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May is a good month for our bees.  By now, the weather has stabilized and hopefully these weekly 

cold fronts are no longer disrupting our bees foraging.   Our honey flow is in full swing with all of the 

blooming flowers.  Hives are full of new healthy honeybees that are busy collecting nectar and     

turning it into honey.  It is also time to be thinking about swarms -- how to keep your hives from     

swarming as well as looking for opportunities to capture swarms to increase your apiary. 

 

May is also a good month for ETBA.  Last month, we elected our new board of directors.  They are 

ready to guide our club’s activities for the next year.  Let me encourage you to offer your assistance to 

our new President in any way you can.  We are all responsible for the success of our club. 

 

I would also like to say “Thanks” to our past year’s board members and volunteers who worked so 

hard to ensure that we had interesting and informative meetings each month.  We all know that they 

don’t just happen.  It takes a lot of planning and effort to operate ETBA. 

 

In case you missed the April meeting, we enjoyed celebrating the 90th birthday of Stan Brantley.    

For many years, Stan has been a strong supporter of our club.  He has a heart for new and novice   

beekeepers and works hard to provide opportunities to teach and assist them.  Many of you enjoy his 

“Got Questions?” sessions at 6PM each month.  Join me in saying “Thank You!” 

 

At the May meeting, I will be sharing information about the availability of Nucs and hives, including 

cost and timing.  Eddie Collins will be giving us an update on the delivery schedule.  I will also be 

sharing some information about discussions with a possible new corporate sponsor.  See you there. 



 

 

         2019 Club President ~ Melissa Maeker 
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Greetings fellow Bee Keepers!  I am excited about the upcoming year.   
 
First, I would like to say a heartfelt “thank you” to Matt Thomas, Eddie Collins and Joe Laws 
who rotated off as officers.  Thank you for serving the club so faithfully.  I would also like to 
thank Trish Wilson and Doc Holladay for continuing to serve another year.  As the new group of 
officers learn our new duties, I would appreciate your feedback and ideas on how we can        
continually improve as a club.  
  
A little about myself…I am a pharmacist by training and have worked at UT Health North  
Campus for 17 years and live in Lindale.  I have been married to my wonderful husband, Jeff, for 
28 years.  We are blessed with a son, Jared, who recently turned 16 and is a varsity tennis player.  
 
About 5 years ago, I read an article (in a chicken magazine of all places) about beekeeping and 
was intrigued.  As I started researching beekeeping, I was hooked.  I have been keeping bees for 
four years and have learned enough to know that I still have A LOT to learn.  I took ETBA’s  
beginning beekeeping class with Mr. Counts then hung around to learn more.  I’ve helped with 
the class every year since it is fun to introduce people to bees.   
 
I currently have 23 hives (started with 2) and find bees fascinating.  Jeff has teasingly labeled my 
hobby as an addiction as I can’t seem to get enough and talk about them constantly.  I know you 
share my fascination and won’t judge.   
 
This Spring has been challenging for our bees.  This is the first year I had to consistently feed my 
bees in Spring just to ensure they survived. Hopefully, the weather will cooperate as May is the 
big month for the honey flow. Keep a watch on your hives to ensure they have enough space and 
add supers if needed.  Congratulations if you have just received your first hive of bees!   Make 
sure you keep reading and come to our meetings to keep learning.  Don’t be afraid to ask lots of 
questions.  We are all here to help one another. 
 
         God Bless!  Melissa Maeker 
 
 
To all club officers; there will be a board meeting prior to Thursday’s club meeting at 5:45. 
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The May Program………... 
 

 This month our speaker is Mr. Brantley. 

The topic of his presentation will be hive inspections, etc. 

 

 See you there! 

Meagan, Program Director 

F.Y.I.   F.Y.I.   F.Y.I.   F.Y.I.   by Meagan Elzner    

ELZNER FARMS, LLC ~ WE SELL BEES! 
New Summerfield, Texas 

www.elznerfarms.com or elznerfarms@gmail.com 
We offer pure, raw, local honey & bees to our surrounding communities. 

 

~ Meagan and Isaac Elzner ~ 

Images of Mr. Stan Brantley’s surprise 90th birthday parties at the Whitehouse and Marshall bee clubs. 

Some of Mr. Brantley’s family came to surprise him  
at the Marshall meeting for his birthday. 



 

 

If there is more swarming in May than there was in April, I will have to buy pre-assembled boxes by 

the pallet to keep up!  Seriously, I hope you were able to curtail the swarming of your hives so you did 

not lose the majority of the field force that was supposed to be foraging the early blooming nectar 

producing blossoms that provide the lightest colored honey.  If you have not experienced a honey  

harvest from your hives yet, you are in for a most deligh#ul surprise.  Honey ready for harvest in May 

will be much lighter than that produced in the later months.  This is when award-winning honey is obtained!  Fill a 

couple quart jars of your earliest honey and store it safely away un(l it is (me to enter your club’s honey tas(ng 

contest.  You may have the award winning entry! 
 

If you are able to extract some early honey in May, I suggest you return the wet frames to the hive to s(mulate the 

bees desire to fill them again. If you have a hive where the bees will not go up into the super, put a couple of these 

wet frames in the super.  The bees will be drawn by the scent of honey into the super, o+en an immediate rush of 

bees upward to clean the wet combs.  The bees will usually remain in the super and begin refilling the cleaned 

comb with nectar. 
 

You can also use wet frames to en(ce bees to drawn out new founda(on.  Many beekeepers will put a box of new 

founda(on underneath the queen excluder to encourage the bees to begin drawing the comb.  Adding one or two 

wet frames to the box of new founda(on encourages the bees to work in the new founda(on.  As always with a box 

of new founda(on, start with a full complement of frames un(l the bees complete drawing out the comb.  You can 

then remove one frame and re-space the reaming frames, if you choose.  If you start with only nine frames in a ten 

frame box, the bees will gladly fill the extra space with burr comb, leaving you with a mess. 
 

In my area, the Chinese Tallow trees normally begin to bloom around the third week of May.  

Honeybees forage heavily on the Tallow blossoms.  Now would be a great (me for you to 

check the area near your hives for stands of Tallow trees.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

If you find stands of Tallow more than two miles from your 

apiary, you may want to consider moving your hives closer  

and take advantage of the amount of nectar these  

blossoms can produce in a very short (me. 

 

The Chinese Tallow is an interes(ng tree.  Beekeepers love them because of their heavy 

nectar produc(on. Homeowners love them for their beau(ful fall color and their ability to 

survive drought condi(ons.  However, they are listed as an invasive species by the Texas Invasive Species Ins(tute 

and are known to spread rapidly unless grown in a controlled environment, o+en choking out other na(ve plants.  

Google “Chinese tallow invasive species” and “Chinese tallow history” for some interes(ng reading, including why 

Benjamin Franklin brought the first seeds to America.  While I encourage you to take advantage of any Tallow  

forage you may find, I do not encourage you to plant Tallow trees where they can take over a na(ve environment. 
 

          Ar(cle con(nued on next page (5) ... 
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The Got Questions? 

The group will be open 6:00-6:30 before the meeting. Join us if you are a new beekeeper or have some beekeeping questions.  
If you have not joined us before, ask someone to point you to the Got Questions? Room. We will try to help you find some answers. 

Practical Experiences in the Beeyard  Practical Experiences in the Beeyard  Practical Experiences in the Beeyard  by Stan Brantleyby Stan Brantleyby Stan Brantley   
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Chinese Tallow tree aka Popcorn tree 

sp. Triadica sebifera 



… During the honey flow is a great (me to start new Nucs or full-sized hives.  Mated queens are readily available 

from various suppliers for you to add to a new hive.  You can also use queen cells from an exis(ng hive to start a 

new    colony.  If you find a frame in your exis(ng hive with an un-hatched queen cell, pull that frame and place it in 

a new box with frames containing honey, pollen and nurse bees. Leave this “split” undisturbed for about 21 days.  

This will give the cell (me to hatch and the queen to make a ma(ng flight.  A+er 21 days, check for evidence of eggs 

and young brood to confirm that you do indeed having a laying queen. 

          ~ Mr. Stan Brantley 

Continued from page 4 - Practical Experience in the Bee Yard May 2, 2019 Page 5 

In the NewsIn the NewsIn the News   

https://www.france24.com/en/20190418-bee-wildering-hives-notre-dame-miraculous-survival  

Bee-wildering! Hives of Notre-Dame in miraculous survival 
 

Some 200,000 bees inhabiting hives in Notre-Dame cathedral survived the inferno that engulfed the heritage  

landmark (April 15, 2019) in a miraculous escape, their beekeeper said Thursday (5/18/19). 
 

"The bees are alive. Until this morning, I had had no news," said beekeeper Nicolas Geant who looks after the hives 

which are kept on top of a sacristry that adjoins the cathedral. 
 

"At first I thought that the three hives had burned but I had no information" after Monday's fire, Geant told AFP. 

"Then I saw from satellite images that this was not the case and then the cathedral spokesman told me that they   

were going in and out of the hives." 
 

Geant said he had been taken aback by calls of support from all corners of the world. 
 

He said that this kind of bee does not abandon its hive, instead gorging on honey                                            

and not abandoning the queen bee. 
 

Each hive at Notre-Dame on average produces some 25 kilograms of honey each year                                        

which is sold to Notre-Dame staff. 
 

It has become increasingly customary in the French capital for bee hives to be introduced at                                 

seemingly unlikely locations, including also at the Paris Opera. 

Organic, Pollinator Sanctuary coming to Reno! 
Bee Apart of HerStory.  

Pollinator Sanctuary & Community Gardens. 

A glimpse of what is to come…. 

An Organic and Biodynamic Flower Garden for pollinators, wildlife and the 

community. Funds go towards purchasing land in Reno, Nevada, cer(fied 

soil/compost, seeds, bulbs, plants & irriga(on system. ALL WHO DONATE 

will be  listed, forever in a PLACE OF HONOR at the garden. 

https://www.facebook.com/donate/387128185208052/  



This is bee-ing incognito. 
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Slee
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job.
 

…from the Editor 
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  What could be a cute or funny caption for this picture ? 

“____________________________________________________________” 
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Nectar & Pollen Sources 

Down: 
 
1. tall plant with pink or white bell-shaped flowers  
 
3. aromatic annual European herb used in pickling                         
 
4. beautiful and bright, but not to be confused with a harmonious    
universe 
 
5. of the legume family with spikes of blue, purple, white or yellow 
flowers 
 
7. buttercup family with red or blue irregular spurred flowers 
 
9. tree or shrub with silver-gray bark, tiny white flowers and            
orange-red berries 
 
12. sweet-smelling with multitude of tiny bluish-purple flowers 
   
16. white, blue, purple or pink daisy-like flowers;    
family Asteraceae 
 
18. unscramble these letters—laeaza 
 
          

Across: 
 
2. wood and cotton  
 
6. named after the French botanist Pierre Magnol                        
 
8. a woody perennial and fragrant herb used in cooking 
 
10. one of the biggest and brightest flower of them all with edible 
seeds 
 
11. ornamental plant with yellow, orange or copper-brown flowers 
 
13. herb with showy yellow flowers, having medicinal properties 
 
14. four leaf is the luckiest 
   
15. attracts all pollinators, drought-resistant, and bares small five 
petal flowers 
 
17. starts with the last letter of the alphabet and has long-lasting 
large flowers    
 
19. tropical shrub or tree of the family Verbenaceae 

For the answers; email: 

trish.etba@gmail.com 


