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It’s not an exaggeration to say that we’re in unprecedented times and beekeeping has not been spared from the virus 

impacts.  Hard to focus on bees when many have been furloughed or lost their jobs. Investments have taken a big hit.  

Most of us have slowed down considerably as mobility is limited.  I’m not aware of any ETBA members who  

contracted the virus, but you may have friends or family that have.  
  
And yet…..it’s really a great time to be a beekeeper!  I don’t know about you, but there’s something relaxing about 

working bees.  It’s a reason to get out of the house.  We’re doing something productive, even if only improving the 

pollinator population of East Texas.  Though it takes a little effort, we can maintain social distancing while working 

hives with other beekeepers.  I’m mentoring several new beekeepers and they’re coming up the curve learning about 

bees, have gotten their first hives (or soon will), and spent productive time in the beeyard. 
 

If you have other life issues taking all of your time, don’t feel guilty about putting beekeeping on the back burner for a 

while.  If you have extra time on your hands, you can work your bees and spend time enhancing your skills with 

books and other reading…..also guilt free.  As always, focus on the basics, including strong queens, controlled mites, 

and good bee nutrition.   

 

 

 

 

 

Two new ETBA beekeepers (Steve Graves and Shawn Gill) with their first hives.  Our ETBA scholarship student (Andy Graves) 

               working bees for the first time. (before social distancing) 

This is my first article as ETBA Executive Director and it’s a good time to remind you what the Executive Director 

does.  The bylaws state that the Executive Director will … “be the primary point of contact for persons, businesses, 

and/or organizations external to the association”.  Dick Counts set a good example for what this looks like:             

responding to various calls and letters about beekeeping, working with our sponsor and other donors to promote bee-

keeping, working with East Texas State Fair leadership to facilitate the ETBA booth, promoting the ETBA Queen/

Ambassador program, and a myriad of other activities. With your help, I’ll continue this work in the traditions of  the 

East Texas Beekeepers Association.  

  
      President—Melissa Maeker 
 
  Vice President—Connie Collins 
 
  Exec. Director/Reporter— Jim Biles 
 
  Ambassador—Carolyne Savage 
 
  Treasurer—Jennifer Palmer 
 
  Secretary—Tish Kennedy 
 
  Member-at-Large—Stanford Brantley 
 
  Program Director — Meagan Elzner 
   
  Newsletter Editor—Trish Wilson 
 
  Webmaster—Ken Wilkinson 
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Since everyone is staying at home these days, the bees should be getting 
a lot of attention.  In years past, May was considered a “swarming month” 
but what I have seen so far indicates any month could be a swarming 
month.  In my area around Jefferson, Texas, Chinese Tallow usually     
begins to bloom by the third week of May.  When the Tallow flow ends in 
June, the spring honey flow is essentially over.  Bees will continue to dry 

and cap honey with most hives being ready to extract by early July. 
 

Days will begin to be warmer and the longer hours in the day will certainly cause the 
queens to lay more eggs.  In case you have not started new colonies, this would be an 
ideal month to add to your colony count.  Drones are young, plentiful, and just waiting for 
the new queens to emerge.  A plentiful supply of drones in the drone congregation area will ensure the new 
queen will be able to mate as much as necessary.  Do not wait until late June to start new colonies and 
plan on them raising their own queens.  By then, the hive may already be in the process of kicking out the 
drones as the nectar flow ends. 
 

Watch your hives and begin to monitor for mites.  In working with my bees, I see very few mites in the    
broken drone comb between the double brood boxes.  However, this could lead to a false sense of security 
so, do a sample for mites from the center of the hive where all of the nurse bees should be hard at work. 
 

Nectar should begin to be stored and bees will begin to cap some of the center frames in the super.  If 
there are several frames in the super, I suggest you consider extracting those for your use.  Returning the 
wet frames to the super causes the bees to become excited while cleaning up and could encourage them 
to work harder to refill the frames. 
 

When you are able to remove complete supers for extracting, try to make a practice of replacing the        
extracted supers late in the evening.  If there is nectar flow in progress, most of the bees are not inclined to 
rob the neighboring hive.  However, sometimes bees just find it easier to take it from their neighbor rather 
than foraging for it ! 
 

Be sure to check the supers weekly after the bees begin to work in them.  Do not wait for that super to be 
capped before you add another super to the hive.  Bees store nectar, as a general rule, beginning in the 
center frames of a super.  The outside frames are the last to be filled.  By carefully watching, you can move 
the frames from the center to the outside positions to get the bees to completely fill all of the frames.  
 

If you do not have any drawn comb for your supers, try this trick.  Hive a swarm in a medium super box.  
Place a queen excluder over the swarm.  Then add a couple more supers above the queen excluder.  This 
confines the queen and the drones to the lower super and allows the major part of the swarm to pass the 
excluder and draw comb in the top boxes.  When the comb is ready for use in another hive, remove the 
queen excluder and place a deep box of foundation on top of the lower super.  Since the bees tend to 
move up, you should find the foundation in the deep brood box drawn very quickly.  When most of the 
deep’s foundation is drawn, place the brood box on a bottom board and set the lower super on top of it.  If 
you plan on extracting honey from the super this year, be sure to add a queen excluder between the boxes.  
Or, if do not plan to extract, you could leave off the queen excluder and let the bees use the honey for    
winter stores. 
 

Since we will not have a club meeting in May due to Covid-19 restrictions, write down your questions so we 
can address them at our gathering after life returns to normal.  I will try to return any calls that go to my 
voice mail as time allows.  Be sure to leave your name and number.  Say your number twice so I can make 
sure to hear it correctly. 
 
 

~ Mr. Stan Brantley 

Chinese Tallow 
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 F.Y.I.   F.Y.I.   F.Y.I.   F.Y.I.   by Meagan Elzner    

The May 2020 Program…… 

 
 

Due to the health risks to our members and their families from the Corona Virus (Covid-19)                                

May’s meeting is cancelled. 
 

Our auction has been postponed due to this month’s meeting being cancelled. Once we are able to 

meet again we will determine a new date to host the auction. I hope you are all healthy and            

getting to spend extra time with your bees during this beautiful weather!  

Take Care! 

Meagan Elzner, Program Director 

 

 

April 16th—Happy 91st Birthday Mr. Stan Brantley !!!   
Friends gathered in the park and arranged a parade for him. Go to: Facebook on the April 16th post.   

 

Marion County Herald was live. 

April 16 at 5:59 PM  

HTTPS://WWW.FB.COM/MARIONCOUNTYHERALD  
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Swarm season is upon us and I still get excited when I receive a phone call.  I’ve also been      

delighted to “give” some of those calls to beekeeping friends that are closer to the swarm.   

As much as I love to catch a swarm, I also love that other newer beekeepers can catch 

swarms, too.  

 What fun!  In my first few years, I would catch a swarm, put in a hive and be disappointed 

when they absconded the next day.  I was told by a beekeeper to put a queen excluder between the bottom 

board and the hive body when putting a swarm in the hive to keep the queen from leaving.  I remove the  

excluder after a few days once they have started to build comb. 

For those of you receiving your first hive, congratulations!  The first year was 

full of excitement and joy but also profound uncertainty.  I would complete a 

hive inspection not always understanding what I was seeing.  Was there a queen?  

Only after 5 years am I decently competent to find a queen.  The first year I  

rarely saw a queen.  So, do you have to see a queen when visiting your hive?  

No, you don’t although I still love trying to see her and admire her beauty.        

So what do you want to achieve in your hive inspections?   

Let me outline your general objectives: 

 1.  Start observing your hives as your approach.  What does the traffic look like at the entrance?  

What is the volume of traffic compared to your other hives?  Compared to your last visit?  You are looking 

for trends.  Since we are in May, you should be seeing increasing traffic.  Are you seeing pollen baskets?  

Or are they bringing in nectar (they are most likely bringing in both) 

 2.  After smoking and opening the hive, how calm are they?  A queen-less hive is said to “roar”.  I 

didn’t  understand that until I observed it in one of my own hives.  The sound is different.  Are the bees        

immediately agitated?  Or calm?  How is this different from last time?  They will be different depending on 

many, many issues that you may never understand.  Look for the patterns. 

 3.  If you don’t feel you can find the queen, don’t worry.  Look for evidence she is there.  Do you have 

capped brood?  Open brood?  Eggs?  If you see eggs, you have a queen so don’t worry.  Hopefully you see 

a balance of all three stages.  You are also looking to see good stores of nectar and pollen.   

 4.  Mr. Counts teaches the rule of 8.  If your hive has 8 frames drawn (for a 10-frame box), then it is 

time to add another box.  Keep an eye on your hive as they can rapidly grow in population during the month 

of May.  If you get behind and they feel too crowded, they may decide to swarm. 
 

Having more than one hive also allows the ability to compare.  I like to keep a log of my hive inspections.    

I keep notes on how many frames of brood and general impressions.  Are they growing?  Did I add a super?  

Saw eggs or maybe even the queen.  Keeping a log allows trending the year.  Your log doesn’t have to be 

fancy.  I just grabbed a spiral notebook and started writing.  Date each entry (it is fun to read at end of year). 

I miss my bee family!  Hopefully, we will be able to meet again in June.  I hope all of you are staying 

healthy and enjoying the extra time you have in the bee yard.  As an “essential worker”,  I’m busier than   

ever but carving out time to hang with the bees.  I saw Privet blooming this week so I know my girls are 

making honey and I can’t wait to see what the season holds.   

        God Bless!  ~ Melissa Maeker, President; ETBA 
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2020 ETBA Ambassador ~ Carolyne Savage 

 

Dear New Beekeeper, 

 

There is nothing quite more exhilarating as a starting beekeeper than your firsts.  Your first 

hive, your first time suiting up, first hive inspection, first time finding the queen by yourself, making 

it through that first winter.  If you are a beginning beekeeper, these experiences are ahead of you and 

an incredible journey awaits you.  Those firsts, whether good or bad, stick with you and are          

milestones in your adventure.   

Beekeeping at its start is a roller-coaster of learning opportunities and emotions.  One week 

your hive may be healthy with booming production and queen-less the next.  Sometimes, you may   

be on top of the world because your bees are looking great and are doing their job.  Other times, 

your bees swarm, or the queen dies, or they starve and eat their larva to survive.  Things happen, 

bees  don’t read scientific publications of how they “should” act, and they are wild creatures and do 

what they want.   

However, I want to encourage you in that, even if everything goes wrong, bees have a way of 

righting themselves in bad situations.  I would know; my bees had a rough year.  I went through at 

least four different queens, but the bees wouldn’t keep her around for more than a few months.  The 

lack of a queen led to smaller colony size, which causes a plethora of other issues such as less honey 

stores for the winter.  Yet, even though all of that happened, my bees are still alive and have finally          

excepted as queen.  While I am happier with my hive this year than last year, not everything is a 

daydream.  There are still problems, things that aren’t as good as I want them to be, but me and the 

bees will face those obstacles and hopefully overcome them.  

I am so excited that you get to start your beekeeping escapade with the East Texas Beekeepers 

Association.  Beekeeping is one of the most exciting and apprehensive feats I have undertaken in my 

life, but I enjoy it immensely even when things don’t work out as I hoped.  Spring is my favorite 

time in the bee yard because of all the changes happening in the hive during this season.  I hope you 

come to love this time as much as I do, respect the biology of honey bees and marvel at their really 

wonderful craftsmanship and the Creator who made such amazing organisms.    

      

 

 

         Your Fellow Beekeeper and Friend, 

             
 

 

 

~ Carolyne Savage 



 May 7, 2020 Page 6  

…from the Editor 

Adult hibernating cocoons 
and Red Mason Bee - male 

     

          Blue Orchard (aka Mason) Bees 

Unlike honeybee queens (with one per hive), who lay eggs in individual honeycomb cells - Orchard bees are  
solitary females who lay their eggs in tubular structures The eggs are separated by mud with nectar and   
pollen in each chamber to feed the juveniles. An orchard bee house is a community rather than a hive.  

Leaf Cutter 
Bees, who use 
vegetation to 
build with. 

Blue Orchard 
Mason Bees build 
with clay mud. 

Happy beekeeping :)Happy beekeeping :)Happy beekeeping :)Happy beekeeping :)    

 ~Trish Wilson 

Trish’s Youtube Video link: live footage of a male orchard bee:  https://youtu.be/8j8pJAt--T0 
Related videos: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Vm5is8l8VqM  and  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9ysOwrU5Css 

Maturing Orchard bees in winter hibernation 
cocoons. The adults emerge from their  
cocoons in early Spring.  When buying or over-
wintering the adults, they are “harvested” by 
gently removing them from the tubes, cleaned 
of mites, debris, and sold as individual      
cocoons and placed close to the bee house in 
spring when temperatures reach above 55 
degrees F. ;  around early March depending on 
your area. There is also an attractant for 
them, similar to using lemon-grass oil for 
attracting honeybees. Near the end of       
summer, they transform to the adult stage 
known as an imago, but remain in the cocoon 
through fall and winter.  
 
 

Osmia lignaria, common names; Orchard Mason Bee or Blue Orchard Bee and Osmia bicornis; the 

Red Mason Bee, are megachilid bees (a taxonomic cosmopolitan family of solitary bees whose  

pollen-carrying structure, known as a scopa, is restricted to the ventral surface of the abdomen),  

differing from other bees that carry pollen mostly or exclusively on the hind legs. Leaf cutter bees 

are also solitary bees that have very similar nesting and hibernation habits as the mason bees. 
 

Orchard bees unlike Carpenter bees, cannot drill holes in wood or do damage to trees or structures. Unlike honey bees, 

their lifespan is very fleeting and they must get the job done in a fraction of the time. Through March and May, males 

emerge first, then the females a couple of days later. Females living 4-6 weeks and getting down to business right 

from the start of their lives, while the males live only 1-2 weeks, strictly for mating purposes. During the weeks when 

the female is active, she will produce one or two eggs each day. Laying between 10-15 eggs before she is done. 
 

They construct with clay mud; hence their name; mason bee. In spring to summer, the larvae hatch, eat the pollen-

nectar mass until completely gone, in about 10 days, then the larvae spins a cocoon and pupates within its chamber, 

growing into adults. During the fall and winter, these developing adult bees hibernate in their cocoons waiting for 

spring, when temperatures to reach above 55 again to emerge and mate. The females are bluish green and larger than 

the males, while the males are half the size of females and are usually darker with much longer antennae and white 

markings and a distinct white “mustache”.  If you watch my youtube video, you will be able to observe a male. 
 

I have been enjoying raising orchard bees and observing their activities. I began my journey first by ordering the 

things I needed in October 2019 to start my hobby beekeeping. The cocoons, supplies and processes are far different 

from keeping honey bees: much cheaper, simpler and require a lot less space. Orchard bees are extremely gentle and 

superior to honey bees in pollinating. There isn’t honey to be harvested, which isn’t their purpose, nor is there stinging 

to contend with, but more over, orchard (mason) bees are vital to ecosystems, very productive in agriculture and also 

flower gardens. Like other species though, their numbers are sadly and quickly declining. It’s important to help nature. 

One of my Blue Orchard 
bees - female 


