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Beekeepers should be periodically checking their hives for capped honey.  You do not want to run out of space 

for your bees to store honey during the flow.   If your super has eight frames of honey, add another super. 

It is time to start thinking about extracting. Soon, I will be setting up my extraction equipment in preparation for 

club extraction days. ETBA members are invited to use my equipment to extract their honey if they do not own 

or have access to another extractor.  Extraction days can get pretty busy, so we have a few rules to make the  

process work smoothly.  
 

First you must be an ETBA member.  Secondly, you must make an appointment and also tell me how many    

supers you will be bringing to extract.  Please arrive about 15 minutes before your appointment time.  My yard 

has limited space for parking so we try to not to have a large number of members arriving at the same time.      

Be aware that there will be a lot of bees flying all through the yard, so do not bring pets or unattended children.  

Bring a clean, dry wide-mouth container with a lid to collect your honey from the extractor.  A food grade five 

gallon bucket works well.   You can figure on two supers per bucket.   You will fill your individual honey jars at 

home.  Finally, get the bees off your supers before you arrive.  Also have something to cover them or my bees 

will find them. 
 

A couple items of club business:  Our 2019 Beginner Beekeeping class is completed.  All students have their 

bees.  I encourage our new beekeepers to spend some time in the field with their bees and monitor each hive’s 

progress. 
 

All of the ETBA Observation Hives now have bees for the public to enjoy.  A special thanks to the Cole family 

for installing bees in the Athens observation hive.  Also, a special thanks to an unknown beekeeper who installed 

bees and a feeder in the Mineola hive. 

 

Save the date: July’s ETBA meeting will be held on the 2nd Thursday of the month; the 11th 

Our usual Thursday falls on Independence Day—the 4th of July holiday. 



  

2019 Club President ~ Melissa Maeker 
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Welcome to June!  Hopefully, we will get a little less rain and some beautiful days to 
bring on the best honey flow.  I’ve been hampered from working my bees by the rainy 
weather.  I’m so excited to see what my bees are going to produce this year.   I saw 
where one beekeeper has already extracted.  If your honey frames are at least 80% 
capped, you can do that.  Then put the wet supers back on and see if they will fill 
them up again.  
  
 

Thank you for your great participation in last month’s meeting.  I received a lot of positive feedback and it 
is exciting to see new connections being made in our club.  

 

Swarms are still coming.  I’ll have a list prepared for you to sign 
up if you are interested in helping with swarm calls.  It is a great 
way to connect with the community and get free honeybees!   
Also, our new VP; Jim Giles gets calls for bee removal from    
utility boxes quite often, so there is never really a shortage of 
“free bees” this time of the year.  

 

Gary Ferguson shared a great idea with me that I’ve already put into practice.  To keep the swarm from 
leaving the box you just put them in, you can either put a queen excluder between the bottom board and 
the hive box OR you can cut a strip of the queen excluder and tack to entrance.  This will keep the queen 
from leaving and (most of the time) the swarm won’t leave her. You can remove the barrier in a week or 
so; when they have drawn comb.  It is also a good idea to feed them for a few weeks to encourage wax 
building. 
         Happy Beekeeping!  ~ Melissa Maeker 

 

In the News 
 

US EPA Cancels Registration of 12 Neonicotinoid Pesticides  
after Pollinator Legal Battle. 
On Monday, May 20th, the US Environmental Protection Agency announced the 
final notices:.The decision to pull the pesticides from the market was required as 
part of a legal settlement in December 2018 of a successful Center for Food Safety 
case that was litigated from 2013-18 on behalf of a coalition of conservationists 

and beekeepers—over the agency’s failure to protect pollinators, beekeepers, and endangered species 
from these dangerous pesticides.—The second half of the settlement will play out in coming years; EPA 
is required, for the first time ever, to analyze and address the impacts of the entire Neonicotinoid pesticide 
class on endangered species under the Endangered Species Act.  
“.. But the war on toxics continues: We will continue to fight vigilantly to protect our planet, bees, and the 
environment from these and similar dangerous toxins”, says George Kimbrell, CFS Legal Director and 
lead counsel in the case.  https://sustainablepulse.com > posted May 21, 2019 
 

 Neonics are 10,000 times more toxic to bees than any other pesticide. It will take a year before these 

Neonics are not available for purchase, and up to 15 years before they wear off of the existing plants/seeds 

that have been treated at garden shops around the country. In the meantime, you MUST look for the USDA 

ORGANIC LOGO before purchasing.  Some larger garden shops suppliers have labeled which plants were 

treated, but over 80% of other garden suppliers have not. For farmers or retailers with remaining stocks, the 

EPA states that registrants may continue to sell/distribute existing stocks of the products until May 20, 2020, 

one year after the publication of the Cancellation Order in the Federal Register.  After which time, these   

products will be prohibited.   BeeHabitat.com 
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As a general rule, the spring nectar flow ends around the third week of June.  However, the massive 
amounts of rain we received during April and May could contribute to the June flow being extended 
in the first few days of July.   As the flow is winding down, you can start checking your hives to see 
if the bees have stored enough honey for you to extract.  If you do find capped honey, you need to 
make a plan for extracting it.  It is best to do so on a warm sunny day since the warm honey will  
extract and bottle easier.  After extracting, let the honey set in the bucket at least overnight for all 

the air bubbles and any other impurities to rise the surface.  If you take care during the extraction process to not 
allow the honey to fall through the air any further that necessary, there will be less foam on the surface of the 
honey.   Skim away and dispose of the surface film before bottling.  Careful filling of the honey container during 
bottling will also result in fewer bubbles on top of the jar of honey. 
 

If you do not own an extractor, check with your local bee club. Many bee clubs have an extractor that can be 
rented or checked-out for you to extract at home.  Some clubs sponsor group extraction days where you bring 
your frames and use the club’s extractor.  You may also find a beekeeper friend that will let you use theirs.  
However you proceed, make sure to schedule a firm extraction date and pull your frames accordingly.  Do not 
pull your frames and keep them in the garage or storage building for several days.  Moths, beetles and ants may 
find and  invade your frames of honey.  
 

When you pull your frames of honey, be sure to remove the bees from the frames.  My favorite method is to blow 
them off the frames with a leaf blower.  Place the super on top of the hive with the frames standing vertically 
and the top bars facing away from you.  Blow from the bottom bar side, blowing the bees out past the top bars. 
There are two types of extractors, tangential and radial.  Tangential extractors are generally smaller, less        
expensive and easier to transport.  Many handle only 2 or 3 frames at a time.  They extract honey from only one 
side of the frame at a time, requiring you to spin the first side, turn the frame over, and then spin the other side.  
When you’re  loading frames into a tangential extractor, make sure the bottom bars lead into the spin direction, 
allowing the  honey to flow up and out of the cells easier.  The general rule is to extract half the honey from the 
first side, flip the frame and extract all of the honey from the second side, then flip the frame back to the original 
position and extract the remaining honey. This process lessens the stress on the combs and helps prevent 
“blowing out” or damaging the comb. 
 

Radial extractors are generally larger and more expensive.  The smaller radial extractors can handle a super of 
frames at a time while industrial size radials handle from 30 to 100+ frames.  Radial extractors remove honey 
from both sides of the frame simultaneously, eliminating the need to flip the frames during the process. 
 

New colonies can be started in June, using purchased queens, queen cells, or by allowing the bees to draw queen 
cells.  For best results, you should plan to feed the new colony and not rely on the diminishing natural forage.  
Despite all of the rain we have had, we will soon be moving into the Texas summer pattern of hot and dry. 
You can also start new colonies by capturing swarms.  Some beekeepers like to replace the swarm queen with a 
new queen.  Here is a technique for removing the old queen.  Place the hive bottom board on the ground.  Place 
a queen excluder on top of the bottom board.  Place the hive body with frames on top of the excluder. Put the 
Outer Cover on.  Shake the swarm on a sheet of cloth or paper on the ground in front of the bottom board. Wait 
until most of the bees have climbed into the hive body.  The queen and drones should be unable to pass the     
excluder and will be left on the bottom board under the hive body. You can capture and cage the old queen or 
dispose of her.  You can now move the hive to its home and add a caged queen.  Be sure to feed at least a gallon 
of sugar syrup so they can happily begin making wax.  Don’t forget to remove the queen excluder from between 
the bottom board and hive body. 
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The Got Questions? 

The group will be open 6:00-6:30 before the meeting. Join us if you are a new beekeeper or have some beekeeping questions.  
If you have not joined us before, ask someone to point you to the Got Questions? Room. We will try to help you find some answers. 

Practical Experiences in the Beeyard  Practical Experiences in the Beeyard  Practical Experiences in the Beeyard  by Stan Brantleyby Stan Brantleyby Stan Brantley   
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…from the Editor 

Mason bees do not produce honey – they collect pollen, whereas   

honeybees collect nectar. A mason bee’s whole body is hairy and    

collects pollen, when they land on a flower, they splash and pollinate 

better.  Additionally, they are always actively looking for pollen,     

making them 3x better pollinators than honeybees.  

One way to give the bees a boost is to provide nest 

sites, known as bee houses. You do not need a bee suit or any special    

               beekeeping equipment. Mason bees only have a range of about 100 meters       

             making them beneficial to you and your close neighbors.   

  They are extremely docile and can be great for kids who want to 
              stand close to the “nest” and watch the bees in action.  

Place your bee house near the garden in early spring & remember; all pollinators need water.  

They will emerge from cocoons. After having been laid as eggs inside reeds or tubes, the eggs 

develop into cocoons before they hatch as bees. They use mortar (clay or mud) to seal the 

eggs in.    Like with honeybees, mites are a  pest of the mason bee, often getting on the mason 

bees and inside their houses and tubes. For this reason you’ll need to clean out the tubes in the Fall before  

over-wintering them. The good news is that Mason bees are less impacted by pesticides or disease. 

For someone who doesn’t know, because of being smaller than  honey bees, and their metallic greenish-blue 

color, they are often mistaken for a common housefly.  Sometimes they 

are blamed for making holes in wood like their cousin the carpenter bee, 

therefore, some would think of them as a nuisance to be killed. In fact, 

mason bees do not make holes, they are not destructive and merely use 

pre-existing holes or narrow hollows.  

It’s sad really how there are so many misconceptions and the shortage of everyday 

knowledge about one of our greatest ecological & agricultural assets, the bees.  
As I continue to study more about this unique bee, my interest grows. I’ve decided to 

become a “small scale” beekeeper of the Orchard Blue and Horned-face Mason Bees.  

No, I won’t have honey to harvest, but instead, something more of what I would like to 

do. It would be good for our planet, and in turn I would be helping any honeybees that may also like to visit my 

bee scape to collect and benefit from the nectar that Mason bees use less of. It may be too late in the season for 

me to begin, but when I do, I will share my Mason Bee experiences with you.           ~ Trish 

Horned-faced 

Is it a Bee?   Many times I’ve heard people who see a wasp or related insect call it a bee. It seems that the 

word “bee” comes to mind first when someone is not familiar or is afraid of getting stung by a flying insect that 

even remotely resembles a bee. 

I recently discovered Mason bees in my workshop.  Mason bees; Osmia lignaria propinqua, also known as Blue 

Orchard Mason bees are a beautiful greenish-blue in color, they do not sting, are quite 

harmless, and are actually very interesting to me. They do not build hives or have large 

colonies with a queen like the honeybee, but rather solitary nesting tubes. They live in 

small holes I had once drilled into the rafters, and I let them come and go as they please.  

Mason bees are nature’s friendliest pollinator and are very effective at 

their work indeed. Just two or three females can pollinate an entire   

mature apple tree. They are native to the Northwest and will also work in cool or rainy  

weather when honeybees are more likely to take the day off. They work faster than honeybees 

and do a better job at spreading pollen around. Orchard Mason bees collect pollen from a 

 wide array of wild plants, but show a strong preference for flowering fruit trees when      

 available. Before honeybees were brought over from Europe, native bees did all of the      

 pollinating here in North America.  

Two mason bee types; 
the Horn-faced bee 

(left) and Blue Orchard 
Bee (right).  
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The June Program………... 
 

 This month our speaker will be Michelle Ann Marie Kerr-Pankonien 

The topic of her presentation will be “Sustainable Beekeeping”  
Michelle owns the Busy Bee Apiary & Apothecary in College Station. She is a Master level beekeeper in the Texas 

Master Beekeeping Program. She is focused on treatment free practices and maintains a natural approach to  

beekeeping, with small apiaries hosted on the land of master naturalists and master gardeners.  

We look forward to the expertise she has to offer!  

Michelle’s website can be found at  http://busybeeapiary.net/  
 

See you there! 

Meagan, Program Director 

F.Y.I.   F.Y.I.   F.Y.I.   F.Y.I.   by Meagan Elzner    

ELZNER FARMS, LLC ~ WE SELL BEES! 
New Summerfield, Texas 

www.elznerfarms.com or elznerfarms@gmail.com 
We offer pure, raw, local honey & bees to our surrounding communities. 

 

~ Meagan and Isaac Elzner ~ 

~ Trish 

Related internet links and videos for the article on page 4 from the editor  ..  

“Is it a Bee?” … a story about the Mason bees and their unique differences from other bees. 

Mason Bee-Haviors by Michael J. Raupp, Ph. D, Professor of Entomology 

http://bugoftheweek.com/blog/2018/4/30/mason-bee-haviors-iosmiai-spp 
 

Building Managable Mason Bee Housing: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mFIpvgKG1-U  
 

Mason bee breaks out: 
https://youtu.be/i-RJ_1nWFV4 
 

Mason bee guards mate: 

https://youtu.be/LSwZuHcOEGU                                                                                                      

Mason bees making pollen cakes:                                                                                                         

https://youtu.be/yWIDO_YEnrg 

Mason bee larva feeding:                                                                                                                      

https://youtu.be/oeLEzWwJenA 

Opening Mason Bee Nesting Straws (Part 1 and 2):                                                                                   
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lL1q5lPXtvQ  and https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CFurg7ZHH7E  
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The TBA Summer Clinic  in Conroe, Texas is this month. It’s a great place to have fun,  

learn, and expand on your beekeeping knowledge and skills. Hope to see you there!  

For tickets & more info, visit https://texasbeekeepers.org/summer-clinic-2019 

LEARN WITH US ABOUT: 

* Getting Started In Beekeeping - Beginner Topics   * Bee Business                                                    

* Interactive Q&A and Panel Discussions                                                                                             

* Hands-On Demonstrations such as Mite Counts, Honey Tasting, and Lotion Making                      

* Keeping Bees Alive    * Proper Hive Management                                                                             

* Research Updates from Dr. Delaplane and TAMU Honey Bee Lab 


