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November Report by Dick Counts 

 

 

Our ETBA booth was a big hit at the East Texas State Fair last month.  The Fair drew a good crowd this 

year, thanks to good weather and good planning.  Good crowds mean a lot of people stop by the       

beekeepers’ booth.  It is our opportunity to share about the honey bee with them and maybe even plant 

the idea of becoming a beekeeper with some folks. 

 

During the school days of Tuesday through Friday, we made presentations to over 1200 school children.  

Those are pretty hectic mornings, but it is a joy to see the interest in the kids. 

 

We had good participation from our members in staffing our booth. “Thank You” to all who came and 

helped.  And a special “Thanks” to Jim Biles who handled the administrative side of interfacing with the 

Fair management.   

 

Two features of our booth that are favorites among Fair-goers are the observation hive and the honey 

sales.  Through the course of the Fair, we sold about 275 pounds of honey from 14 different ETBA 

members.   And we helped a lot of people find the queen in the observation hive! 

 

Don’t forget that our November meeting will include our annual Honey Tasting Contest.  Bring your 

honey for the contest.  It is your chance to show off the work of you and your bees. 

 



   

Practical Experiences in the Beeyard  Practical Experiences in the Beeyard  Practical Experiences in the Beeyard  by Stan Brantleyby Stan Brantleyby Stan Brantley   
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 November is an important time for beekeepers.  One important decision to be made is,  “Am I 
 going to the TBA Convention to listen to learned speakers that should be able to help me         
 improve my beekeeping ability?”   I encourage you to join me there. 
 

Another decision concerns queens and Nucs.  Now is the time to contact your chosen queen producers to see if they 
are ready to take orders for queens to be delivered in 2020.  I have noticed journal advertisements indicating some 
breeders are already accepting orders.  Are you going to want to order Nucs?  If so, how many and are the suppliers 
ready to book your orders for the delivery date you desire?  If you are advised that it is still too early to place an  
order, ask the supplier when they will be ready to start taking orders and mark your calendar.  Remember, demand 
usually exceeds the supply so don’t be late in placing your orders. 
 

In the past, I have also advised that you should inventory your equipment needs and place your orders for wooden-
ware and other items.  In today’s world of Internet shopping, I guess the best advice I can give is to watch the    
supplier’s websites for spur of the moment sales, in-store sales, and equipment items that are being discontinued.  
The competitive marketing between suppliers sometimes leads to good discounts that can save you money. 
 

In the beeyard, if you are tired of mowing and weed eating around your hives (an activity that usually agitates bees 
and sometimes gets you stung), consider placing carpet on the ground around your hives.  Contact local carpet 
stores and ask if they will give you some old carpet removed from homes or businesses.  This can be placed around 
the hives to prevent the growth of grass and weeds.  If you are concerned about fire ants under the carpet, I have 
found you can fold back the carpet and spread the fire ant bait, then put the carpet back in place.  The ants will still 
be attracted to the bait but the bees will not be able to collect the granules and take them into the hive.  A side    
benefit of using carpet around your hives is that you will be able to easily see dead bees on the carpet beneath the 
landing board, letting you know something is happening inside your hive. 
 

Have you checked your mite level since removing your supers?  I know you get tired of being advised to check your 
mite levels but I believe regular mite checks and appropriate follow-up treatment results in fewer hive losses.  Plus, 
you will also be able to determine first hand if the hive has a queen problem or disease problem.  Remember, you are 
required to report any signs of AFB to our state inspection service.  You can obtain AFB test kits from most bee 
supply companies that will assist in making a better determination. 
 

Watch activity at the hive entrance to determine the amount of pollen being stored.  Do the two-finger lift on the 
back of the hive to check for weight of the stores.  If you have double brood box hives, you may have to use Three 
Fingered lift, especially if the hive is well stored.  Your object is to determine if the hive feels heavy with stores or 
whether you should provide supplemental feeding. 
 

Small Hive Beetles are not as active now that the weather is cooling.  However, 
be aware that sliming of the hive is still possible.  Screen bottom boards with an 
oil tray underneath can help reduce SHB numbers in a hive.  You do not need 
to close the screened bottom board for winter in our area.  If the hive has a 
good population of bees and sufficient stored honey, they will be fine with open 
bottom boards through the winter. 
 

I will not be at the November meeting because I will be at the TBA            
convention. The 6:00 Q&A will be conducted by another person in          
my absence.  
  

 
The Got Questions? 

The group will be open 6:00-6:30 before the meeting. Join us if you are a new beekeeper or have some beekeeping questions.  
If you have not joined us before, ask someone to point you to the Got Questions? Room. We will try to help you find some answers. 
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Greetings fellow beekeepers! 
 

The change in weather (and some rain) has been so wonderful over the last few weeks.  November 
marks the transition in seasons for East Texas (hopefully some Fall before winter) as well as the   
beginning of the holiday season. The work required in the bee yard is mostly done and we can pause 
to reflect on what we accomplished this year as beekeepers and start planning for the new year.  
  
If you have just finished your first “year” in bees, I recommend that you review your journal (you are 

keeping a journal, right?!). If you aren’t, vow to start journaling each trip to the bee yard.  The rewards outweigh 
the time – I promise!  It gives you a great perspective on what worked and didn’t work as well as a general guide   
to the rhythm of the seasons – bees don’t go by a calendar but by what is blooming.  Start noting when the elms, 
plums, pears, and clover start to bloom. It is very helpful to gauge the honey flow. 
 

On another note, we have many activities coming up in the club.  This month, we will have our annual honey     
tasting contest. I won’t be there as I’ll be attending the state TBA convention in San Antonio—but I know you will 
have a great time tasting all the wonderful honey samples from East Texas.  
  
You will also be voting on the Beekeeper of the Year Award at the November meeting. Please remember that this 
individual cannot have won the award in the past, must be a member in good standing that has contributed over 
and above to the club.  The winner will be announced in December.                                                                          
See details on ETBA website.  https://www.etba.info/beekeeper-of-the-year/ 
 

Your club officers are also working on revamping the new “Beginner Beekeeper” class previously offered by Mr. 
Counts.  This year, the one-day class will be held on March 28th.  More details to come but if you know people that 
want to learn more about bees, have them hold the date.  It will be a half-day of lecture and a half day of working 
bees in the apiary.  We do need around 10 members to volunteer to be instructors on hive inspections so if you’d 
like to help, please let me now. 
 

Also, we need to have students that are interested in our youth scholarship program to have their applications in by 
December 1, 2019.  The form is on the web-site.  We will have a small committee to interview them in January.  
The youth scholarship program is a great way for a youth between 12-17 years of age to learn about bees and get a 
hive of bees.  https://www.etba.info/scholarship-students/ 
 

We also have one of our current year students interested in the queen/ambassador program.  I have a lady willing 
to help but she really needs help from 2-3 more people to make this work without undue burden on one person.      
If you are willing to help, please let me know. 
 

I am so very proud of our club and how we work to educate people and ourselves about the wonderful honeybee.  
That takes effort and if you aren’t already plugged in, please find a way to serve the club.   

        

          Happy Beekeeping!  ~ Melissa Maeker 

 
 

 

During the contest, members will be provided with ballots, plates or other  

containers, and honey samples. Each member will write on the ballot the  

sample number of the best tasting honey, (select only one sample number).  

Ballots will be collected and tallied to determine 1st, 2nd and 3rd place winners.  

Winners will be announced at the December meeting.  
 

Please help us to keep the room clean,  

if you get honey on something, ask for a wet cloth to clean up. 

Each member can enter one 8-12 ounce squeeze bear or squeeze bottle of their 

own honey at the November meeting. No glass bottles.  

The bear or bottle must have a cone spout or flip top dispenser.  
 

Do not label your bottles with anything  
(no names or marks), each container will be assigned a number.)  

Annual ETBA Honey Tasting Contest 

 

2019 Club President ~ Melissa Maeker 



 

  
 November is one of my favorite months for beekeeping.  Starting in late February, 
the “to do” list is always longer than I have time to work.  November is a good month to 
relax a bit, reflect on the year, and begin making plans for next year.  With that said, what 
you do this month will have a big impact on how well you start the season next year.  Here 
are some things you should think about doing in November…..assess hive strength for  
winter, balance resources (pollen/honey) between colonies, plan equipment needs for next 
spring, line up nucs and/or queens for 2020, check mite loads on your hives. 
 
 Wait Jim…..did you say check mite loads?  You just had to slip that in, didn’t you?  Yes!  You may 
have treated in July or August, but there’s still a possibility that your mite levels are high going into the 
winter.  Last year, the State Apiary Inspector’s Office inspected my hives in November….and guess what?  
My mite levels were high.  But I treated in August!  What do I do now?  I treated for mites in November.  
A good thing too because in the spring, my colonies exploded with bees!  Turns out that 2019 was my top 
year for honey production. 
 
 The starting place is knowing the mite load on your colonies.  If you’re unsure about how to do this, 
follow this link to the honey bee health coalition.  https://honeybeehealthcoalition.org/varroa/   This  
website has all of the information you need to test and treat your bees for mites. 
 
 I used the alcohol wash method to check my mites a couple of weeks ago.  A sample of 2 colonies 
was tested from 4 of my 5 apiaries.  Here are the results (counts are mites per 100 bees):  
 
 apiary #1 – 2 and 3  
 apiary #2 – 1 and 2  
 apiary #3 – 2 and 5  
 apiary #4 – 4 and 2 
 
 So here’s the quiz….should I,  1) do nothing?  2) treat the hives that have higher mite counts?  or 3) 
treat all of my hives?  If you took a look at the link above, you have the answer.  I need to treat all of my 
hives. 
   
 This is a time of the year when my hive populations are in decline, although not as significant as the       
decline in late summer.  The guideline is to promptly treat hives that are at 2% or above (i.e. all but one of 
my tests).  My practice is to treat an entire apiary at the same time, because my counts are samples only.  
We can assume that mites will drift and we want to knock down the counts across all hives. 
   
 So I’ve treated my mites again, late in the year.  While the season is a consideration, the best time to 
deal with your mites is when you have a problem. 
 
 This month is the annual honey competition.  I look forward to getting a taste of the bounty from 
your hives! 
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ETBA Vice-President; Jim Biles 



 

 
 

 

The November Program………….. 
 

November is a busy month for us at ETBA! We’ve got a few fun things planned for the meeting. First, don’t forget to bring your honey in an 

unmarked squeeze bottle for the tasting contest. Second, bee thinking of who you would like to nominate for beekeeper of the year, as we 

will do the nominations at this meeting as well. Third, we have our own Connie Collins giving a presentation about products of the hive. 
 

Connie creates products for her own Etsy company, using beeswax she gets when she assists her dad, Eddie with his bees. You can find out 

more about them at www.cncfarms.com. Connie also is assisting Oklahoma beekeeper Michael Roark of Roark Acres with his products, so 

she’s sure to provide us with a wealth of information on how to utilize all the precious resources within our hives. We look forward to seeing 

y’all at the November meeting! 
 

With the upcoming meeting we need to present beekeeper of the year nominations to the club. Three members are to be nominated and the 

club then votes. Last year Joe Laws won, below is a photo of the criteria and past winners. 
 

I’d like to nominate Daron Hickman for all his work for the beekeeping class and club. He set up all the media every month and was a huge 

help to me with each program, providing the club with the best meeting possible. 
 

 

 

 

F.Y.I.   F.Y.I.   F.Y.I.   F.Y.I.   by Meagan Elzner    

ELZNER FARMS, LLC ~ WE SELL BEES! 
New Summerfield, Texas 

www.elznerfarms.com or elznerfarms@gmail.com 
We offer pure, raw, local honey & bees to our surrounding communities. 

 

~ Meagan and Isaac Elzner ~ 

See you there! 

Meagan, Program Director 
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CRITERIA FOR BEEKEEPER AWARD 
 

Recipient should be:  A current dues paying member of ETBA 

   Regularly attend meetings 

   Participate and contribute to the betterment of the association 

   Giving above and beyond the call of attendance 

 

The Board of Directors will nominate three candidates and the members will vote for one. 

 

The following have received the award in the past: 
 

2008 Margaret Beatty 

2007 Linda Pelham 

2006 Jay Ethridge 

2005 Joe Moench 

2004 Arnold Grimes 

2003 Eddie Collins 

2002 Joe Mekalip 

2001 Stanford Brantley 

 

2017 Les Jeske 

2016 Jimmy Lanham 

2015 Lani Lanchester 

2014 Stanford Brantley 

2013 Tammy Lenamond 

2012 Ken Wilkinson 

2011 Dan Eudy 

2010 Vi Bourns 

2009 Randy Bobo 
 

2000 Gloria Harmon 

1999 Royce Pelham 

1998 Don Johnson 

1997 J.W. Knight 

1996 Dick Counts 

1995 Inez Wade 

1994 Ralph Johnson 

1993 R.T. Hutchins 
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East Texas Fair and ETBA Members 

 

Health Advisory: 

 

Did any of you hear the news tonight on KETK channel? Tyler health officials are inves�ga�ng      

connec�ons of people with Legionnaires' disease with a!endance at the ET Fair last month... Seven 

people have it. All involved were at the ET Fair.  Please check out the story on their Web Site.  I am 

not aware of all those members who worked at the ET Fair but we need to get that word out.  

Symptoms are on the web site. They report the bacterium was in the water.   

 

Based on the signup sheet, here is the list of members that worked the fair: 
 

• Jeanne and David Largent 

• Connie and Eddie Collins 

• Joe/Kathy Laws 

• Jennifer Palmer 

• Jeff, Madison, and Nicole Gurley 

• Charlie Soape 

• Dennis Milliron 

• M Cherry 

• Doug Courson 

• Danise Davis 

• Mike/Pam Philley 

• Steve/Pat Foose 

• Laura Pla! 

• Jennifer Babyal (?) 

• Tom/Thomasine Sanguedolce 

• Joe Moench 

• Ma! Thomas 

• John Stewart 

• Jim Holt 

• Dana Anderson 

• Tish Kennedy 

• TJ Rully (?) 

• Les Jeske 

• Barb Werkmeister 

• Marcus/Lynne!e Jennings 

• James MacBride 

• Dick Counts 


