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June Report by Jim Biles

I enjoy talking to new beekeepers about beekeeping. These folks are enthusiastic, inquisitive, and eager to learn about honey
bees. One of the discussions I’ve had with several new beekeepers this spring is about the question of “how big do I go”? In
other words, what is the optimal number of hives?
It goes without saying that the answer to this question is completely individual. Everyone is different and has unique
considerations. For now I’ll exclude the discussion about whether to grow to commercial beekeeping. If this is your question,
it needs to go to the Collins, Elzners, or other beekeepers with commercial experience. I’m better equipped to discuss hobby
and sideliner beekeeping.
Most people intuitively know that more hives require more time and front-end investment. There are other subtle issues
though that come into play. For example, I’ve learned that for me, working with another beekeeper is important to having a
large number of hives. There are a lot of moving parts when any business grows, and beekeeping is no exception. This is
difficult (not impossible) to manage alone. As I grew my hive count, it was also important for me to be honest with myself and
recognize my beekeeping strengths and weaknesses. I don’t have much of a background in science, so beekeeping anatomy
and botany are a couple of areas that challenge me. Woodworking is also not my strong suit. To be clear, I get by in these
areas, but there’s always a risk that I’ll kill a lot of time and/or make mistakes in these areas.
In general, it seems like a good idea to take it slow. Beginning beekeepers would do well to learn the basics before addressing
the question of growth. And visiting with a lot of other beekeepers with different sized operations will help you avoid pitfalls.
Last month I addressed the issue of controlling swarming in your hives. The flip side of this is the opportunity to catch swarms
and increase your hive count. I’ve received more calls this spring about swarms than ever before. Many of these are beyond
my capability, such as bees that have settled into the soffit of a two story building. But if you haven’t collected a swarm that’s
merely hanging from a branch of a tree, you need to experience this!
Please talk to other beekeepers and/or take a look at a couple of educational videos and learn how to do this. You’ll also need
some minimal tools/equipment. I almost always have the essentials on hand so that I can respond quickly when opportunity
knocks: smoker, spray bottle with sugar syrup, bee brush, nuc box with a frame of drawn comb, a ratchet strap, and feeding
jar. Keep these handy…..you never know when you’ll get a call!
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by Meagan Elzner

The June Program…

Be ready to meet your neighbors,
As we plan to organize the seating by town
So we can all meet a bee friend near us!
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by Stan Brantley

The nectar flow will begin to slow by the middle of June. By the last week in June, the
bees will begin to search for that last remaining nectar source to fill out the frames. If
you pay close attention to the frames of capped honey in the super, you may see cells
of capped honey that are not drawn out as far as some of the other cells. These may
be a different color than the adjacent cells that may or may not be capped. Honey
bees will not, as a general rule, mix nectar sources, .i.e., mix different nectars in the
same cell.
The honey bee has been doing her thing for a lot longer than you and me and usually
does a good to excellent job in the process. Most of the honey in the frames in the
Ark-La-Tex area will be capped and ready for extraction by the end of June. If you were observant in late May
and early June, you may have been able to selectively pull fully capped frames, extract them, and return them
to the super to be refilled for a second extraction by early July.
Honey extracted early in the flow season will normally be the lightest and mildest tasting honey. However, this
may not be the honey your customer needs to purchase. Tests have shown that the darker honey has more
antibiotic properties that MAY help reduce allergic flare-ups plaguing many of the population these days.
Frames of honey that are capped with the beautiful white wax cappings we love to see are normally below the
desired 18% water content. There has been some nectar from Tallow trees that can be capped and still be in
the 22% moisture range. If a check of your honey shows a high moisture reading, it may be necessary to run a
dehumidifier (or two) in the honey house before trying to bottle the honey for sale. Some beekeepers I talked
with said they noticed the cappings on frames of Tallow honey look as if the excess moisture in the cell actually
“blew” the cap off the cell. Be aware that this has and can happen. Have a plan ready to put in place if this
situation arises in your extraction process.
Honey frames that are not fully capped should be given the “shake test” before extracting. Hold the frame of
honey by each end bar with the top bar toward the bottom (upside down). Give the frame a sharp shake
downward. If NO honey rains out onto your workbench or your boots, the frame is OK to extract. If the nectar
shakes out, the frame is “not cured” and should be returned to the hive for the bees to complete the drying
and capping process.
One of the first steps in the extraction process is getting the bees off frames you pull for extraction. Smoking
the bees out of the super can give the honey a smoky taste. Brushing bees of the one frame at time is slow and
can make the bees irritated but does work if you have only a few frames to pull. Fume boards can move most
of the bees out of the super. They work best when temperatures are high and it helps to place the board in the
hot sun for several minutes before placing in the super. Special bee escape boards can be placed below the
super but have to be installed the day before you plan to pull frames.
My favorite technique is to use a leaf blower to quickly blow the bees off a super of frames. Stand the super on
end with the frames running vertically. Direct the air stream from the leaf blower through the frames to blow
the bees off the frames. Usually only takes a minute or two to blow all of the bees out. You probably will not
need the full force of the leaf blower, just enough flow to blow the bees off the frames. I prefer to blow from
the top bar side to the bottom bar so the bees will not be hindered by the top bar as they are blown out. Be
careful where you blow the bees so you will not be stepping on them on the ground while you are still working.
Interesting side note: supers of capped honey can be blown free of bees in a couple of minutes. However,
uncapped frames will take longer as the bees want to continue to guard the uncapped honey and fight to keep
from being blown off.

Got Questions?

Question & answer group will meet from 6:00-6:30 before the meeting.
Join us if you are a new beekeeper or just have beekeeping questions?
We’ll try to get you some answers!
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Hello Beekeepers!
I hope everyone is ready for summer because it is here! The weather is warming up and spring is fading
into memory. I survived another springtime as a beekeeper, and like most beekeepers, my mind is already
looking towards next year. Until then I am taking a bit of a break and will not be at the June meeting. I have a
couple of trips planned for June and will see you again for the meeting in July. In the meantime, here are a few
updates for you.
All of our scholarship students have received their bees. Meagan Elzner provided hives for the Dorr family.
Matt Thomas provided hives for the Singler family, and I provided a hive for Craig Robinson. They all have sent
wonderful pictures of their bees and of receiving their hives. They will be giving their first report at the
upcoming meeting, so be sure to say hello to them and ask them some good questions!
Bee Day is coming up soon! Keep Tyler Beautiful will be celebrating the 2nd annual Bee Day in the Rose
Garden on Thursday, June 23rd from 4 – 6 PM at the Tyler Rose Garden. This event will be the culmination of
their week-long celebration of National Pollinator Week and celebrates our favorite pollinator, the honeybee,
according to the city of Tyler website. We hope you can join the ETBA in the celebration of bee day, and come
check out the new observation hive on display in the Rose Garden. It will be lots of fun with activities for the
whole family. There will be bee-themed activities for children, vendors, face painters, local food trucks, and
workshops from local experts from the East Texas Beekeeper’s Association and the Smith County Master
Gardeners.
Meagan Elzner and I also spoke at the Rose Garden recently for the “How to Support Local Pollinators.”
The event was hosted by the Smith County Horticulture Education and Wildlife Conservation Committee.
Meagan brought her observation hive and we spoke on the basics of beekeeping and the benefits of pollination
by honeybees. There was a great turn out, and we were able to give out information about the ETBA and the
benefits of knowing your local beekeepers.
I hope you all have a great June meeting and have a great start to your summertime! Stay cool!

