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The November 2020 Club Updates… Important Member Notices on page 4. 
 

Hello! Since we won’t be hosting a meeting this month I thought it would be nice                              
to let you all know about some online programs that you may find helpful.  

First, since we typically do our honey competition this month, I thought I would recommend you 
check out the American Honey Tasting Society. It was founded by honey sommelier (yes, that’s a 
thing!) Carla Marina Marchese and I find it so exciting that she has created the leading resource for 
honey sensory education through this program. While I love to enjoy honey from other areas, she 
takes it to a whole new level, even analyzing the absence/presence of smoke used when pulling    

honey. The website is https://www.americanhoneytastingsociety.com/.  
Also, for those looking for an online beekeeping course, TAMU is offering a beginner beekeeper 
course that can be taken any time. It is a 4 hour class and the cost is $45.50. The link to learn more 

and register is https://agrilifelearn.tamu.edu/product?catalog=ENTO-025.  
 

I hope you all are staying well and I look forward to (hopefully) seeing  
everyone’s faces in person in January.  

 
 

 

 

ELZNER FARMS, LLC ~ WE SELL BEES! 
New Summerfield, Texas 

www.elznerfarms.com or elznerfarms@gmail.com 
We offer pure, raw, local honey & bees to our surrounding communities. 
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 Most of the beekeeping work for the year should be completed by November.  If you 
have not done a mite check, you should complete that as soon as possible.  The “winter bees” 
have been emerging in the hive for some time now.  These are the long-lived bees that will get 
the hive through winter and bring them into spring next year with a bang.  However, this all         
depends on the mite load with which the hive goes into winter.  Hives with heavy mite loads  
are much more likely to fail during winter than hives with small mite loads. 

 

 A recent article in the ABJ from researchers in Florida (where it is SHB weather all twelve months  
of the year) indicates success in helping to control the small hive beetles by putting pieces of Swiffer      
unscented sheets in the corners of the hive where bees like to trap the beetles.  Bees normally run the 
beetles into the hive  corners and “jail” them there.  The Swiffer sheets help entangle the beetles.  Check 
the Swiffer sheets whenever you are in the hive and change them at regular intervals. 
 

 Next time you are in your apiary, use your hive tool to check the entrance to each hive.  Bees may 
be beginning to reduce the entrance with propolis.  The hive in my driveway has already added propolis to  
the inside edge of the brood chamber entrance and to the front edge of all brood frames that are just     
inside the opening.  If you look closely, you should be able to see many small holes the bees are using   
as an entrance or exit.  If you let them do their thing, they will remove this doorway propolis next spring  as 
the weather begins to warm.  If you have not already done so, install your entrance reducers if the bees 
have not already built their own. 
 

 November we will see the first killing frosts in most of our East Texas area.   Before that occurs, it 
would be an excellent time to clean the area around your hive locations. During 
the winter, you can place roofing paper,  shingles, carpet or pieces of tin on the 
ground around and under each hive to help control the weeds and grass that will 
begin to grow next spring.  Fire ants that are still moving in under these weed 
control methods, can be treated by raising the covering and applying fire ant 
granules underneath.  I have never had hives damaged by doing this.   
 

 There seems to be a great crop of bright yellow Goldenrod flowers in the fields and along the    
highways.  Most people do not like to eat Goldenrod honey because of its taste and smell but it is great 
winter food for the bees.  As many journal writers comment in their articles, nectar collected by the bees is 
certainly better food than the sugar water or corn syrup we feed them later in the winter. How do you know 
if the hive has enough stores to make it through the winter?  A good indication is to try lifting the rear of the 
hive with two fingers.  Use your hive tool to make sure the hive is not stuck to the stand, then lift it with two 
fingers placed in the center back of the bottom board.  If the hive is easily lifted, you should     consider 
feeding with a 2:1 sugar water solution.  Hives with two brood bodies that are difficult to lift should winter 
without additional feeding at this time.  You should check them again in mid-to-late December. 
 

 While you are doing hive inspections, consider moving old dark combs to the outer edge of the 
brood box. These combs that now contain honey and pollen should be empty by March of next spring and 
can be replaced with frames of new foundation or newly drawn comb.  DO NOT put frames of foundation 
in the center of the brood box, always add them to the sides and let the bees completely draw them out. 
 
 
 

Have you checked the Wild Persimmon seeds to get winter 
weather predictions for your area?  Open the seed and 

check the shape of the embryo - is it a knife, fork or spoon?                   
A knife means really cold weather,  a spoon means wet     

weather, and a fork is nice weather.  I found a spoon in all 
the seeds that I had checked in the Jefferson, Texas area.  
Therefore, I have my rubber boots ready to go by the door! 

~ Mr. Stan Brantley 
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This afternoon, I had a call from a man looking for a beekeeper to put bees on his property.  This is a 
conversation I’ve had with at least 12-15 different people just this year.  When the State of Texas 
changed property tax laws qualifying honey bees as an agricultural activity for property tax purposes,  
the interest in getting honey bees went way up.   
 

This creates a possible opportunity for those of us who are already beekeepers.  If you have only one or two locations 
for your bees, another suitable location can be helpful in both managing hives and producing honey.  Let me or any   
of the other ETBA leaders know if you’re interested in another apiary location and we’ll contact you when we hear 
from someone near you.    
 

We hear about other opportunities as well.  I’ve had more than one person approach me this year about buying     
beeswax (not something I normally sell).  “Bee Pollen” is something that comes up regularly.  I know no one in East 
Texas that sells pollen, but there’s a modest market if anyone is interested.  Do you have bees or queens for sale?  
How about sugar, corn syrup, or pollen frames? Maybe you make your equipment and would like to sell your surplus 
inventory.  I even get customers who want honey, but I’m in the wrong part of Smith County and they want honey 
closer to their home.  All of these and more are good opportunities for you to help fund your beekeeping hobby/
business.  Let us know and we can direct people your way when we get contacted. 
 

November is the month I get serious about the upcoming winter.  This is the time to make sure your bees have        
adequate honey for the next 3-4 months.  I evaluate stores across each apiary, trading frames between hives to     
equalize honey.  Four (deep) frames of honey is the minimum, more is better.  Even though there’s a fall honey flow, 
it appears to be relatively modest like most years.  So I’m feeding some of my bees to build up stores and/or continue 
brood  production for a strong winter colony.  This is also the time I’ll do a final mite check for the year, treating my 
bees if mite counts have jumped up since my late summer treatment.   
 

 

Just a quick update on my “bottomless” hive……I checked yesterday and this hive is very strong!  This is 6 months 
without a bottom board and doing well.  Frankly, this is all the test I want to do for this concept, so I went ahead and 
put a bottom board on the hive.  Call it cold feet if you want, but it’s hard to believe that this is a good wintertime   
approach.  Let me know if you try any novel ideas and how it works out. 

 
 
 

ETBA Executive Director; Jim Biles 

The new Texas “Love Honey Bees”   license plate.  This will not only generate 
some ‘bee talk’,  but $22 of the $30 fee goes to bee education and research.  
I’ve ordered mine?..will you join me in putting these plates on your vehicle 
too ?     You can order plates at : 

https://www.txdmv.gov/motorists/license-plates/specialty-license-plates 
 

* In the (green) search menu on the right side of the page, type in honey bees and then click on the image.    
Another small window will open and you can order yours!  Your new Texas honey bee plates should be 
ready for pick up in approx.  3-5 weeks. 

1. creeper  11. ed   21. bee  

2. eater  12. p   22. suckle 

3. guide  13. badger 

4. moon  14. bear 

5. comb  15. berry 

6. bees  16. cakes 

7. dew  17. child 

8. pot  18. bells 

9. bun  19. pie 

10. ful   20. bit-o  
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♦ 2020 has been a crazy year.  The Board of Directors is eager to finish the year 

and start a new one.  I’m sure you feel the same.  Since we only held three             

in-person mee"ngs and COVID has been hard on many people, the Board         

unanimously voted to gi( each paid member in 2020 with a free year in 

2021.   Now if you’d like to contribute you may, we will s"ll take your dona"on,    

but this is our gi( to you.   
 

♦ November and December mee"ngs are cancelled.  We have had very low a-endance on Zoom,       

so we will not be offering virtual mee"ngs moving forward.  Normally, we have the  honey tas"ng  

in November.  We will probably push this to the January mee"ng.  More informa"on to follow.  We 

DO have plans to begin 2021 with in-person mee"ngs on January 7
th

.  
 

♦ The Board has also voted to not have a Beekeeper of the Year for 2020.  We will try again in 

2021. 
 

♦ If you will be selling nucs, equipment, queens, etc. and want to let the club know, please send  

us details of what you are selling, when you will take orders, and your contact informa"on.  We 

plan to put the lis"ngs in the newsle-er as well as Facebook. 
 

♦ The Queen/Ambassador program is looking for another young person willing to represent the 

club and educate the public about bees.  If interested, please fill out the applica"on and email it 

to etba.educa"on@gmail.com (provide the link in your e-mail). 
 

♦ 6.   The Youth Scholarship Program will also resume in 2021.  If you know a youth between the 

ages of 12 to 17 that is interested in becoming a beekeeper,  please point them to our scholarship 

applica"on.  Due by January 15, 2021.  h-ps://www.etba.info/wp-content/uploads/2018/05/

SCHOLARSHIPAPPLICATION-1.pdf 

♦ 7.   More informa"on to come, but we do plan to offer an Introductory Bee Class in 

2021.     Tenta"vely set for April.  If you paid for the class in 2020, you are welcome to join 

us.  However, if you wish for a refund, please email Jennifer Palmer (Treasurer) for a full refund. 
  
I know this is a lot of information but we wanted to keep each of you informed with decisions being made 
and our plans for 2021.  As we enter the Fall and holiday season, we wish the very best to each of you. 
May we treasure our family and friends and all the many blessings we still experience each and  every 
day EVEN in the midst of a crazy year. 
 

 God Bless Each of You! 
 ~ Melissa Maeker 

 President, ETBA 
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Hello Beekeepers! 
 

With this year winding down and winter approaching, it is now time to begin thinking about the spring! 
That magical time of year for beekeepers. What must we do to prepare for it? We must feed and treat our 
bees to keep them healthy for the upcoming winter months and build and prepare our equipment.      
However, what if you don’t have bees? What if you want more bees? That is where we at CNC Honey 

Farms are here to help. We will begin selling our bees on January 1st, 2021, and this year we are offering presales 
in the form of gift certificates. I want to take this opportunity to explain how we sell bees and all that we can provide 
you with for Spring 2021. 

 

         My father began selling bees years ago, and while the format has changed slightly over time, our goal 
is still the same; to sell you quality bees. We will work with you to make sure you get them in a way that works for 
you. For as we all know, there are as many ways to keep bees as there are beekeepers. We sell bees to you in five 
different options, and all will be available for pick up in Whitehouse or the Crockett area by mid-April. Though we sell 
five options, all are guaranteed to come with five-plus frames of brood, honey, a new queen, and a lot of bees.     
Below are our options explained. We feel that these options will cover all your needs, but please do not hesitate to  
contact us if you require anything else. 

 
�      Option One – Four Frame Nuc $150 – This is a four-frame nuc in a cardboard box. This option comes with a 
new queen, bees, and guaranteed two frames of brood. The frames will be a mix of either wood or plastic that will 
have brood, honey, and pollen. There will not be room for the hive to expand, and a hive body will be needed after 
purchase. 

�      Option Two – Single Hive $165 – This is a full single-story hive that you provide the hive body box for when you 
pick up your hive. You place the order, and we will build the nuc in our equipment. Then, in April, you will bring an 
empty hive, and we will move the nuc from our equipment into yours. You will need to bring the following equipment: 
A standard 10 frame hive body box, a top, a bottom, and a strap to secure the hive for transport. 

�      Option Three – Full Single Hive $220 – A full single-story hive built in new equipment. No need to bring any   
additional equipment. Your purchase includes a new standard 10 frame hive body box, top, bottom, and eight 
frames consisting of five-plus frames of brood and honey: a new queen and bees. 

�      Option Four – Full Double Hive $275 – This option is a double story hive with a new queen that is ready for  
honey production. You will need to add supers after purchasing. Please note that the equipment will be in good 
working condition, but will not be brand new equipment. 

�      Option Five – Non-Standard $200 – This option is so we can accommodate all of your requests for starting your 
own hive. There are a lot of different styles and options available for you to choose from as a beekeeper. However, 
not all run well along with our standard equipment. This package is for the non-standard such as Top Bar Hives, 
Flow Hives, or something else you would like to use as a hive. 

All of these options will be available for ordering starting January 1st. You do not have to pay until you pick up 
your bees in mid-April. However, are you wanting to purchase your bees now? Do you have someone who would 
enjoy the gift of bees for Christmas? We are now offering gift certificates for any of the above options. You must  
prepay, and a gift certificate will be mailed to you. Gift baskets of goodies from CNC Honey Farms will also be   
available for purchase to send with your gift certificate. 
 

If you are interested in purchasing a gift certificate or have any questions about buying bees from CNC Honey 
Farms, please contact me. Please check out our website as I update it with current information from CNC Honey 
Farms. https://cncfarms.com/      

Stay safe everyone, and hopefully we                
will begin meetings again soon!  

 

 

 

 

~ Connie Collins 
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…from the Editor 

Happy Thanksgiving Happy Thanksgiving Happy Thanksgiving Happy Thanksgiving 
and please stay safe!and please stay safe!and please stay safe!and please stay safe!    

 ~Trish Wilson 

 

HONEY WORD GAME; created by the editor.  
 

OBJECTIVE; To complete the words containing the word HONEY in them by using the given 
letters.  RULES; Can use each letter only one time. 
 

Use the left over letters to discover the Bonus Word.  Do you know any other “honey words”? 

 

E  O  T  B   E  P  O  I   T  B  E  I  P  S  L  E  L  B  D  L  I  H  R 
 
B  S  E  K  A  Y  C  R  E  R  R  A  E  B  E  R  G  B  C  A  P  C  D 
 
D  L  E  F  U  U  N  B  W  D  E   S   E  E  B  C  M  O  N  M  O 
 
O  D  E  G  U  I   R   T  E  A  E  E  L  K  S  C  U  R  E  E  P  E  B  

Words containing honey 
 

1.    honey  _ _ _ _ _ _ _    (plant) 

2.    honey _ _ _ _ _     (bird) 

3.    honey _ _ _ _ _     (handbook) 

4.    honey _ _ _ _        (occasion) 

5.    honey _ _ _ _        (structure) 

6.    honey _ _ _ _        (more than one) 

7.    honey _ _ _          (melon) 

8.    honey _ _ _          (container) 

9.    honey _ _ _          (baked good) 

10.   honey _ _ _          (full of honey) 

11.   honey _ _             (flavored with honey) 

12.    _ honey                    (fake) 

13.   honey _ _ _ _ _ _      (animal)  

14.   honey _ _ _ _            (wild cat) 

15.   honey _ _ _ _ _         (plant) 

16.   honey _ _ _ _ _         (baked sweets) 

17.   honey _ _ _ _ _         (youngster) 

18.   honey _ _ _ _ _         (plant) 

19.   honey _ _ _               (endearment) 

20.   _ _ _ - _ - Honey      (candies) 

21.   honey b e e               (insect) : example  

22.  Bonus Word:   honey_ _ _ _ _ _     (plant) 


