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Over the past year I have been downsizing the number of hives in my back yard.  At the present,  I have only two 
hives out there.  It has been interesting watching these two hives cope with the weather changes so far this spring.  
Both appear to be strong healthy hives.  Last year, they both produced a lot of honey.  On some of these unusually 
warm days in February, the yard was full of bees.  Lots of activity on the landing board with bees coming and going 
and bringing in loads of early pollen.  Then we will have two or three cold windy days or cold rainy days.  You can 
walk by the hives and not see a bee!  Fluctuating weather like this can be hard on your hive.  The warm days and early 
pollen start to ramp the hive activity, then suddenly the bees are again clustered for the next cold spell, relying on   
internal stores to survive.  Hopefully, you have paid attention and kept your hives fed.  Now it is almost time to add 

supers and be ready for the new honey flow. 

If you are a new beekeeper, expecting your first hive later this spring, or if you are planning on starting a new bee 
yard, it is time to be getting that site ready.  Purchased bees will be arriving in 6- 8 weeks and will need a place to go.  
Your beeyard should be cleaned of weeds and trash and hive stands should be in place and ready for new hives. Take 

care of these tasks now because you will not have time when your bees arrive. 

I have a lot of excess bee equipment stored in my shop.  A lot of this comes from the large volume purchases I would 
make as part of our prior beginning beekeeper classes.  If you need boxes, frames or other hive parts, see me before 

you order from a bee supply house. 

Details:  
• Cost: $100 (box 

lunch included) 
• You can pay Doc Holliday at the meeting, cash or check only 
• All proceeds go the club for the Scholarship Program 
• You need to provide your own protective gear, and bring it to class that day. Students without proper protective 

equipment will not be allowed to work in the bee yard.  
• This class is intended for those who are new to beekeeping or have very limited beekeeping experience. 
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ETBA Beginner Beekeeping Class 
Join us March 28th @ 8:30am-4pm in Whitehouse, Tx. 

 

You Will Learn; * Basic bee biology, * How to check a hive, * Beekeeping equipment, 
* Pests & diseases of the hive, *Yearly overview of bee hive management,                

* Hands on experience 
* We will spend at least 3 hours checking hives 
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March is here and if you are not ready for another beekeeping year, then you will probably 
not catch up.  As a general rule, when the Wild Plum trees begin to bloom, it is time to put 
supers on the hive.  As you open the hive, look for white wax on the top bars and on the 
edges of the drawn comb.  This indicates that the hive is ready to go to work drawing 
comb for storing this year’s nectar. 
 

If you practice reversing brood boxes on your double brood hives, now is the time to inspect the status 
of your hives.  When you open the hive and find all of the bees in the top brood box and six or seven 
frames of brood, you may want to reverse the boxes.  Remove the boxes from the bottom board, and 
set them aside.  Scrape the bottom board clean of any wax capping, dead bees or other debris.   
Set the top brood box on the bottom board and then set the original bottom brood box on top.   
 

When you clean the bottom board, it is not necessary to scrape away the “bee ladders.”  Bee ladders 
are small round clumps of wax scattered at random over the parts of the bottom board.  These 
“ladders” are built by the bees to help gain easy access to the bottom of the frames.  If it were not for 
these ladders, the bees would have to crawl up the hive wall to get to the frames and off load whatever 
they are carrying. 
 

Dr. Jamie Ellis is developing a new website to help beekeepers diagnose what is wrong with a hive. 

TheBeeMD.com uses a picture guided path to diagnose and suggest solutions for common hive  
problems.  The website is currently live but is still in development.  Dr. Ellis is asking for beekeepers to 
send photographs of hive conditions they find.  He uses these photographs to expand the website.   
If you have photographs of problems you have encountered, you can upload them to the website at   
thebeemd.com/about/ 
 

Previously, I wrote about finding an open air hive in a tree on the elementary school campus in  
Jefferson.  Plans were made to remove the hive on a cold day when the bees would be tightly  
clustered and not prone to fly.  On Friday, February 7, in 27 degree weather, the crew of beekeepers 
and a tree service operator assembled and prepared to remove the hive.  We cautioned the tree  
service operator to try and not shake the hive and cause the 
bees to fly.  Our plan was to wrap the hive in plastic drum liners, 
cut the limb, and lower it to the ground. Unfortunately, the bucket 
hit a snag and jarred the limb and angry bees started flying. The 
bucket operator was stung on the face, the only exposed skin in 
the cold air.  Plastic drum liners were placed around the colony.   
 

The operator then cut the limb and lowered it.  We had planned 
to hang the limb over a plastic tub but found the wax extended 
some 30 inches below the limb, making the tub too shallow to 
contain the hive.  We obtained a 55 gallon drum and lowered the 
colony into it, with the limb resting on the edges.  The colony in 
the drum was relocated to the Marshall Beekeepers Apiary.   
 

We removed the plastic bags and tied a tarp over the barrel to 
keep everything dry.  When the weather is warmer and stable, 
we will move the colony into a regular hive configuration. 
 ~ Stan Brantley 

 
The Got Questions? 

The group will be open 6:00-6:30 before the meeting. Join us if you are a new beekeeper or have some beekeeping questions.  
If you have not joined us before, ask someone to point you to the Got Questions? Room. We will try to help you find some answers. 
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ETBA Vice-President; Jim Biles 
 

Hi everyone - 

At the time of writing this, I am on vacation. So just a few random thoughts as we approach the spring. 

 

♦ What’s with all this rain?  More to the point, how will this effect the nectar flow this spring?  The short answer 

is that no one knows.  My view is that unless the weather is completely catastrophic, the beekeeper can influence 

honey build more than the weather.  Focus on being the best beekeeper you can be! 

♦ April is the month ETBA normally elects officers for the year.  There are a number of other opportunities to be 

involved as well.  I encourage you to step in and help out....just talk to any ETBA officer and we can help you 

find a place to serve. 

♦ I was in the beeyard last week and came across a hive that was loaded with hive beetles.  It’s not really the time 

of year I normally see this.  Just goes to show....you can’t take your eye off the ball in beekeeping. 

♦ If you are a new beekeeper and are not enrolled in the March 28th clinic...sign up today.  You won’t find a better 

way to kick start your beekeeping! 

       I look forward to seeing you at the March meeting! 

F.Y.I.   F.Y.I.   F.Y.I.   F.Y.I.   by Meagan Elzner    

The March 2020 Program…… 
 

Our March presentation will be given by Thomasine Sanguedolce, of Api di Volo Apiary.  
The topic will be “Colony Management Using a Taranov Split” 

 

I’ve seen this presentation before and think it is such an excellent way for those with a small apiary to do a split    
without having to move hives, plus it is fun!  Thomasine has been keeping bees for 3 years and is currently managing 
20 colonies in the Reklaw area.  She is currently an Apprentice level Texas Master Beekeeper and working toward        

Advanced level. Thomasine also works as a nurse practitioner to support her bee, plant and animal hobbies. 
 

In addition to Thomasine’s presentation,  

we will begin accepting nominations for board member elections,  
which are held at the April meeting. 

 

In May, we will host our annual Queen/Ambassador program fundraising auction. 
So bee thinking ahead if you would like to donate anything to auction off  

and raise funds for this wonderful program. 

See you there! 

Meagan Elzner, Program Director 
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~ Melissa Maeker 

Club President ~ Melissa Maeker  

Happy Spring! 
 

The most wonderful season of beekeeping is almost upon us!  I am excited to see what the bees will    
accomplish this year!  Keep an eye on your bees.  Depending on the weather and a million other factors, 
your bees could get a slow start or be booming so quick that they swarm on you!  This is the month to be 

checking your hives weekly.  
 

Most beekeepers will be splitting their hives and/or re-queening in March and April.  If you are new to beekeeping, 
find another beekeeper that is splitting and offer to assist.  It would be a great learning experience to work in another 
apiary for a day.  I’ve done this several times and always learn something new/interesting.  When we collaborate, we 
all win…and the bees win too. 
 

As for splitting, there are different methods and you will hear many opinions.  If you are deciding to split for the first 
time, consider the following pros/cons for splitting. Why are you splitting?  Are you trying to get more hives?  Trying 
to prevent swarming?  To split from one hive to two (or even three) will increase the overall number of your hives.  
The cost is that you reduce bees per hive, buy a queen (or resources for the hive to produce a queen), interrupt the 
buildup of population and may lose honey production overall.  Knowing your objective to split will guide your 
choice. 
1) Traditional split with mated queen for new box (and maybe old box, too).   

a. Buying a mated queen and know when you will have her.  Split 1 or 2 days prior to the queen’s arrival.  
Find the original queen so you know what hive she is in.  Introduce your new queen to the queen-less box. 
(Not giving explicit details on process of adding queen-look it up in a bee book).  Some find the old queen 
and kill her and provide a new mated queen for each hive created. 
Pro- mated queen should start laying within a week or two after introduction.  Less interruption to egg-laying 
and buildup of hive for honey flow.  

 Con- Mated queens are $25-35 and up. 
b. Buy a queen cell (virgin queen that will emerge in a few days).  Same process as above.  Wait a few weeks 
before checking box as she needs to emerge, go mate, successfully return and start laying eggs.  Could be 3-4 
weeks before she is established 
Pro- less expensive (around $10) 
Con- she may not make it back to hive from her mating flight.  Several weeks of egg-laying disruption. 
 

2) Walk-a-way split – In this scenario, you evenly divide the resources between the two new hives and (if you can 
find the queen), move that hive body to a new location.  If you can’t find her or don’t want to, then ok.  Let the bees 
sort it out but make sure eggs are available in each hive body.  Provide the split with a frame of eggs and let them 
raise a queen themselves.  This will cost you over 6 weeks in egg laying production but is free.  (Virgin still must fly 
off to mate and successfully return).  Remember that it will take 15 days plus what you have above in queen cell   
scenario.  And you really need to provide them with eggs from a nice queen you like.  (Not the mean hive) 

I’ve tried each with varying degrees of success.  Good luck as you plan your bee year! 

On another note - Dick Counts has asked for the Board to accept his resignation as Executive Director.  He will still 

help as he can and is, as always, a valuable asset to ETBA.  He has worked in bees for over 40 years and is one of the 

founding members of our club.  He has served faithfully and sacrificially and we owe him a debt of gratitude for what 

he has accomplished for bees and our club.  The board of directors has worked with him over the past year to take on 

some of his responsibilities and we are amazed at what all he is doing.  It will take several of us to do what he did.  I 

hope each of you will consider how you can assist the board by volunteering to help.  Jim Biles has agreed to accept 

the nomination for Executive Director.  He has already picked up several of Dick’s responsibilities and I am so  

thankful to Jim for his leadership in this area. I’ve only known Dick for around 6 years but he has been a treasure to 

me.  I feel like I’ve known him my whole life and his impact to my beekeeping cannot be overestimated.  He has 

served as my mentor to learn about bees, educate people about bees, and to serve the club as your President.  I know 

several members have at least one story that you could share about Dick at our next meeting as we honor him for his 

decades of service to ETBA. Please join me in congratulating him on a job well done. And…we will need a new Vice 

President to be elected in April.    Thank you, Dick.  You are amazing and we love you!      All the best,  
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PETA and Beekeeping 
 
After a long weekend spent completing a college scholarship application and essay, I am finally sitting down to write 
my newsletter article.  March is not only one of my favorite times of the year, but also my busiest.  We are fast        
approaching the peak of our 4-H season, with the Henderson Cty. Livestock Show being the pinnacle.  Here in the bee 
yard, I am keeping a close eye on my fast-growing hive, checking food stores often, and handling swarming as needed.    
 

 Recently while conducting research, I came across an intriguing internet post entitled: “7 Reasons Why Buying 
Honey Hurts Bees.”  Naturally, I was curious to investigate these claims about the honey industry.  Not far into the  
article, it became evident to me that these accusations were blatantly untrue.  The following are excerpts from the    
article as posted on PETAKids.com. (Please note: The content of the red text is in the author’s words; I have changed 

nothing.) 

1. Bees used for honey aren’t treated very nicely. 

Just like pigs, cows, chickens, and other animals who are factory-farmed, bees are often treated poorly,    
injured, and forced to live in cramped conditions, and they must endure the stress of being transported. 

When a new queen bee is about to be born, a process called “swarming” occurs, when the old queen and half 
the colony leave their home. They set up in a new place that worker bees have found for them to begin a new colony. 
Since swarming means that less honey will be produced, many beekeepers try to prevent it—often by clipping the  
delicate wings of the new queen or killing and replacing the older queen (1,2,3).  

 Honey bees are social insects, which means they live in relatively large groups.  Once the population of a hive 
becomes too large for their living space, be it a man-made box or in the wild, the bees prepare to swarm.  Swarming is 
a natural process through which honey bees make two smaller colonies from a large one.  In a perfect world, they 
would be able to evacuate half their population with no detrimental effects.  However, Varroa Mites and habitat loss 
has made swarming a huge gamble for honey bees, due to fact that it weakens the colony.  In addition to having a  
higher mortality rate, beekeepers can also lose a large investment of time and money with swarmed hives.  While it is 
true that less honey will be produced, preventing swarms is about protecting the bees.  Giving hives plenty of room to 
grow and splitting strong ones are some ways beekeepers keep swarming to a minimum and increase hive populations 

later in the season, further benefiting honey bees. 

2. Bees are hurt in the process of collecting honey. 

When bee farmers collect honey, they’re often careless and end up tearing off the bees’ sensitive wings and 
legs. Farmers also cut off the queen bee’s wings to make sure that she can’t leave the hive. Can you imagine if  
someone ripped off your arms or legs? Talk about ouch! =( 

Beekeepers try to lose as few bees during extraction as possible.  This is accomplished through gently brushing 
and shaking bees off frames.  Inevitably, some bees will be lost, but with conservative practices, that number will be   

greatly reduced. 

3. Bees are needed in the wild to keep plants growing! 

Plants make nectar to attract pollinators (bees, butterflies, bats, and other mammals). These buzzin’ 
bugs (and mammals) naturally pollinate plants and play a huge role in helping new ones to grow.  If bees are         
imprisoned by the honey industry, how will nature’s plants continue to reproduce?! 

Honey bees are not “imprisoned by the honey industry.”  It’s actually because of domestic hives that many 
crops in the United States get pollinated at all.  Since nectar is the main ingredient in honey, a bees’ natural instinct is 
to collect it.  In this process, honey bees collect pollen as well.  Moving from flower to flower transmits pollen         
between plants, aiding in their reproduction.  While we as beekeepers have given honey bees a place to live and the 
best circumstances to survive, they are still wild creatures and do not strive to please us.  If honey bees are going to do 
what they want, no amount of work on a beekeeper’s part will stop them from accomplishing their goal.  They are not 
imprisoned, and couldn’t be even if we tried.   

 …. Continued on next page 
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4. Honey is for the bees, NOT us! 

Bees need their honey to survive in the winter. It’s made with certain nutrients that they must have, and a   
colony needs around 60 pounds of honey in order to make it through the cold months. Oftentimes, large honey    
businesses will take a hive’s honey and replace it with a cheap sugar substitute that’s not as healthy for the insects. 

Responsible beekeepers leave the proper amount of honey in the hive so the bees will survive the winter and 
extract at a time where the bees will be able to forage more nectar if needed.  While sugar water doesn’t have the same 
nutritional value as honey, there doesn’t appear to be and diverse affects in honey bees.  In addition to this, honey is an 
amazing resource for people.  From aiding in easing seasonal allergies to soothing burns, honey is a gift from the Lord 

to be used in natural healing or for simply enjoying in a cup of tea.  

5. Honey is sold to make money, not to help the bees. 

Bees are overworked just so that large organizations can make money from their honey. That’s like if you 
worked really hard to create something and then someone else stole it from you, sold it, and even kept the money.  
So not cool. 

 

The nature of the honey bee is to make and store honey for the winter and they work very hard to do this.  
However, beekeepers cannot force bees to make honey, they just do.  Honey bees in our area only need 40-50 pounds 
of honey to make it through the cold season.  Strong hives will produce well over 100 pounds of honey during the   
season.  What is extracted and consumed comes from the extra that the honey bees produce.  

 

6. Speaking of hard workers I 

Bees are just that! A single worker bee may visit up to 10,000 flowers in one day. That’s a lot of flowers! But 
even after visiting so many plants, they produce only about one teaspoonful of honey. That goes to show just how 
precious honey is to bees. 

Bees each have a specific job to do, depending on things like their age, whether they’re male or female, and 
the time of year. By interfering, humans can really mess up their system.  

 

 Due to such factors as habitat loss and the use of chemical insecticides, honey bees were once in danger of   
becoming extinct.  However, humans realized just in time the issue we would face in losing these insects.  If it weren’t 
for beekeepers, honey bees would almost have disappeared from our nation.  Through practices such as swarm      
management and mite treatment, honey bees population have risen drastically in the past few decades.  This is not   

interfering, its preservation. 

7. Stealing is wrong. 

We think we can all agree on that. So why is it OK for people to steal bees’ precious honey from them? The 
answer is easy: It’s not! Bees need their honey to live, and we don’t. It’s as simple as that! 

 

 This paragraph contains a logical fallacy called the Emotional Appeal.  Basically, what this type of bad        
reasoning does is force your emotions about one thing onto another.  For example, everyone knows stealing is wrong 
and doesn’t want to do it.  For the author to directly connect beekeeping with stealing isn’t based on any verifiable 
facts, but exists to make you feel a certain way.  This fallacy shows the reader that the author isn’t confident in his   
arguments and is using this as a last resort to sway you to his opinion. 

People have been keeping honey bees since ancient times and they have survived thousands of years because  
of human supervision.  Beekeeping today is much different than it once was.  Varroa mites and the wide-spread use of 
chemical insecticides had severely hindered the bee population, almost signing the death sentence for honey bees in 
the United States.  However, the Lord opened the eyes of men and women around our country to the devastating effect 
losing these creatures would have on our world.  Now, beekeepers from all states have banded together for the    
preservation of the species.  Practicing conservative hive management skills such as mite treatments and swarm     
management has strengthened the population of honey bees everywhere.  By sending hives around the United States,   
thousands of acres of food crops receive pollination each year.  Beekeepers devote their lives to the service and       
protection of these little insects and without them, honey bees would still be in a state of crisis.  Bees play a huge role 
in our every day lives and beekeepers have a large responsibility in giving this species the strongest opportunity to  
survive for generations to come.  By purchasing local honey, you are not harming bees, but helping them.  Through 
your support of local beekeepers, you are empowering them to continue doing what they love to the benefit of honey 
bees.  
 


