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November Report by Jim Biles
Just 2 meetings left in 2021, but we still have some things on our “To Do List”…..
November is our honey tasting contest. Get your honey ready so you can compete for best-tasting honey of
2021. Honey should be in an unlabeled bottle. To make sure your honey looks the best, try to bottle so that
you minimize foam and other extraneous debris.
We’re taking nominations for ETBA Beekeeper of the Year. You can make your nomination to any of the
ETBA officers. Think about those that have made a difference in the club this year through extra effort
and/or influence. We generally limit nominations to those who have not been voted Beekeeper of the Year
in past years.
We have an open position on the ETBA board. With Joe Laws moving into the VP role, his previous role as
Member at Large is vacant. We’d like to expand this position to include social media coordination for the
club. If you are interested, or know of someone who would do well in this role, please contact one of the
current officers.
We’ll be winding down the observation hive at the Rose Garden soon. If you haven’t had a chance to go see the
bees, this is a nice time of year to package this with a tour of the Rose Garden.
In the beeyard, this is the time to start “winterizing” your bees. If you haven’t checked your mite counts and/or
treated for mites, it’s not too late….please make this a priority. I also like to take time in November to
assess honey stores. If you have several hives, it’s smart to equalize resources across your hives. I do this
to help weaker hives, and if I need to feed sometime during the winter months, I will feed all hives.
This is a good time to plan your off-season activities, such as equipment building and/or purchases. With the
acute supply chain issues we’re seeing, it’s better to order sooner rather than later to make sure you don’t
run into shortages of wood, hive kits, etc.
I look forward to seeing you at the November meeting!
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F.Y.I.

by Meagan Elzner

The November Program…………..

This month we will have our annual honey tasting contest!
Bring your honey in an unmarked bottle (12 Oz bear or 1 lb. squeeze)
so that we can all have a taste and vote on our club favorite!
Also, we will be voting for Beekeeper of the Year,
so if you know someone who you’d like to nominate please do so.
Here’s the link
to the Beekeeper of the Year qualifications & past winners:
https://www.etba.info/beekeeper-of-the-year/
See you there!
Meagan, Program Director

ELZNER FARMS, LLC ~ WE SELL BEES!
New Summerfield, Texas

www.elznerfarms.com or elznerfarms@gmail.com

We offer pure, raw, local honey & bees to our surrounding communities.

~ Meagan and Isaac Elzner ~

Page 2

November 4, 2021

Practical Experiences in the Bee Yard by Stan Brantley
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Beekeeping should be winding down in November as cooler days and nights become the
normal daily temperatures. Goldenrod and yellow flowers growing in the ditches and utility
line right-of-ways seem to become a brighter yellow in the cooler weather. In my area, a few
spotty showers have fallen to provide needed additional moisture to keep the nectar of the
flowers available for the honey bees to collect and store. If Mother Nature does her normal
thing, it will not be long until the first frost will reduce the flowers to a dirty brown color and
next year’s seeds form and are scattered by the winter winds and rain.
With the arrival of cooler weather, we need to assist the honey bee colonies prepare for the ArkLaTex
winter. Hopefully, the Minnesota freeze of 2021 will not return this year and will certainly not be missed
by beekeepers. While the weather is warm enough to open hives, we need to determine the condition that
they are in. There should be several frames of pollen and capped honey and a considerable amount of bee
bread to tide the colony over until spring. In a double brood configuration, the top brood box should be
pretty well packed. Some frames of capped honey will be present in the bottom box. Capped brood may
also be present but limited to four or five frames or less. Depending on the prior week’s temperatures, there
may even be eggs and larvae present.
If you have not yet installed entrance reducers, go ahead and get them in place. They will remain in place
until spring. If you are not using screened bottom boards, be aware that the entrance reducer also reduces
the hive’s ventilation and can cause moisture to condense on the lid and drip back into the hive, causing
mold growth. I have been successful in providing top ventilation of solid bottom board hives by placing a
short (2 inch) piece of popsicle stick, paint stirrer or hardwood ruler on the lip of the inner cover. This does
not allow the telescoping outer cover to seal the hive and allows sufficient space for moisture laden air to
escape but will not allow robber bees to gain entrance. If your hive does not use an inner cover, place the
spacer on the top-bar and make sure the outer cover does not seal to the edge of the hive body. To ventilate
migratory covers, I use two eight penny nails, one on each side of the cover near the front of the hive.
The opportunity to install mite treatments is about to end as the colony may be in cluster mode when it is
time to pull the treatment strips out. If you are treating with oxalic acid by either the dribble or fume
method, the best results are achieved when there is little to no brood in the hive. Recent information
published in Bee Culture recommends only one oxalic acid treatment per year to reduce the harsh treatment
results to the bees.
The weight of the hive can be judged by lifting the back of the hive with two fingers. Use your hive tool
first to make sure the hive is not stuck to the stand. Then place two fingers under the rear of the hive and
lift. Hives easy to lift should be fed sugar syrup to allow the bees to store about thirty pounds of food.
As the work in the beeyard winds down, it is time to work in the shop cleaning and repairing old and
damaged hive bodies and frames. Frames from dead-outs & dark combs can be cleaned and new foundation
installed. If you don’t do these jobs during November and December, you will find yourself short of
equipment when the spring brings the new bee season or when that unexpected early spring swarm arrives.
Another important November activity is to determine equipment needed for the coming spring and get
orders placed with suppliers. If you will need queens for the spring, contact your queen supplier and make
arrangements. Do not wait until spring and expect to be able to find queens immediately available.
The Louisiana Beekeepers Convention will be in Baton Rouge the first weekend of December.
Texas beekeepers are encouraged to attend. Information is available at https://www.labeekeeping.org
THE GOT QUESTIONS?
The group will be open 6:00-6:30 before the meeting.
Join us if you are a new Beekeeper or have some beekeeping questions.
If you have not joined us before, ask someone to point you to the
“Got Questions? Room”.
We will try to help you find some answers.
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Hello Beekeepers!
I hope you are enjoying this fall weather that just arrived.
This quote by Diana Gabaldon, “It was a beautiful bright autumn day, with air like
cider and a sky so blue you could drown in it,” has perfectly described it. The weather has
been so perfect we couldn’t have gotten better if we ordered it special from a catalog. If you
haven’t guessed, autumn is my favorite time of year. We have so many special things to
prepare for and look forward to this season, like football, Halloween, Thanksgiving, and
Christmas. It makes me feel like a kid again, and I enjoy it every year.
Besides setting up for the holidays, beekeeping has its own set of items to prepare and look
forward to during this time of year. At CNC Honey Farms, we are anxiously awaiting the
return of our bees for the wintertime from North Dakota. During this time, there is a lot that
we can do, and you can do these things to prepare for springtime too.
The first thing you can do is make sure that your bees have enough food for the winter. You
want to make sure you are feeding your hives regularly so that they can enter the spring in a
strong state. Many new beekeepers sometimes ask what they should feed, and there are so
many different options available to you. Make sure you read up on feeding and try out the
many options available to see which method works best for you in your apiary. If you are
interested in feeding sugar syrup, we have a lot of it for sale.
Just contact me at connie@cncfarms.com.
The next thing you can be doing as a beekeeper is to plan for increases and decreases with
your hives. Do you want to split more in the spring to increase your bee yard? Do you want to
split to sell bees? If so, you will need more equipment, and now is the time to begin buying
and assembling any new hive body boxes, frames, and other necessities. If you wait until the
springtime, you may find yourself short on time and facing higher prices and sold-out products.
Also, the weather is so lovely now I can’t think of a better time to be outside building beehives.
Another thing I highly recommend is to make sure all of your beekeeping supplies are well
maintained and in good working order. How is your suit? Ensure you have sewn up any holes
and patch up those burned sections your smoker may have made on your suit. How is your
smoker? I know the bellows come off mine frequently, so check the washers and nuts on
them. I sometimes even add a little superglue or lock-tite to help keep them on. Do you have
straps that you use to move your hives? Make sure those are greased up and in good working
order. It is never fun working with straps when they need a good spray
Horned-of WD-40.
I hope everyone has a safe and happy Halloween.
Don’t forget to bring your squeeze bottle of your
honey to the November meeting for our honey
tasting! In the mean time, enjoy this time
of preparation and pray we have
a nice typical Texas winter.
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…from the Editor
Hi everyone!
This is my favorite time of the year, Fall season. I hope it’s a wonderful time for you also.
It saddens me to break the news of my resignation as the ETBA newsletter editor, but as
they say, “the show must go on”. So beginning with the December issue, there will be a
new editor to create the monthly newsletters. Jenifer Babyak has graciously taken up
the position as the club’s new editor going into 2022.
I have immensely enjoyed being the club’s newsletter editor all these years, and will
miss it with all my heart! I wish I was able to do it forever !! I’m not leaving and will still
be a member, so I’ll see you all from time to time. I’d like to say Thank You to you all for
giving me the amazing opportunity to do so much for the club.
I’m confident Jenifer will do a wonderful job as the new editor. As like with everything
new, there can be learning curves, but I’m sure she will do well. It may be a fresh change
in the appearance, yet still have all the wonderful articles and updates we’ve all enjoyed.
Happy Holidays to all.
Stay safe, keep your self, your loved ones, and your honeybees happy and healthy!

Horned-
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A NewBees Guide to Tx. Beekeeping.
Welcome to the adventure that is Texas Beekeeping! We’ve written this guide to
assist you in being successful. THBEA and TBA want you to succeed, and that’s
why we have put this together. Keep it in your beekeeping tool box and refer to
it often to know what to do and when to do it.

