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October Report by Dick Counts
We had 133 members and guests at our September meeng. Thank you for supporng our club.
I would like to say a special thanks to Kacy Cole from Dadant for speaking and bringing orders and to our vising
Queen and Princess Hope and Abbey Pe'bon.
As I write this arcle, we are preparing to kick-oﬀ the ETBA booth at the East Texas State
Fair in Tyler. Represenng the Honey Bee and ETBA to the public at the Fair is always a
highlight of the year. According to our club By-Laws, educang the public is one of our
primary missions. The Fair gives us an opportunity to share with literally thousands of
people in a few days’ me. I will give a report of our Fair acvies at the October meeng.
Our next big outreach project will be in the TBA booth at the Stare Fair in Dallas.
The Dallas fair runs from September 30 through October 23.
I will have more informaon at the October meeng about the days ETBA will be scheduled in the TBA booth.
Shortly therea6er, TBA will be holding its annual convenon in Belton on November 3-5. If you are interested in
a9ending the convenon, you should register right away. See the TBA website at www.texasbeekeepers.org for
details.
I will bring the latest version of my homemade beetle trap to the October meeng. I have been making reﬁnements
aimed at catching and killing beetles but not honey bees. This latest version seems to be much less prone to kill the
honey bees.
We look forward to seeing you at the October 6th ETBA meeng.
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HONEY QUEEN REPORT by Barbara Farguson
Hello All!
The East Texas State Fair is behind us with the Texas State Fair in Dallas, and the TBA
Convenon sll ahead.
It’s me for us to start looking at candidates for our 2017 Royal Court. Applicaons for the
ETBA Honey Princess and the Ambassador program will be available to pick up at our club
meeng. If you know a young lady or young man who is a beekeeper
and would like to join the royal court program, encourage them to
complete an applicaon.
Applicaons must be completed and returned by November 3rd.
The Royal Court Commi9ee members will be interviewing for the Princess and Ambassador
posions in November.
For any quesons please call me at 903 477-5299. See you at the October meeng.
Hello everyone!
I hope that you all have had a great month, and end of summer. I had a great month as I got back into the
ﬂow of things as the Ambassador. I have been pre9y acve vising some
local civic organizaons and also the annual Eastman Chemical family day.
During September, I went to the Athens Kiwanis and Athens Rotary club.
I had fun talking to them about honeybees and enjoyed answering their
quesons a6erwards. The president of the Kiwanis club said when I was done that he
could tell how very interested they were by the amount of quesons they had. I really
enjoyed the way that the group interacted with one another and laughed as they made
fun of each other. The rotary club was basically the same. I was not nearly as nervous
this second me, so I was much more relaxed on stage, and my chaperone could tell.
I had a blast this month as I warmed back up to my responsibilies.
At home, we were hoping to harvest some honey from our bees, but we had no luck in
that department. This month, my family sold almost of our honey. This was a problem,
as we sll have friends waing to buy some!
Our biggest problem was that there was tons of honey, but it was not capped. We talked to Eddie Collins last meeng,
and he said to take the frames, turn them upside down and shake them, hard, to see if the honey would drop out.
If it did not, then the honey was ﬁne to take. Armed with this knowledge, we went
into our hives to see if the honey was ready to take from our hives. Sadly most of it
was not, and the stuﬀ that we thought was ready had lots of brood in it. We decided
to put queen excluders on those hives, and are waing for all of the brood to hatch.
Also, if you can recall, the swarm that I talked about last month, the one that I almost
annihilated, well, I am happy to report that they are doing well, and they have made
several queen cells and are in the process of re-queening their colony. I am really glad
that they are making a comeback, especially since I had accidentally killed almost all
of them.
This month has been great, and I have really enjoyed all of my presentaons. I hope
that our bees can ﬁx the honey situaon quickly as well.
~Jacob
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SAFFE Day…. by Brittany
This past month I was able to a9end SAFFE Day (Special Abilies Family Fun Event). It is held in Kilgore
by the Kilgore Fire Department who put it all together for special needs children and adults. For the past
ﬁve years my family and I have volunteered for the event. This year I once again had the opportunity to
represent ETBA, as I did last year. I have always loved this event and was so excited when I found out I
would be able to parcipate again this year! I was able to bring an observaon hive with the queen which the crowd always loves. Children and
many adults really enjoyed trying to ﬁnd the queen, I also had the
children try to idenfy honey, brood, and pollen. I loved seeing the kids’
faces ﬁll with excitement once they found the queen. I was able to give out honey scks
to the children, which of course they really enjoyed! There were many people that
stopped by many mes throughout the day just to learn more and more about the honey
bee. There are several booths set up along the street ﬁlled with lots of games the
children could play and face painng. The Kilgore Fire Department even built an obstacle course where they can go into
a “burning” house and put the ﬁre out, along with many other kinds of obstacles. They had the Rescue truck there so
that the children could learn how to use the “jaws of life”, which is the emergency equipment used to extricate car
crash vicms. They actually got to see ﬁremen use the “jaws of life” on a car too. The children got to put on bunker
gear and take pictures with sparky the dog, have a dance oﬀ, and there was even a small parade. A6er the event was
over, a lady told me she was taking surveys and she kept hearing a lot about the honey
bees and had to come and tell me that the honey bees were a big hit! Since I just had
surgery, it made it a very long day with not being able to sit down very much, but children
with special abilies have always had a special place in my heart, so being able to
volunteer at SAFFE Day made the day well worth it! SAFFE Day is such an amazing event
for children and adults with special abilies and I was able to speak to over 400 people
who a9ended, and even some of the other volunteers and ﬁremen who were there.
I loved being able to share my knowledge about the honey bee to so many people and
seeing their excitement when they got to observe real live honey bees.

Planning & Planting a Bee-scape …. by Peter Cole
This year we converted our front lawn to a Bee-scape. This means that we killed the grass,
tilled up the soil, and then planted plants that are specific to honeybees. During this process
I learned a lot about planning Bee-scapes.
Planting a Bee-scape is not hard; however, there are things that will need to be considered.
An important aspect of planting a Bee-scape is Color Selection. Bees don’t see the colors we
do, bees see the ultra violet color spectrum meaning they see red, green and orange as or
close to black. Purple, Blue, White and Yellow are a bee’s favorite color. So when planting
keep that in mind.
Next you need to know whether the plant will grow. A plant that is great for bees may not
grow where you are. Native plants that are specifically adapted to your area are excellent
because they not only attract honeybees but also native bumblebees and green bees. In our
yard, we planted native salvias and they do great, we also have different plants that are not
native but have adapted to our region like basil and lemongrass. Another thing, don’t plant
hybridized plants. Most hybrids are bred for size and look and not for pollen, nectar, or smell.
We avoided those plants and tried to find heirloom or natives when we could.
The last thing you should do is plan for overlapping blooming seasons. Planting plants that
bloom at different times but overlap is suggested because it provides the bees with a constant source of food. We do this in our garden by planting cold weather, warm weather, and in
between weather plants. You can also provide a source of water for the bees as well. Take a
bowl filled with water and put some wood chips in it, they will float on top of the water, and
the bees will land on the chips and take the water.
My family and I have really enjoyed our bee-scape and look forward to the plants coming
back next year even bigger. We have loved seeing all the butterflies and hummingbirds that
have stopped by, as well as, an increase in bees!
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President’s Letter

by Matt Thomas

Get Out Ahead of Them
Just as soon as the summer honey comes oﬀ the beehive and is processed, my mind moves to what’s next. There is
always “what’s next” in beekeeping. Perhaps one of the most important rules that each of us lives by in keeping
bees is, “Get out ahead of them.” It is the golden rule of managing honey bees. It means that we have to know what
to expect from the bees and what they are capable of. If this golden rule of beekeeping is not religiously kept, you
and I will be very disappointed in our eﬀorts.
Just as soon as the honey comes oﬀ, bees need to be treated for Varoa. No doubt the mite level has kept up with the
bee populaon and will need a9enon. In addion to mite treatment, you have to expect that from mid-July to late
August there will be a dearth (food shortage). This means if you have taken a signiﬁcant poron of the bee’s honey,
you will need to feed the bees so that they do not starve. A6er a short dearth, the fall honey ﬂow will begin. You
may see in your area the Gaura Flower (Wand Flower), Co9on Morning Glory, and/or Goldenrod. The bees are
currently working all of these plus some other ﬂowers. This fall ﬂow is what you and I will use to winter our bees so
they can have good nutrion over the next several months. What I start thinking about this me of the year is the
cluster size. Going into winter with a ‘sizable cluster’ is important. If I haven’t treated for mites back in late summer
or haven’t kept plenty of food on them, my cluster size may be pre9y small and the chances the bees will make the
winter are diminished.
What’s next in your preparaons for next spring? You can expect the bees are going to come out of winter strong
and ready to grow. The winter months are perfect for formulang a plan for your apiary and begin building some
equipment for expansion. You must know that coming out of winter that your bees will explode in size.
The wintering cluster has the potenal to be an enormous colony in the spring. What will you do with them?
Will you let them swarm or will you make some splits? Where will you get some queens? Will you raise your own
queens? These quesons need to be asked and answered sooner than later. Every colony you have will need to be
re-queened next season.
The point I’m trying to make is you and I need to be thinking about what’s next and how we can get out ahead of the
bees. Fortunately, we have others to help us process that informaon. It takes several years to work the bees and
learn their limitaons, strengths, temperaments, behaviors, irritants, and potenal.
You learn the sounds of a queen-less colony or the eﬀects of a good honey ﬂow or a dearth. You discover what young
queens or old queens are capable of. All of this comes with some me and investment in working your bees and
having others help you understand the nature of the colony.
For fun, I would like you to take a look at this picture and consider how it is
possible to have a colony like this! During the President’s Moment, at our
next meeng, we will take a few minutes and talk about the mechanics of a
hive this big.
Unl our October meeng, “Get Out Ahead of your Bees!”
…. Go take a look and see what they need!
Blessings,
Ma9
October Program

October’s meeting will be a special one in that we will have a guest
speaker joining us; Mr. Peter Cole
See you there!

Joe Laws, Program Director
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Practical Experiences in the Beeyard by Stan Brantley
October means, or at least should mean, cooler weather. According to the calendar, it should be
Autumn on September 22 though we are sll seeing a6ernoon temperatures in the 90s.
Honey that you wanted to harvest should by now be extracted and stored for later bo9ling. If you
store it in bulk for too long, it may crystalize before you can bo9le it. You may have to ﬁnd a way to
warm the larger containers of honey to make it ﬂow into the bo9les.
If your bo9led honey has solidiﬁed, here is a trick to liquefy it. Find an insulated box or build a
wooden box large enough to cover several bo9les of honey. Add a 60 wa9 light bulb and place the lighted box over the
honey container. The heat from the light bulb should make the box warm enough to liquefy the honey in a day or two.
If you are using plasc containers, check frequently on the progress unl you are comfortable that the heat will not
build up too high and melt the plasc containers. I have actually used an insulated Omaha Steak shipping box to do
this.
Late summer/early fall in East Texas has one last burst of forage plants for our honey bees. Goldenrod, Bi9erweed and
Asters give the bees one last chance to store nectar and pollen for winter feed. We o6en menon that Goldenrod and
Bi9erweed produce honey that most people do not like. While it may not taste good to us, to the Honey Bee, it tastes
like Honey! Leave any late-season honey in the hive for the bees to eat during the winter. Pay a9enon the fall forage
plants, as they begin to diminish later in the month, check the stores in your hive and determine if you need to feed
sugar syrup to help the bees build suﬃcient winter stores. If you do not see your bees bringing in forage now, check
their storages, you may need to begin feeding right away. Your goal is to have at least 8-10 frames of honey (or sugar
syrup) in each hive before the winter arrives. Consider “equalizing” stores if you have some hives with an abundance
of nectar and pollen and some in need. This also helps ensure the queen has room to lay in those pollen packed hives.
These next few weeks are your last chance to make “fat bees” heading into the winter season. If your bees enter winter
as underfed “skinny” bees, they will limp into spring even skinnier!
Check your hives for a laying queen. Ensure that she has ample drawn comb for laying. If necessary, replace some
pollen-packed comb with empty drawn comb. You can use the pollen-packed comb in hives that have fewer stores in
the same manner as we talked about “equalizing” in the previous paragraph. Brood laid and hatched in the next few
weeks are the bees that will sustain the hive through the winter and be ready to spring into foraging acon at the ﬁrst
sign of next January and February’s tree pollens. If you ﬁnd hives without a laying queen, start searching for some
replacement queens immediately. They may be diﬃcult to ﬁnd at this me of the year. If you are unable to ﬁnd a
replacement queen, consider combining with a queen-right hive.
Now is a good me to install your entrance reducers. All ﬂying foragers are looking for extra food to store for the winter
just as are your bees. Wasps, yellow jackets and even other bees will be a9racted to the honey stored in your hives.
The entrance reducer helps bees defend the hive entrance from robbers by reducing the amount of area the guard
bees have to protect. If you are using a commercial entrance reducer, install it so the small entrance is open. If you are
using a homemade reducer or just a length of board, leave about ¾ inch open. Entrance reducers also help prevent
rats and mice from ge'ng into the hive, parcularly if your hive entrance is near the ground.
In my area around Jeﬀerson and Marshall, we are hearing reports of so6ball sized swarms in the trees or on the edge
of the Outer Cover. Each small swarm seems to have a wedge-shaped queen (not quite ready to start laying).
Beekeepers are not having much luck ge'ng these small swarms to stay in the hive. They seem to stay two or three
days, then disappear. Small swarms placed in a Nuc can draw a lot of hive beetles. There are just not enough bees in
the small swarm to ﬁght oﬀ the beetles. One evening around dusk, I watched the beetles begin to a9ack the hive.
Beetles ﬂew in and landed on the entrance. Bees would ﬁght the beetles for a few seconds, then let it go. The beetles
would then run into the hive. If you have never watched this nightly ba9le, try to be at your hives just before
sundown. You will be amazed how many Small Hive Beetles ﬂy in from somewhere and try to enter the hive. This
ba9le likely goes on all night long. You can understand how the sheer number of beetles can overwhelm a small hive.
The Got Questions?
The group will be open 6:00-6:30 before the meeting. Join us if you are a new beekeeper or have some beekeeping questions.
If you have not joined us before, ask someone to point you to the Got Questions? Room.
We will try to help you find some answers.
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The Life of a Young Beekeeper ……. By Angi Bennett
This is the true story of a young man, my son; Coy McKenzie.
Coy is 12 years old and has been raised in a single-parent household with limited ﬁnancial means. He has been involved with
4H for three years now, having shown rabbits, chickens, and goats with some success. He has held the posion of Treasurer
in the Smith County Show Team 4H Club for the past two years and is a Junior Board Member for the Smith County Junior
Livestock Show. Coy also volunteers with other organizaons whenever his busy schedule permits. You see, Coy is expected
to handle many responsibilies such as ge'ng up early every morning and taking care of livestock before heading oﬀ to
school.
He also has several household and ranch chores that he tends to a6er school and on the weekends. Coy has a younger sister
named Asa, for whom he is a wonderful brother to and readily helps in caring for her. He also loves the outdoors and is
entrusted with many responsibilies that most young men his age do not encounter, including, but not limited to the disposal
and processing of livestock, fencing, mechanical repairs, as well as, animal husbandry. Coy is a very acve youngster with a
good, gentle heart who wants to make friends wherever he goes. He is a hard worker and is willing to help anyone in any way
that he can.
How did Coy get into the caring for honeybees? Well, Coy absolutely loves honey, readily requests it in every restaurant, and
would live on it if he were allowed to. His interest all began while showing goats at the East Texas State Fair. He found the
ETBA display table and haunted it for two evenings because he found the live bee display so interesng. He spent a great deal
of me asking pernent quesons and learned about the ETBA Youth Scholarship Program and completed the applicaon
with great excitement. Coy thoroughly enjoyed the bee classes, was an a9enve student, and looked forward to the day
when he could have his own beehive. He received some wonderful mentorship which has been invaluable during his ﬁrst year
as a new beekeeper. His mentors were able to relate to Coy at a child’s level of understanding and made the beekeeper work
and responsibilies both fun and less inmidang.
Remember the fear and wonder when you were new to beekeeping? The very idea that you were going to be poking around
in a box full of temperamental sngers with wings was a bit unnerving at ﬁrst. Coming from a parent’s perspecve you can
imagine that it was not my ﬁrst choice of what I thought I should give to my li9le boy. Given that he loves honey and showed
a true interest in the science of beekeeping, I decided to go ahead and let him try his hand at it. I must admit, we would not
have a9empted such an inmidang undertaking such as beekeeper had it not been for the hands-on mentorship provided
by ETBA members. This mentorship through the Scholarship program and beyond provided the necessary stepping stones
from complete lack of knowledge of the subject, to basic beekeeping skills. As a result, there is a whole new family of avid
beekeepers added to the ETBA roster.
Coy’s progress and involvement with beekeeping, as well as his other interests, have made it
easier for me to teach my son the basics of running a business, ﬁnancial responsibility, and
personal growth by having these bees. I am so very proud to see how much Coy has learned so
far, and connues to learn through his experiences. He is currently running a ﬁrst year hive with 1
deep and 2 medium supers with future plans to add two more hives as soon as he can get enough
equipment to do so.
He made his ﬁrst extracon from one medium super, resulng in 40 pounds of bo9led honey!
He has already sold quite a bit of it and is keeping both ﬁnancial records and a log book as part of
the learning process. The money he makes from his honey sales he uses to purchase addional
bee equipment to increase his apiary. He has come so far, and as a 4H member, Coy also eagerly
parcipates in many compeons and events. Coy used beekeeping as his Animal Sciences Project
for this year.
One of these compeons is the 4H Record Book, for which Coy placed First Place in Smith County
and First Place in District 5 in the Entomology category and received a blue ribbon and a medal.
Thank you ETBA and his mentors for helping in giving Coy this opportunity to have a life as a
young beekeeper!

