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May Report by Dick Counts
It was good to see everyone at the April meeng. Although the room was so full it was hard to get an accurate count, it
looks like we had 162 members and guests present. Les Jeske presented the second in our series of new beekeeper
orientaons, with 68 people parcipang in the breakout session. John Stewart shared a top-notch presentaon about
se%ng swarm traps for catching bees. We also elected our 2016 club oﬃcers at the April meeng. “Thank You” to all
who volunteered to put their names up as nominees. Our new oﬃcers are listed below. Let me encourage you to oﬀer
them any assistance you can. Parcipaon is what makes this club work
Our 2016 Beginners Beekeepers Training class is now complete. We are in the process of delivering bees for the
students. Forty-six students completed the class, including eleven Scholarship Students. When all of the bees are
delivered, our students will have 79 new hives.
ETBA supports several Observaon Hives in public areas around East Texas. Many were built as a joint project with our
corporate sponsor Eastman. Most of our observaon hives have small populaons of bees and require some care and
monitoring. Many do not survive the winter and require replenishing with new bees each spring. I am in the process
of installing new frames of bees in our Observaon Hives at Eastman, Mineola and Athens. If you are interested in
becoming involved in maintaining our Observaon Hives, see me at the meeng.
At the May meeng, Stan Brantley will present the third session of our new beekeeper training, not as a breakout session but as our regular program. Working with photographer and
beekeeper Marge West of the Marshall club, Stan has prepared a PowerPoint presentaon
showing a step-by-step photographic record of a hive inspecon.
Following Stan’s presentaon, we will have an aucon to help support our Queen and Ambassador program. The aucon will include a beauful painted hive and, as a separate item, a Nuc
of bees. Join us and bring your checkbook! It is for a very good cause.
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HONEY QUEEN REPORT by Barbara Farguson
Hello everyone, I am thrilled to say that our Queen and Ambassador are currently scheduled for eleven events in May,
with addional speaking opportunies coming in daily. I suspect the numbers will break down to more than two
events per week, reaching thousands of people and promong a beBer understanding of the value of honeybees to
our environment and to the food chain.
I am so excited that our Royal Court aucon is just around the corner at our May club meeng. We will be following
Mr. Brantley’s presentaon on hive inspecons. There are some great items in our aucon! We have bees, woodenware with designer paint jobs, two one-night cabin get-aways, sugar for feeding your bees, and other great items.
We have a few apparel items which were pre-ordered by some of you but have not been paid for or picked up.
Unfortunately, we will need to release these items for sale if they are not picked up by the June meng. If you are not
sure whether you have an item we are holding for you, you can contact me at 903 477-5299 and I will be glad to check.
We look forward to seeing each of you at our May meeng.

The month of April has been a very excing month. My dad and I had the opportunity to catch
a couple of swarms. I saw my ﬁrst swarm of this season – it happened to be ﬂying over my
head. I had never seen a swarm actually ﬂying before. I have seen many swarms in trees but
never one ﬂying or in “acon”. It was truly something to see! I started to run aAer this swarm,
hoping they would land somewhere close so I could catch them but unfortunately they kept
going.
AAer all that excitement, I went to check on some of my
own hives. When I turned around I happened to spot
another swarm. This swarm turned out to be the easiest
swarm I had ever caught. They were hanging on the
boBom of our trailer. We brushed them into a box and
they have stayed ever since.
My dad and I also removed a hive from a friend’s shed. This was a fun removal
partly because I got to use our beevac for the ﬁrst me. The hive was at the very
boBom of the shed underneath the ﬂoor
board. We were able to vacuum up the majority of the honey bees and cut out
the necessary honeycomb. These were also some of the nicest bees I have ever
been around.
We also had another friend call us about bees inside their house up in the a%c.
I immediately went over to their house to check things out. Once I was able to
get into the a%c, I saw lots of bees ﬂying everywhere! It was so excing!
I looked round the a%c for a bit, searching for a cluster of bees or even a sign of
traﬃc going in and out. To my disappointment, I never was able to see signs of
the swarm or where they were going in and out. I did set up a brood box with
some drawn frames in the a%c, hoping that if it was a swarm that they might
move in. The next day she called us and told me that all the acvity in the a%c had stopped . All of the bees that were
there the previous day were gone.
With that being said, all of our hives are doing great, including our recent addions. My dad and I are currently at
ﬁAeen hives and all of them seem to be healthy and very acve.
~BriBany
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I recently read a book that was all about the beneﬁts of the products of a beehive. I was immediately
interested in the subject. I started researching the subject and was interested to learn that research is
being conducted on using honey in various medicaons. In ancient mes ,honey was highly valued and
was used to treat burns, scrapes, minor cuts, and even more serious wounds.
Honey has many uses. Today it is used to reduce allergies and accelerate healing for a litany of wounds.
Honey contains many helpful enzymes and proteins that enable it to reduce the number of harmful
bacteria and keep the wound from ge%ng infected. A number of medicines are being developed to
treat a multude of aﬄicons.
Honey is, among other things, an-bioc and an-viral. It contains beneﬁcial enzymes, proteins, and pollen. Pollen is
a super-food and is an-fungal, an-oxidant, contains all known vitamins except for vitamin k, and all the minerals
essenal for supporng life except for sulfur. Most of honey’s beneﬁts come from the pollen contained inside. Honey
is considered a super-food, and has been known to reduce the eﬀects of chronic leg ulcers.
Of course diﬀerent honeys have diﬀerent healing capabilies. A rule of thumb is that the darker and stronger of ﬂavor,
the more beneﬁcial enzymes contained in the honey. Buckwheat honey is especially good for a cough syrup, while
manuka honey is the most eﬀecve against chronic leg ulcers and can even kill up to 250
diﬀerent kind of harmful bacteria. All raw honey will have some healing eﬀect but manuka
honey is the most eﬀecve at healing. Manuka is a medicinal plant nave to New Zealand
and Australia.
As you can see, honey is an eﬀecve healing agent. Surprisingly, many doctors choose not
to prescribe products where honey is the main ingredient. There are several products
available, the most notable is Medi-Honey, made with mankua honey, and available on
Amazon and in several stores. I was thoroughly fascinated with this subject and hope I
taught you something. ~Jacob

Available at Drug Emporium in Tyler, Texas
1 pound of
Beeswax Chunks,
Unfiltered
In case you can’t read the price tag,
it says $29.72.
That’s right, Folks,
$30 bucks a pound
for scrap wax.
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by Matt Thomas

Greengs ETBA! As I begin this ﬁrst arcle as the newly elected president of ETBA, I do so with humility and
gratude. I have learned volumes about how to steward bees by our club. I am grateful for the valuable
meengs we have had and the experse of club members. I am also grateful to Gus Wolf for his leadership over the
past ﬁve years. I am humbled to be stepping into such great shoes. Thank you Gus!
It is the best me of the year for beekeepers. Night aAer night, I lie in bed and think about these amazing liBle insects.
Quesons like, “which colonies need queens?, when do I need to graA?, when does graA come oﬀ, which bee yards
need boxes, syrup, weed eang around hives?” The quesons are endless. The needs of the bees are constant. This
brings me to the point. Honey bees need to be stewarded (managed). The bees have to be worked and accessed for
needs/problems/upcoming issues and educaon of the beekeeper. I access and work every bee hive. We can’t know
the needs of our hive if we never open it up and inspect. This me of the year we should be looking at our colonies at
least once a week, at minimum. A lot can happen in a week. A lot can be discovered and uncovered, like the eﬀecveness of queen, honey ﬂow, dearth, pests, etc. A honey ﬂow changes what we need to do and what we can do in our
hives. A dearth (absence of honey ﬂow) will mean we have to feed and make sure our bees don’t starve.
What do you think when you see a swarm? You think ‘free bees?’ I certainly enjoy picking up a swarm here and there!
Already this season, I have caught four. When I see a swarm hanging from a tree the ﬁrst thing that comes to mind is,
“Is it one of mine?” It more than likely is not
from one of my colonies. With two of the
swarms I caught this year, I used the swarm’s
queens in other colonies I had that were queenless. The remaining bees were put in a nuc box
and given a frame of brood and a queen cell.
Another swarm was so big I put them in a regular 10 frame box with 9 frames of foundaon. In
three weeks, they pulled out every frame with
wax and the queen has laid in almost all of
them. I fed them a gallon of syrup also. Swarms
can also be good for introducing new genecs to
your pool. Swarms are not really free bees if we
have to give them a place to live, frames to build
on and treatments for pests. Hopefully, the
honey they produce will help oﬀset the lodging
costs.
It is an excing me for bees and beekeepers
alike. It is wonderful to see the bees exploding
and honey stores beginning. Good management
on our part normally leads to healthy bees and a
surplus of honey. I hope you have a great bee
season and your bees ﬁll some supers for you!
I have taken on a new apprence this year and
got her suited up for the ﬁrst me. In the
picture, my wife Chrisna just ﬁnished working
these new splits with me. She was in her brand
new bee suit. It is a liBle too big but a bee will
never crawl under the ankle cuﬀ! Happy Bee
Stewarding!
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Practical Experiences in the Beeyard by Stan Brantley
The Spring of 2016 will be remember for rains and for swarms. Lots of rain in short periods caused repeated
ﬂooding of many areas. An early start to the blooming season lead to rapid build-up in bees and lots of
early swarming. My area around Jeﬀerson is being ﬂooded with calls to remove bees, both swarms and bees in structure. We even had a call to remove a swarm that had moved into a large outdoor speaker system on a pao.
Blooms of all colors are exploding everywhere I drive. Catalpa, clovers, vetch, privet hedge and the spring wildﬂowers
have overloaded the nectar market. The Spring Honey Flow is in full swing. The foraging bees have lot of sources and
are rapidly harvesng and bringing nectar back in to the hives.
Monitor your super requirements carefully this month. During a rich nectar ﬂow like we are currently seeing, the bees
can rapidly ﬁll a lot of storage space with nectar. If you do not provide suﬃcient storage space for the incoming
nectar, the bees may start storing it in empty cells in the brood nest. As the brood nest ﬁlls with nectar and pollen, the
queen can run out of room to lay. The hive can then either begin to decline in populaon or swarm.
If you do not have enough drawn comb for all of your supers, you can try integrang frames of foundaon with the
frames of drawn comb. Try alternang frames of foundaon and frames of drawn comb in the super. In such situaons, bees will oAen rapidly draw and ﬁll the foundaon.
Some beekeepers like to use BoBom Supering during heavy nectar ﬂows. BoBom Supering is adding an empty super
between the brood chamber and the super full of honey rather than stacking it on top. Placing the empty super just
above the brood nest allows the bees to store the incoming nectar without having to travel through a full super
searching for empty cells. BoBom Supering theory believes that it allows the bees to more eﬃciently store nectar and
reduces the tendency for the nectar ending up in the brood chamber. The desired outcome is to keep the bees from
feeling space-stressed and swarming.
AAer you start seeing frames of capped honey, you can create extra storage space by pulling and extracng selected
frames – just make sure they are suﬃciently capped. Extract the selected capped frames and return them to the hive.
You may be surprised to ﬁnd this acon oAen smulates the bees to double their eﬀorts to replace the honey you just
extracted. As an added bonus, you get a liBle early honey!
Later in May, the Chinese Tallow will begin to bloom. If you live in an area with
a good Tallow populaon, you can expect to capitalize on a strong Tallow ﬂow.
Tallow is a great source of medium dark honey with a robust taste that many
people enjoy. Supers can become ﬁlled quickly during a strong Tallow ﬂow.
Check the availability of storage space frequently. If your hive made a good crop
of light early honey and you do not want it mixed with the darker Tallow honey,
you can extract capped early honey before the Tallow ﬂow begins.
The Mann Lake store in Marshall Texas is now fully operaonal. They are located in the Marshall Business Park, 1600 Commerce Street, oﬀ Highway 43. Look
for the Mann Lake “We Know Bees” sign at the entrance to the business park.
Tallow Blossoms
The local manager is Troy Marnson. The store does have a showroom stocked
with many items where you can look, feel and try on for size before you buy. Staﬀ is on hand to answer your quesons
and assist with your purchases.
As with the Dadant store in Paris, you can place an order and then pick it up at the Marshall store. However, the Mann
Lake process works a liBle diﬀerently. Do not call the Marshall store to place your order. Call the Mann Lake na onal
order number 800-880-7694. Tell the operator that you want to pickup the order in person at the
Marshall store and do not want it shipped to your home address. Do not call the Marshall store to
place your order and do not place the order online.
The Got Quesons? room will be open 6:00-6:30 before the meeng. Join us if you are a new beekeeper
or have some beekeeping quesons. We will try to help you ﬁnd some answers. Weather permi%ng
the drive from Jeﬀerson, I will be happy to join you.
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Bee Facts by Eddie Collins
I never get red of walking into an apiary and seeing the bees ﬂying back and forth from the
hives. During a honey ﬂow, it is amazing how the bees zip in and out of the hives on a mission to
bring in the sweet nectar. This past week, I had a customer ask me how I was able to get the
bees so calm. When you open the hive, it is almost like you are not there. The bees are almost
not paying aBenon to you because they are so busy. But then you open that same hive about 30 minutes before dark
and, well, you beBer have your suit on and all the openings shut!
During this past month, I ran into something new during my queen raising adventure -- raccoons!
These liBle creatures completely destroyed a yard of my queen mang nucs. I am preBy sure they
were aAer the syrup. It is a bad feeling to walk into the yard expecng to pick a lot of queens, then
noce all your boxes are upside down or on their side. Well, a common saying in beekeeping, “There
is always next me.”
What am I looking for when I work my bees? As I walk up to the hive, I am looking for bee acvity at the front. Do I
see a lot of bees? Are they bringing in pollen? If yes to both, then this is a good sign of a healthy, acve, queen-right
colony. I give the entrance a few puﬀs of smoke (no vinegar in my apiary) then pop the lid with a liBle smoke under it
as I pull it oﬀ. Next, I look for bee quanty across the frames and for evidence of new white comb. The white comb
tells me the bees are bringing in an abundance of nectar. If there are a lot of bees, then is it me for another box?
Also, at this stage, I listen. If the hive sounds like a jet engine, they may be having queen trouble.
Next, I start working the hive by pulling out the 2nd frame from the outside. The outside frames are oAen stuck to the
box wall or the feeder and are hard to remove. On this 2nd frame, I am observing the bees. Are they busy or are they
running around like crazy? If running around, then they may not be queen-right. If I ﬁnd a lot of honey, then they are
not hungry. If there is brood, then what does the paBern look like? Note that if you have a spoBy paBern, then it
could be a failing queen but you will need to check more frames. Don’t make a judgement call based on one frame
paBern. If the brood is spoBy, has the queen gone back in and laid in the empty cells? I then set this frame on the side
of the hive and work the remaining frames. I am looking for evidence of the queen: eggs / larva / brood paBern. If
these are found, then normally there is no reason to actually have to look for the queen. I am also looking for pollen,
honey stores, and any signs of bee stress or diseases. I am thinking about all these pieces of informaon to determine
my next steps with this hive. What I do next all depends on the me of the year and my current goals. Spli%ng, add
another super, requeening, mite treatment, hive combining, feeding. or, best of all, pulling honey!
beeman@cncfarms.com

Meet Joe and Kathy Laws
Joe was just elected as the new ETBA Program Director. He and Kathy live on thirty-six acres in Anderson County, between Poynor and Palesne. Joe feels the locaon should be prime bee country. They
became interested in bees when Joe and a friend caught a swarm in the middle of December! They have
been hooked ever since.
This is their second year in bees. Last year, they started with two hives. Like all new beekeepers, that ﬁrst year was a
learning experience, with some wins and some mistakes. Both hives survived, though one came out of winter queenless. They currently have six hives and high hopes for a good honey crop this summer.
Joe’s role as ETBA Program Director is to plan the programs and speakers for our monthly meeng. He is commiBed to
making sure our meengs provide useful informaon, parcularly to our newer beekeepers. Being preBy new in bees
and in ETBA, Joe would appreciate any ideas that you have for programs, any topics you would like to see addressed,
or any special speakers you would like to hear.
You can contact Joe by email at laws_joe@yahoo.com or by phone at 903-876-1062.

