers be feeding right now?  Our flow in East Texas has been poor from what I am hearing  

and from my personal observaons.  However, most hives I have seen appear to have a good amount of 

stores.  Some hives have put plenty of stores in the brood chamber but none in the honey supers.  Most of 

these hives should have plenty to get through whatever dearth we have right now but not enough to get them 

through a hot and dry summer.  
 

I would suggest feeding a2er the mimosa trees stop blooming.  That is generally when the flow here ends.  It is also a 

good me to pull supers.  Begin weekly feeding of 1 to 1 sugar syrup.  In a typical summer, expect to feed 1 to 2       

gallons per hive over the next several months. 
 

As always, when to do anything to the hive depends on each individual hive.  If a hive is low on stores, you may need 

to start feeding right away.  When in doubt, err on the side of feeding too much, too early.  Remember - our summers 

are worse than our winters!!!! 
 

One word of cauon – If you are going to extract honey, do not start feeding unl you pull the supers!!!! 
 

Just a note for future acvies - Dr Larry Connor is planning another workshop here towards the end of October.           

I will keep you posted as this develops. 
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The Bees are Here! 

 

Dick Counts and Robert Ma�hews preparing to unload   

a trailor full of hives for the students of our 2012            

Beginners Beekeeping Class.  

 

One of our largest classes ever,  this years students     

reflected the mix of ages and interests that we see in our 

public educaon events. 

Mineola Nature Fest 
 

The Observaon Hive at the Mineola Nature Center 

a�racts a lot of interest from adults and children.  It is    

located about a quarter mile from the other booths and is 

a hot walk.  Somemes, hot and sweaty visitors are 

a�racted by the shade almost as much as by the bees! 

Longview High School students learning about 

bees at the Forest Awareness Day sponsored 

by Eastman.  The gathering is at the site of the 

Eastman Observaon Hive. 

Princess-In-Waing Martha Jeske making a presentaon       

at the Blue Moon Nursery in Edom 


