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June Report by Dick Counts
We had about 90 members and guests at our May meeting. Thank you for your participation. I always enjoy
seeing a room full of interested beekeepers.
For the past year, Barbara Farguson has been the Chairperson of our Honey Queen and Ambassador program.
I want to say a special “Thanks” to Barbara for all of the time and work she put into making that program a
success. She cheerfully gave many hours of her time to supporting and developing our Ambassadors.
I also want to thank Brittany Miller helping me with the presentations for our corporate sponsor Eastman and
at the Whitehouse Roundup Days. Brittany responded above and beyond the call of duty to assist me in those
large group presentations. I do believe we had over 400 visitors at the Whitehouse Roundup Days program.
With the school year winding down, I have only two more presentations scheduled before the summer break.
I will be at Griffin and Jones elementary schools next week.
All of the bees we ordered this spring have been received and passed along to their new homes. I am not
aware of any sources available to purchase more bees at this time.
I do have some woodenware available. We try to buy in bulk to get the best prices. If you need equipment,
check with me before you order from a supplier. If we have what you need, it will probably be less expensive
than what you will have to pay to order and either ship or drive to pick up.
Don’t forget the TBA Summer Clinic in Arlington on Saturday, June 10th. It will be an educational and
informative day – TBA has worked hard to make the Summer Clinic a worthwhile venture. Arlington is close
enough that you can drive over, enjoy the clinic, and be home before dark. For more information, see the
TBA website at www.texasbeekeepers.org. See you there.
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HONEY QUEEN REPORT by Barbara Farguson
Hello everyone, I trust that your bees are strong and healthy. May has brought addional requests for us to extend our
knowledge of the honeybee. So much, that our past Honey Queen Bri;any provided addional assistance this month.
In the last few days alone, Bri;any has reached 360 third grade students. Thank you Bri;any, for your connued support teaching about the honey bee. Both Ambassadors Jacob and Peter each taught students about beekeeping as a
career during “Career Day” at two Tyler schools this week. Our mission to teach the public about the honeybee is only
possible because of contribuons from you our members. Member support and connued commitment to our club
allowed us to raise $1,513.00 for our live aucon items last month.
I want to express our gratude for the generous contribuons we received from so many of our members, donors and
bidders alike. Please don’t underesmate the impact your support makes to our club. All contribuons are important,
whether made through ﬁnancial, volunteer, or other methods, such as helping to put chairs out and then put away, or
helping with the drinks, snack and cleanup. The success of our club is the result of support and commitment from each
of you and we are deeply grateful for your parcipaon each month.
Don’t forget about the TBA Summer Clinic Saturday, June 10th being held at University of Texas at Arlington, Texas.
These clinics always oﬀer lots of informave informaon. Also, don’t forget that if you’re a member of TBA, your
membership oﬀers a discount on Summer Clinic Registraon fees. Early registraon always saves on the purchase
price too. I hope to see you there and I will certainly see you at our June club meeng. BEE safe, and may the results
~Barbara
of your upcoming harvest be golden.
Hello Everyone! I hope you have had a producve honey ﬂow so far. Today my arcle is about Top Bar
Hives. Many beekeepers I know have tried it, but I sll didn't know very much about this method of
beekeeping, and since I am going to Africa, where they do have mainly top bar hives, I decided to do
some research and learn more about it.
Beekeeping is a very popular hobby, as I'm sure we all can agree on. However, it is also fairly expensive,
generally cosng $400 to get started with the Langstroth method. Top bar hives though, are generally
inexpensive, and easy to build. This provides all of the beneﬁts of beekeeping like pollinaon and honey,
at a very economical price. It is also all natural; as you let the bees build their own comb. This is a big plus for people
concerned with the possibility of chemicals in the plasc or wax foundaon that are generally used in Langstroth Hives.
Generally a Top Bar Hive consists of a simple wooden box, usually three feet long, with wooden slats (bars) over the
top. These bars are where the bees will build their wax. Some models have a roof, but there are others that use the
slats as a roof. One of the biggest draws of this method is the openness of design. The box can be as ornamental and
fancy, or plain as you want, though my favorite was one where there was a door along the side, turning it into an
observaon hive.
Keeping a top bar hive is a way for beekeepers to keep the bees as naturally as possible. One way that this helps is
with the frames. Bees naturally build comb in deep, catenary curves (the shape made by a chain or rope suspended by
its ends). But the use of preformed foundaon inside rectangular frames causes the bees to build frames out in what
seems to them an un-natural form. Bees prefer to modify the size of the cells for their needs, and this is diﬃcult in
Langstroth hives since the foundaon usually has preformed cell shape. Honey bees o5en expand faster in Top Bar
Hives than in a Langstroth hive.
However, as with everything, there are also disadvantages to keeping top bar hives. One of the biggest disadvantages
of having top bar hives is the lack of reusable, versale equipment. With Langstroth hives, the hives are expandable
and the equipment is reusable. This means that it is easier to prevent swarming, and the frames usually last more than
one season. In a top bar hive the wax must be crushed to extract the honey. This not only is more work since it requires
extra crushing, ﬁltering and srring, but it wastes resources.
While I am intrigued by this style of beekeeping, I don’t think I will convert to top bar hives any me soon. It is a totally
diﬀerent style of beekeeping than what I am accustomed to. I will be interested in seeing these hives in Africa, and
maybe working a few as well.
~Jacob

June 1, 2017

‹ }âáà à{x ytvàá

Page 3

Hey everyone, it’s Peter Cole the 2017 ETBA Junior Ambassador, and since the honey ﬂow is in full swing, this month I
decided to dive into the details of honey. How the Bees Make Honey, Diﬀerent Ways Beekeepers Get Honey, and
some Medical Beneﬁts of Honey.
Most people know that honey bees make honey using nectar, but they don’t know the speciﬁcs of how they do this.
Honey Bees have many diﬀerent jobs; one of them is as a foraging bee. A forager bee’s main job is to collect pollen and
nectar, some of which the bee eats immediately to sustain itself, but the majority is taken back to the hive for storage.
While the bees are foraging, they store the nectar that they collect in a special organ called the honey stomach.
When the forager bee gets to the hive, she hands her load of nectar to a receiving bee, which then puts it in her honey
stomach. While it is in the bee’s honey stomach, the nectar mixes with specialized enzymes, and a5er about 20
minutes, it transforms into honey and is then ready for storage and dehydraon. When the bees put the honey in the
cells it is about 20% water. The next step is when the bees will come to the uncapped cells, and fan their wings.
The fanning allows air to circulate through the hive and dehydrates the honey. Once the honey is about 18% water, the
bees cap it with beeswax for long-term storage, keeping it from rehydrang or fermenng.
Langstroth hives and Top-bar hives are the two primary styles of beekeeping. Each style has its own way of extracng
the honey. The Langstroth style of beekeeping is the most common way in which the bees build their wax in frames of
wood and then store honey in the wax. The frames of wood make it easier for the beekeeper to extract, by cuNng oﬀ
the capping and puNng the frame in an extractor. The extractor spins the frames and uses centrifugal force to draw
the honey out. Once the honey is out, the beekeeper can then put the empty frames back in the hive they came from.
This process preserves the majority of the wax on the frames, which is the most valuable resource in the hive.
The Top-bar style of beekeeping is more natural, the beekeeper allows the bees to make their own comb, without the
frame, just a top bar they use to build on. This makes extracng harder for the beekeepers though. Since there is no
frame to strengthen the comb, an extractor cannot be used. Instead, beekeepers cut the comb, put the wax in a bucket
with holes on the bo;om, crush the comb to pop the capping, and let the honey drain out of the bucket into a bucket
underneath. This method destroys the comb making it impossible for it to go back into the hive, thus making the bees
restart.
The use of honey as a treatment for wounds, burns, and other infecons, has been recorded in historical Egypan
documents pre-dang 2000 BC. A book published in 2002 determined that honey’s an-microbial eﬀecveness comes
from four properes found in diﬀerent honey varietals, but these properes are not found in every varietal of honey to
the same degree, here are the three most common; the ﬁrst thing is that honey has hydrophilic properes which draw
water into it. When honey is in contact with other ssues, the honey draws the water out of the cells and kills them.
Next, honey has a very acidic pH with an average pH level across all varietals of honey being lower than 4.0. This low
pH inhibits the growth of many bacteria. Third, under certain condions honey can generate hydrogen peroxide.
Hydrogen peroxide has been used as a disinfectant for decades, but since it is unstable in the presence of light and air,
it is hard to store and ulize, also in large concentraons it is toxic to humans. Honey solves this by allowing an easy
way to give hydrogen peroxide in non-toxic amounts. One enzyme that the bees allow to mix with honey is glucose
oxidase. This enzyme breaks down the glucose in the honey into hydrogen peroxide and gluconic acid. However, this
enzyme only becomes acve in a pH level of 5.5 and a sodium content of 2,300 ppm. The sodium content of pure
honey is only about 20 to 40 ppm. When honey is applied to a wound, burn, or infected area, the honey draws out the
moisture killing the infected cells. As the liquid from the cells dilutes the honey it raises the pH and
sodium content acvang the glucose oxidase, which breaks down the glucose into small amounts of
hydrogen peroxide which are delivered right to the infected area. Not all honey has the ability to make
hydrogen peroxide; some honeys have an enzyme called Catalase. This enzyme nulliﬁes the eﬀect of
glucose oxidase. Honey is an interesng liquid. Not only does honey have an amazing sweet taste, it
also has many healing beneﬁts as well.
~ Peter
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President’s Letter by Matt Thomas
Management Following Honey Flow
Greetings Bee Family ~
The flowers finally started opening up and releasing their nectar. Mother’s day is the unofficial beginning of a
better honey flow. Some of our early nectar was late and some of our late nectar is early. It should end up being
a very interesting honey year. We have had some good rain and that helps. The cool evenings, days and nights
slow down honey production. Hopefully, the season will be extended to help
the bees recover. We manage our bees so they can put on a little honey every
year. I don’t mind the honey but love the bee keeping component more. I’m
always thinking of how I can help my honey bee population increase. As you know, without
strong populations it’s hard to do anything related to beekeeping. For instance, our spring
queens slowed down their laying because the nectar flow slowed down to a tiny trickle.
If they are not in a good flow, bees can’t build wax which translates into less space for the
queen to lay. Normally, if you make splits in early March the bees will be ready for a second
box by the first week of April. By the first week of May your second deep is full of brood
and honey. Your hive is ready for an excluder and supers. This year, the second deep, in most colonies, isn’t full yet.
Some years are better for nectar. Some years are terrible. This year we will probably land somewhere in-between.
It will turn out ok. The health of your colony/ies is your objective. Let me go over, real briefly, some tips to manage your bee
hives following honey flow.
June – Hopefully honey flow will be extended to end of the month. Make sure your honey is capped. It might be a good time to
re-queen while drone populations are good.
July – Pull Honey & Extract — Put supers back on for bees to clean up or store them after extraction.
July – Treat your Bees for Varoa Mites. Remember, most mite populations will surpass healthy ratios quickly once honey flow
is over. The viral loads will reach high levels and sickly bees will vacate the superorganism and then the colony
will eventually collapse. Look for deformed wings and mites crawling around on bees. The goal is to knock
down mite levels at the time when your queens begin shutting down brood rearing.
Mites require brood rearing facilities in order to mate and multiply. Between your preferred treatment and less
facilities to produce, mite levels drop off considerably. Splitting in the spring and breaking the brood cycle of
the queen will also be helpful in your mite management.
July – If you have taken the bulk of the honey from your colony, you need to feed them or they will starve. Feeding bees also
stimulates the queen to continue laying. DON’T OVERFEED or the colony will be honey bound and the queen won’t have a
place to lay. Like everything else in life you have to strike a balance. Remember your goal — Big Clusters for the winter.
August – Check on them and see if they have stores and look healthy. See how much brood the queen has. Remember — Most
Important — Fall flow may start up at the end of August or early September, but most of the time it is September/October.
Queens will reboot for a short cycle. The colony may put on several pounds of honey. Make sure they have room. The goal is
to go into winter with 6 or 7 deep frames of feed/honey. As September/October gets closer, start counting the number of honey
frames you have in the top box just to be sure they have enough to make it through winter. You can winter your bees however
you wish. I prefer to winter with 2 deeps.
Remember, your managing your bee hive, not for honey, but for health and population. Honey making will be the good result of
you keeping healthy and robust colonies. When you come out of winter your bees will be incredibly large in population. Hope
you have a great honey season. ~ Ma;

Bee Biz by Bridgette Thomasson
Did you know we now have a Facebook page? Please like and/or follow us. You can ﬁnd us by searching for

"East Texas Beekeeping Associa"on" or follow the link #.me/EastTexasBeekeepingAssocia"on.
Please feel free to share what is going on in your bee yard or ask quesons. As we no longer have the forum, this is a perfect
place for us to share beekeeping informaon with one another. Invite your friends and neighbors to like us too!
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Practical Experiences in the Beeyard by Stan Brantley
I cannot tell you what to expect in June 2017. In most areas of East Texas, vegetaon bloomed earlier
than usual this spring. Several beekeepers told me that the usually great nectar producon from the
privet hedge did not happen this year. The privet hedge seemed to bloom one limb at a me.
In the Jeﬀerson area, the Chinese Tallow began to bloom around the 13th of May. I hope the predicted
wet weather will cause the blooms to connue to produce nectar for a longer duraon. For many bee
keepers, Tallow represents a large poron of their honey harvest.
If things are anywhere close to normal and your bees found a good nectar ﬂow, by the la;er part of June
you should be able to start extracng honey. Here are some things to consider:
Make sure the honey is capped and ready to be harvested. Uncapped honey o5en has too high of a moisture content
and will ferment in the bo;le. If the bees have done their job, the moisture content should be down to about 18% and
the cells covered with beauful white cappings. The general rule of a beekeepers thumb is that honey is ready to
extract if at least 80 per cent of the cells are capped. If the frame is not solidly capped, if possible, leave the frame in
the hive for another month to see if the bees are going to connue to dry the honey and cap the cells.
If you have frames that are not well capped but you prefer to extract them now, there is a simple ﬁeld test that will give
you an idea if it is safe to harvest the frame. Take the frame out of the super, grasp the end bars with the frame turned
upside down (top bar facing down), and give it a quick jerk downward. If the honey rains out of the frame, it is then
considered to be too wet to extract and will probably ferment in the bo;le.
Let’s talk about extractors and extracng. There are two types of extractors, Radial and Tangenal. Radial extractors
cost more, hold more frames, and extract both sides of a frame at the same me. Commercial radial extractors can
extract sixty to a hundred frames per load. Some hobbyist beekeepers use the smaller, hand-cranked six to nine frame
radial extractors that cost $500-700 dollars.
Many hobbyist beekeepers use the less expensive two to four frame Tangenal Extractors. They are smaller, less
expensive, and easier to move and store. Tangenal Extractors extract honey from only one side of the frame at a me.
The frame must be turned over and honey extracted from the other side. In other words, each frame goes through the
extractor twice. When loading the tangenal extractor, insert the frames to lead with the bo;om bar when the basket
spins. Why?? Remember the cells are built with an upward slope toward the top bar of about eight degrees. Leading
with the frame’s bo;om bar allows the honey to ﬂow up and out of the cells.
The best technique for extracng with a Tangenal Extractor is to insert the frames and spin unl about half of the
honey is extracted from the ﬁrst side. Reverse the frames, then, extract all of the honey from the opposite side.
Reverse the frames again and ﬁnish spinning out the remaining honey on the inial side. Inially extracng only half the
honey on the ﬁrst side helps keep the extractor from geNng out of balance and wobbling around.
Important, while extracng, do not let the honey level rise above the pivot point or bearing that the spindle spins on.
Open the gate on the extractor and let the honey ﬂow into your catch bucket as you connue to uncap and spin out
your harvest.
Allow the honey to sit in your container for at least a couple of days before bo;ling. This is not absolutely necessary but
will make your honey look preNer in the jar. As the honey sits in the bucket, the ny air bubbles trapped in the honey
during the extracon process rise to the top and form a ﬁlm of foam. You can skim oﬀ the foam before bo;ling.
Otherwise you will see the foam form in the tops of your bo;led honey. It is not a problem, just a cosmec detracon.

The Got Questions?
The group will be open 6:00-6:30 before the meeting. Join us if you are a new beekeeper or have some beekeeping questions.
If you have not joined us before, ask someone to point you to the Got Questions? Room. We will try to help you find some answers.
Letter to Eastman Chemical Company from East Texas Arboretum and Botanical Society
Thank you for providing us with our bees every Spring for our Bee Exhibit here at the East Texas Arboretum
and Botanical Society. The Bee Exhibit is a major attraction for our guests each summer. An element of our
mission statement states that we are to educate our visitors and we feel that the bees play a major role in
fulfilling this element. We have summer camps for children ages 5 -12 and they look forward to seeing the
bees from year to year also.
Dick Counts is amazingly passionate about his bees and has reprimanded us a few times about not keeping the
doors closed on our exhibit. We are open to the public 365 days a year, from sun up to sundown, but we try to
monitor it at all times. He has appointed a family to watch over it and they do a great job.
Again, we just want to thank you for your generosity. Organizations and people like you are the reason we are
able to keep our gates open for families to enjoy the outdoors and learn about our environment in beautiful
surroundings all year long.
If you are ever in the area, we would love for any of you to visit !
Sincerely, Carolyn McClure Goodman - ETABS
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JUNE EVENTS IN TEXAS
June 1-4
First Monday Trade Days : Canton
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"Sun-Up Til Sundown, Rain or Shine"

June 2-3
Big Pines Blues Festival (formerly T-Bone Walker Blues Fest):
Maude Cobb Convention and Activity Complex, 100 Grand Blvd., Longview
Info - (https://www.facebook.com/events/1771454336514560)
June 3
Smith Cty. Master Gardener Home Garden Tour : 9am-3pm
1517 W. Front St. , Tyler
June 5-10
Gladewater Rodeo Round-Up : 9am-5pm :
http://gladewaterrodeo.com/
June 10
28th Annual Texas Blueberry Festival :
Downtown Nacogdoches
Info - (http://www.tbf.nacogdoches.org)

June 10
TBA Summer Clinic : Univ. of TX @ Arlington :
Info -www.texasbeekeepers.org
E.H. HEREFORD UNIVERSITY CENTER-300 W. FIRST STREET, ARLINGTON, TX

June 10
Tomato Fest - Jacksonville : Info- (http://www.jacksonvilletexas.com/tomato-fest)
June 14 - Flag Day
June 16 & 30 - Jefferson Flea Market : Jefferson 8am-5pm : 213 W. Broadway St.

