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East Texas has moved into Spring since our last meeting. Elm trees have almost          

completed their blooming cycle and the Wild Pears are blooming along the roads and 

in the woods.  I have even seen Dandelions popping up in some yards.  Barring some 

late freezing temperatures, all of the spring plants will be soon bursting 

into bloom.    I like to start putting supers on when the first white blooms 

appear in the woods and roadsides.  Doing supers now ensures that my 

hives are ready when the spring honey flows start.   

I am seeing a lot of activity on these warmer days between cold fronts.  

Bees are coming and going from the entrances in a steady stream.   

They are returning with their back legs covered in big pollen balls.  I also see a lot of bees at my bird bath.     

They are collecting water and hauling it back to the hive.  This time of the year, bees use the water to re-liquefy 

congealed or crystalized honey so they can use it for food.   

It is still a good idea to check your hives for stores.  We will have another two 

or three weeks of cold and wet weather being enough to keep the bees in the 

hive.  They will still be depending on stored food to survive these days.  If 

your hives feels light on the two-finger lift, continue to feed sugar syrup and 

pollen substitute until the weather is consistently warm.  There is a lot of 

brood activity going on in your hives right now and the bees will need        

adequate food.  Don’t let them starve just before our spring flow begins. 

Two reminders for you:  First, remember that I will have Boxes, Bottom Board 

and Outer Covers if you need them.  Secondly, if you are a second or third 

year beekeeper, President Matt’s advanced beekeeping classes for the spring 

and summer can help you expand your knowledge and skills.  Check with 

Matt for subject matter and times. 
Elm in bloom 

Wild Pear 

in bloom 



 

Reimagining Beekeeping 
 

I’m delighted every month at our ETBA meeting to see so many new faces and people interested in   

beekeeping.  It has been the goal of the club to have exceptional speakers and educational opportunities 

to help beekeepers learn how to steward their colony/s. We are definitely excited about new interest in beekeeping 

and love our gathering times. Keeping new beekeepers learning and keeping bees alive through the winter is a     

struggle.  Many people buy bees and lose them the same year without a super of honey to show for their investment.  

Many new beekeepers get discouraged and throw in the towel and head for the back door.  There is definitely a   

learning curve in beekeeping to get over. 

 

What we have tried to do is educate people on colony management so losses won’t be so significant and the back door 

won’t be so tempting to walk through.  If you and I become better stewards of the bees, it helps both the environment 

and the table.  While our club meetings and question and answer times are valuable, they are incomplete.  Books, 

YouTube videos and seminars are equally helpful but also incomplete.   

 

Our mission as beekeepers is three fold.  First, Commit to lifelong learning about honey bees and colony/apiary   

management.  Second, adopt the goal that your number one priority is to raise healthy bees. Third, adopt your second 

goal to mentor others to do the same.  When you or I learn the practice of beekeeping and have had success and can 

help others do the same, we will be successful as a club and minimize the exodus out the back door.  If you are in 

need of a good mentor, come ask me and I will recommend a few people. 

   

This will be my final article to you as the president of the ETBA.  I’m stepping down to give someone else an        

opportunity to lead the club.  It has been my joy to lead the meetings, be a presenter and write articles for our       

newsletter.  I have met so many wonderful people and had the privilege of hanging out with them in the bee yard.   

My intention is not to leave the club.  I will still teach classes, present, and mentor people in bee husbandry.  Most of 

you are aware I’m a Methodist pastor and they move us around on occasion.  It may be a move year or may not be.   

In short, thank you for the opportunity to serve as program chair and president over the past 7 years. 

 

Grace and Peace, 

Matt    
 

 
 

 

 

 

 March 7, 2019 

See you there! 

Joe Laws, Program Director 

The March Program is …..  
 

 This month we will be offering a double program.   

The main program with our very own Matt Thomas talking on queen  rearing.   

At the same time in another room, Mr. Brantley will be giving a talk to new keepers  

on vocabulary, hive components and beginning beekeeping. 

 
 

President’s Letter  by Matt Thomas 

F.Y.I.   F.Y.I.   F.Y.I.   F.Y.I.   by Joe Laws    
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THE BEE 

 

Away in the  meadow, 

 Amid the red clover, 

The funniest music 

 Goes over and over; 

 

The  honey-bee singing 

 Her song to the clover, 

The words, they are set 

 To a rhythmical tune, 

A rumble, and  bumble, 

 And 

  zoon! 

   zoon! 

    zoon! 

 

Zoon! goes the honey-bee, over and over, 

Humming her tune to the blooming clover.  

   
      Author unknown 
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The month of March is what you have been waiting for if you are in the world of Honey Bees.        

Mother Nature and Father Time have been having a fling so far in 2019.  We usually say the Wild 

Plums will bloom in March but here at the middle of February we see Bradford Pear, Chinese Magnolia 

Elm, Maple, Henbit, Dandelions and no telling what unseen things in the wooded areas that already is in 

bloom.  I have not yet seen Red Clover, but by the time you read this article it may also be in bloom. 

 

I suggest you continue to feed dry pollen supplement, protein patties and liquid feed for the next month.  Until the 

daytime temperatures stabilize and become consistently warm, many of the early plants will be blooming but        

producing little nectar.   

 

As the weather continues to warm and you can do more detailed hive inspections, you should find large patches of 

capped brood or even several frames of capped brood.  If you see a handful of dead bees on the ground in front of the 

hives, do not be alarmed.  These are most likely the winter bees that have completed their job of carrying the hive 

through the cold period and into Spring.  

 

I do not have too many visitors exit their vehicles in my driveway because there are three hives setting under the edge 

of my car port.  With the widely fluctuating temperatures of late, I get to see a variety of activity at the hives.  Cold 

mornings or days when the temperature hovers in the 40s, you might think no bees even live in those hives.  There is 

just no activity at the landing boards.  However, on warm days, there is too much bee traffic for most people to get 

out of the car.  Most of the activity you see at your hive’s landing board will be bees leaving and entering carrying 

water, pollen or, if you are open feeding, sugar water or pollen substitute.  If you see a flurry of flight near the face of 

the hive, it is mostly likely young bees making their early orientation flights, sometimes called “play flying”.   

 It is probably too early for a swarm to issue forth yet, but this is East Texas and it may happen to a hive that came 

through the winter in excellent shape.  
  

I am often asked about reversing brood boxes on a double brood hive.  In a double brood hive, the bottom box is    

often empty by the end of winter.  The bees have exhausted the bottom box’s stores and moved up into the top brood 

box.  Some beekeepers like to reverse the boxes, putting the empty box on top so the queen has room for upward   

expansion as brood production increases.  However, reversing the boxes should be a decision you make based on the 

situation with the hive and not because someone at the last bee meeting told you to do it.  Be sure to check both boxes 

and determine where the cluster and the queen are located and where she is currently laying eggs.  Queens do not  

always follow the “rules” and may be happy in that bottom box.  In these situations, you may not want to reverse the 

boxes and split the cluster or disturb the queen’s laying pattern. 

 

You should have your honey supers ready to put on your hives.  If not, make it a priority job and get them ready.  

March weather in East Texas can be very unpredictable.  However, our usual last frost date is mid-month, so by    

mid-to-late March, supers should be on your hives.   It is better to be too early than to be too late.  Warmer, more   

stable weather will cause an explosion of nectar producing blooms and the spring flow will start. My rule of thumb is 

to add supers when I start to see white wax on the edges of the top bars. 

 

If you do not have drawn comb in your supers, start with a full set of frames until the bees get the foundation fully 

drawn.  Then you can remove one frame and respace the remaining frames.  More nectar can be stored in evenly 

drawn frames and is more easily extracted than comb the bees have bridged between widely spaced frames.  If you 

had any “dead outs” from the winter, you can clean them up and use the drawn comb in your supers. 
 

 

 March 7, 2019 

 
The Got Questions? 

The group will be open 6:00-6:30 before the meeting. Join us if you are a new beekeeper or have some beekeeping questions.  
If you have not joined us before, ask someone to point you to the Got Questions? Room. We will try to help you find some answers. 

Practical Experiences in the Beeyard  Practical Experiences in the Beeyard  Practical Experiences in the Beeyard  by Stan Brantleyby Stan Brantleyby Stan Brantley   
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…from the Editor 

What Makes Clover Honey Unique? 

Clover honey is bee honey.  
 

At this time of the year, one might associate clover with the superstitions 

about the lucky four leaf clover and St. Patrick’s Day. However, there is 

much more to clover than the luck of the Irish, imaginary leprechauns and 

rainbows leading to pots of gold. This is especially true from the view point 

of beekeepers, honey producers, and honey lovers everywhere. 

Is Clover honey better than other   

varieties of honey?  Not necessarily - -    

Buckwheat honey, in comparison is 

very dark and very pungent with a  

molasses or malty tone to it.            

Generally the darker honeys have  

more antioxidants and higher mineral      

content than the lighter honeys.  

 

Where is Clover honey mostly found? 

The states that have the largest            

production of clover honey are Idaho, 

Montana, North Dakota and South      

Dakota. 

 

What are some other common types  

of honey? And how do they vary? 

 

For the answers, continue to the next 

page ….. 

 
 

 

 

Why is Clover honey so prevalent? It is because, aside from the absolutely sweet, smooth taste of Clover honey, it has 

become a mainstay for honey producers.  Clover honey is the most popular of the more than 300 varieties of honey in the 

U.S.A. and throughout the world - not only because of its mild flavor and sweetness, its versatility, and its abundance, it 

is also an incentive for farmers to plant white or red clover, which benefits beekeepers as well.  
 

Clover, naturally, is a cover crop. This means that farmers plant clover in fields between growing other crops, such as 

corn or wheat. Clover replenishes important nutrients that have been lost in the soil from growing other types of crops. 

Clover is nitrogen fixing, meaning the plants do not need fertilizer to grow.  Clover also prevents soil erosion and is 

drought tolerant. What’s more, the government provides farmers incentives to plant crops in arid fields and in turn,    

beekeepers place their beehives in fields of clover to produce some of the sweetest tasting honey ever. You can imagine 

how happy it makes life for the honeybees too! 

There are a variety of types or flavors of honey that are named after the kind of plants that the honey bees collected    

pollen and nectar from to make that honey. It really does make a difference in the flavor and color. 
 

The main differences between honeys comes down to taste. Clover honey is generally milder in flavor than wildflower. 

Wildflower honey in terms of flavor falls between clover and buckwheat,  and will sometimes tend to have a slightly  

bitter taste. You can also taste floral undertones in wildflower honey; which is not to say that it isn’t as good; it just all 

depends on ones preference, and is one of many tasty varieties that the honey bees make that is determined by the plants, 

trees, and flowers available throughout the year in their foraging area. 
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Continued from page 5 …  
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What are some other common types of honey? And how do they vary? 
 
 

So what are the most common types of honey you will encounter at the market or directly from a beekeeper, and how do you 

know which flavor is right for your purposes? As I mentioned, there are 300+ different varieties but I will touch on the most 

popular ten.  

 
 

♦ Alfalfa -  A very light honey with a mild flavor. It is great for baking/cooking when you don’t want the honey  

flavor to overpower your dish and a good everyday option as well. 
 

♦ Avocado - A dark amber honey with a rich flavor of caramelized molasses. It stands up well to rich desserts like 

dark chocolate and can be a nice sauce for pancakes or waffles. 
 

♦ Blueberry - A light to medium colored honey with a fresh flavor of lemon, fruit, and green leaves. It works great 

on lighter foods like melons, apples, yogurt, pecans and other nuts. 
 

♦ Buckwheat –A dark and flavorful honey with noticeable molasses flavors and a strong presence. It goes well with 

smokier dishes like barbecue sauces or in place of maple syrup. It is excellent drizzled over a grapefruit with    

cinnamon for adding a deep, sweet punch. 
 

♦ Clover – This honey is light to golden in color and is the most well-liked honey in the U.S. for its sweet, flowery 

scent and mild, delicate taste. This is truly an all purpose honey for many cooking and medicinal needs. 
 

♦ Eucalyptus –This is a medium-dark amber honey with a mild sweetness and herbal flavor. It is blends well and  

is good for any herbal tea. 
 

♦ Mesquite –This honey has a varying color from very light to amber. Similar to buckwheat honey, mesquite honey 

has an earthy, strong flavor and is ideal for use in rich dishes like hearty whole grain breads or glazes for meats. 

You can use mesquite honey anywhere you would use brown sugar. 
 

♦ Orange Blossom - One of my personal favorites. It is an extra light amber honey with a distinct scent of orange 

blossoms. It has a flowery, sweet, fruity flavor that works great in with fruits, salad dressings, or marinades for 

fish or chicken. It also goes great with light lemon and vanilla desserts like puddings, custards or ice-cream. 
 

♦ Sage –This honey is a light amber honey with a sweet clover flavor this is floral and delicate. Great with iced 

drinks like teas or lemon water for the perfect amount of sweetness. 
 

♦ Wildflower - Wildflower honey is the way poly-floral honeys are described because their source and flavor is   

undefined. They range in color with a mild floral flavor and are very versatile because they are not generally 

strong in any one plant variety and make for a great everyday table honey that has many uses. Most common  

honey made by feral honeybees. 

 
 

Source site: www.sujajuice.com/blog/guide-to-honey 
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