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We had 86 members and guests at our September mee�ng.  Thank you for your par�cipa�on.  If you do not regularly 
a�end our monthly mee�ng, let me encourage you to join us.  It is a good opportunity to meet other beekeepers,   
exchange ideas, and find answers to your beekeeping ques�ons. 
 

Our club operated the ETBA booth at the East Texas Fair in Tyler from September 22 to October 1.  As I am wri�ng this 
ar�cle, we have set up our booth and are ready.  Several club members will be in the booth throughout the fair.       
Our bee booth always a�racts a lot of visitors.  People young and old are interested in bees and like to purchase local 
honey.  ETBA does a good job sharing informa�on with the public about honeybees and issues affec�ng honeybees. 
 

Our next big event will be with the TBA exhibit at the Texas State Fair September 29 through October 22.  If you go to 
the State Fair, be sure to stop at the TBA Exhibit.  See me at the mee�ng if you are interested in working in their booth. 
 

Did you know that there are eleven bee clubs in East Texas?  The clubs are working together to plan a North East Texas 
Bee Conference during the spring of 2018.  One of the proposed speakers will be Dr. Larry Connor.  The conference is 
currently in the planning stage and more informa�on will be available in the future.  This will be a good opportunity for 
beekeepers in our area and I wanted to let you know what is coming. 
 

I have completed my honey extrac�on for the year and soon will be breaking down my honey extrac�on house for the 
year.  My goal is to have everything winterized by October 10.  If you s�ll need to extract honey, please contact me 
right away.  I will work with you to schedule a �me to extract your honey but �me is running out. 
   

Our 2018 Beginning Beekeepers Class will start on January 13, the second Saturday of January.  If you or your friends 
are interested in taking the 2018 class, contact me before December 1, 2017. 
 

Les Jeske will be speaking and showing a presenta�on on Varroa Mite Management at the October mee�ng.              
Les is a commi�ed ETBA member with about 8 years of experience in beekeeping. In 2010, his daughter, Martha, a 
former ETBA scholarship student and Princess, and himself started with 2 hives.  Each year, they have added a few 
more hives to their apiary and as of 2016, they have expanded to 2 separate bee yards in the Chapel Hill-Arp area    
totaling 65 honey bee hives.  In the early spring of 2017, they were able to send 26 hives to California for almond      
pollina�on.  Over the years, they have engaged in swarm collec�ons, queen rearing, hive spli?ng and helping other 
beekeepers.  Aside from beekeeping, Les also dedicates himself to his career as a Hydrogeologist; assessing and        
remedia�ng various environmental sites containing soil and groundwater contamina�on.  His profession also allows 
him to manage drone inspec�on, mapping and surveying for the purpose of collec�ng remote imagery for engineering 
applica�ons. 
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Gree�ng fellow Beekeepers! Today I am going to write about a subject that has recently interested me: 

feeding bees. I was mo�vated to do a li�le research and decided to share what I found out. I will focus on 

the benefits of feeding pollen and nectar, as well as reasons why to feed. Feeding bees is usually to 

strengthen and provide for the hive.  
 

Beekeepers feed their bees for a variety of reasons. For example; many beekeepers feed their bees pollen 

towards the end of winter to get a good head start on brood produc�on. Some people feed their bees to help the hive 

survive a dearth; a period of �me when rela�vely li�le or no pollen and nectar is available for collec�on. While feeding 

your bees definitely has benefits, there can be some nega�ve effects also. For instance, when the bees are fed all 

through winter, the queen may con�nue to lay eggs all winter. You may be thinking that this sounds pre�y beneficial, 

but it  actually cuts into an important period of rest and recouping of strength for the queen. Also, in a weak hive, if the   

proper care is not taken, they may be robbed out. 
 

People generally feed sugar water and some form of pollen or pollen subs�tute. The sugar water is rela�vely easy to 

make, though the exact ra�o may fire up some disputes. My family uses 1:1, one cup of sugar to one cup of water, but  

I have heard as much as four cups of sugar to one cup of water. It depends on what your bees best respond to, so feel 

free to experiment. Pollen feeding has many op�ons; whether it is a pollen subs�tute or real pollen, a mix or pre-made 

pa?es, and just how to feed them are all key factors. My family uses pre-made pollen subs�tute pa?es and it works 

well. Many beekeepers feed pollen subs�tute, but feeding the bees their own pollen is gaining popularity. This is 

viewed as a more holis�c approach, and it is possible that it is be�er for the bees. Just like the difference between   

sugar water and honey, natural pollen is marginally more beneficial than a subs�tute. If you choose to feed your bees 

with pollen that you collected—make sure it is from a strong, disease free hive since pollen can spread sicknesses 

through the hive. 
 

I hope that you realize that most of the prac�ces I have men�oned are totally up to your method of beekeeping.      

Almost every beekeeper does things different and has reasons that differ. One thing that I do think is important for 

everyone is the �ming with your feedings- It will maximize the impact that your feeding has if you are inten�onal with 

your �ming. Thanks for reading!!!!! 

https://snapguide.com/guides/make-pollen-patties-for-bees/   
 

Video—https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HjiWleTwYrg  
 

Video—https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DILUenqMDAc 
 

Just to clarify a point. Pollen substitute patties have NO pollen in them.   

Pollen supplement patties do HAVE pollen in them.   

 
1  Cup  Pollen substitute (BeePro)  
½ Cup  1:1 sugar syrup  
¼ Tsp. Honey B Healthy or Anise Extract  
 

Directions; With hands, mix all ingredients in a large bowl until a firm dough forms. Pull dough into a ball and set 
between two sheets of wax paper. Use a rolling pin to flatten dough to about 1/4 in. thick. Cut through wax paper 
and dough to make pieces no larger than 4-5” sq. inches. In airtight container or freezer bag, layer wax paper     
protected portions & freeze for later use. When ready to use, remove wax paper from top only and set pollen patty 
across tops of frames in center, above brood chambers. Remember, remove any uneaten portions to dissuade 
small hive beetles. 

~Jacob 

How to make your own Pollen Patties for bees …  
Ask an experienced beekeeper as to when and how they should be used (the appropriate hive conditions,  
times of the year for Texas, etc.) note; to be used only in small portions per hive. 

…from the Editor 
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Early sign of EFB 

Honey Bee pests are not the only thing that we need to be looking for, we also should be paying a�en�on to diseases 

that could affect our bees. This month I am going to go over three different diseases that you might see in your hive: 

Chalkbrood, American Foulbrood (AFB), and European Foulbrood (EFB).  
 

CHALKBROOD 
Chalkbrood is a fungal disease of the honey bee that affects 

the larvae.  The fungus infects the gut of the larvae,       

compe�ng with it for food. Ul�mately this causes the      

larvae to starve. 

 

 

 

 
 

American foul brood is a disease caused by                       

spore forming Paenibacillus larvae bacteria, and is              

the most widespread and destruc�ve of all brood diseases.  
 

AFB is only seen from under a high powered microscope. 

The spores infect the brood food, and then get into the    

larvae’s gut. The AFB spores can only germinate in larvae 

that are less than three days old.  The bacteria will thrive off 

of the food that the nurse bees feed the larvae thus starving 

the larvae, and by the �me that the cell is capped the larvae 

will already be on the brink of death.  

EUROPEAN FOULBROOD 
 

European Foulbrood is much different than AFB, the main     

difference being that M. plutonius, the bacteria that causes it,      

is not a spore forming bacteria. The brood are posi�oned oddly; 

twisted, discolored, and eventually dried up forming a loosely 

a�ached brown scale. Although, it can to be treated with many 

different chemicals, EFB bacteria cells can survive for several 

months on wax founda�ons, so if a hive has been completely   

taken over and beyond  any treatment or gone, then the best  

 course of ac�on here too, is to burn the infected hive equipment. 

 

Differences in AFB and EFB  include the related symptoms. However, while AFB normally occurs in sealed cells making 

them look sunken and punctured, EFB normally happens in cells that are open. One way to determine this is to s�ck a 

toothpick into the dead brood. If the deceased brood is rope-like and s�cks to the toothpick, then it is probably AFB, if 

it is not s�cky, but watery and granular in texture then it is most likely EFB. 
 

If symptoms of these diseases are found, (there is addi�onal symptom and causes informa�on online), then it is     

probably best to report it to the Texas Apiary Inspec�on Service to figure out the best course of ac�on.  
~ Peter 

Chalkbrood Mummies 

Signs of Chalkbrood Disease 

Once the larvae is dead the fungus will consume the rest 

of the bee larvae making the cell look white and chalky,                

hence the name : Chalkbrood.                                                    

Chalkbrood is common during a pre�y wet spring and can 

be minimized by increasing the air flow in your hive                    

during the spring. 

Indication of AFB - 
Sunken/Punctured Cap The bacteria will die as well, but not before genera�ng  

around 100 million spores. When the bees go to clean the  

cell out, they release all of the spores. Then they go to feed more living larvae, the spores get into the brood food, 

infec�ng more and more larvae repea�ng the cycle. AFB spores can survive up to 40 years! Meaning, if AFB is not 

treated with chemicals and eradicated, then the only way to stop the spread is to burn all infected equipment.  

Internal view of cell            
containing 

AFB infected larvae 

AMERICAN FOULBROOD 
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Anti-Fragile Beekeeping 
 

I hope you are having a fantas�c beekeeping season.  We have had a nice late summer honey flow and 

the bees are looking great, but not all bee yards are equal in quality though.  Some of my bee yards are  

making honey and others are making very li�le.  Some even have syrup on them so they can bulk up for 

winter.  With a moderate to tremendous honey flow happening it would be advisable for each of us to 

make sure our colonies are not becoming honey bound.  Remember, if your bees are ge?ng honey bound it is unlikely 

that you will enter the winter season with a big cluster.  The queen has no place to lay eggs. This means, in essence, you 

won’t come out of winter with a large cluster of bees.  If you plan to split your hives in the spring now is the �me to 

manage their space.  Don’t overfeed. 
 

This past week I shook some nurse bees, in a couple of my apiaries, into a 5 frame nuc-box in the hopes of raising some 

queens for the hives that I didn’t get around to re-queening in the spring. There are s�ll plenty of drones hanging out so 

I’m safe to raise a few queens.  Much like being honey bound, a second year queen won’t produce enough new bees to 

make a sizeable cluster.  There are no excep�onal queens.  A queen has three big cycles and plays out aMer the spring 

of the second year. The goal is not honey but incredibly large and healthy clusters of bees to go through the winter.  

The reason you scope out and find good bee yards is not only for the purpose of making a good honey crop.  You pick 

good bee yards so you can grow healthy colonies.  Following a summer honey flow the bees always look weary; they 

look �red and skinny.  A dearth period following a summer honey flow is actually a good thing.  I use that �me of dearth 

to concentrate on their loca�on and health.  I treat them for mites following the summer flow and give them some   

syrup to supplement what I have taken off.  It is amazing how good the bees look aMer the dearth is over.  They don’t 

have the viral loads they had previously and are star�ng a regiment of feed. 
 

While I was making my cell builder the other day I realized how resilient bees are!  I also realized most new beekeepers 

are afraid to examine and manipulate their colonies. Some are also afraid of making bees mad or killing the queen.         

I have seen beekeepers take extra care not to squish bees when they reassemble the colony.  Bees are a li�le more  

durable than we give them credit for.  Many beekeepers don’t make splits to sell but shake bees into packages to sell.  

In the Spring - the colonies proliferate to a point of swarming.  To keep them from swarming, beekeepers will either 

make nucs or make packages of bees.  To make packages, bees have to be shaken off into screened boxes.  Ten days 

later, the colonies can be shaken again to make more packages.  Shaking bees is about managing the popula�on of the 

bees to prevent swarming.  By the �me the honey flow gets going in late April those colonies that bees were shaken out 

of are at full strength again and strong enough to produce a good honey crop.  A beekeeper who lets a colony swarm 

loses both bee and honey revenue.  It’s a failed strategy.   
 

I feel like I have been circling the wagon here.  What I want to say is bees are not fragile.  They are an�-fragile.  You can 

manipulate the frames, shake bees and make the bees mad all at the same �me. The bees will thank you for it and so 

will your honey and bee profits.  One �me I saw a beekeeper use one of those frame grip things and pull a frame out of 

a beehive without smoking the bees or separa�ng the frames.  He yanked the frame out and was looking for the queen.  

I about passed out.  The queen no doubt was rolled up on the bo�om board doing crunches exclaiming, “what a knot 

head!”  A person should be gentle and cau�ous on how he or she will manipulate the hive.  If you shake the bees off a 

frame in front of their entrance they will walk back into the entrance.   
 

Golden Rod is about to get underway and they will probably make a li�le bit of honey.  Make sure that your bees have   

plenty of room and don’t over-feed them.          See you at the next mee�ng.   

~ Matt 



 

Fall and Winter Preparations 
August 2017 in many areas was wet to say the least.  I did not count the number of rainy days but I     

believe we had about twenty days of moisture. We were all looking forward to strong autumn forage to 

take our bees into winter. September has been another story. Unless you had an isolated thunderstorm 

pass your way, it has become very dry. Fall flowers should begin to bloom on the roadsides and in the 

fields. We would normally expect this to provide nectar and pollen for the fall forage, although unless 

we receive a good rain soon, the fall forage may not be very good. I suggest you spend some �me watching the ac�vity 

at the landing boards of your hives, this will give you an indica�on of what and how much your bees are collec�ng. We 

are accustomed to seeing bees with pollen on their legs, indica�ng that they are finding good pollen forage.  

We do not usually talk about how to tell if bees are bringing in nectar. You cannot look at an incoming bee and easily 

see if she has a liquid load, which could be nectar or water. Bees carry nectar and water in their honey stomach. In 

�mes of heavy nectar flow, they may also have nectar coa�ng the outside of their abdomen from crawling in the    

flower. Bee scien�sts tell us her abdomen will be extended by the load in her honey stomach. However, I have not 

been able to no�ce this while watching bees at the landing board. They just do not stand s�ll long enough or allow me 

to get close enough to see if the abdomen is distended. However, bees carrying a liquid load are heavy and oMen   

clumsy in landing, some�mes landing hard or even missing the landing board. If you observed bees making a clumsy 

landing but have no pollen on their legs, it is a good indicator they are bringing nectar or water. Later in the day in hot 

weather, it is probable that more of these bees are carrying water to cool the hive. 

Let’s talk a li�le about Varroa mites. Prior to the 1990s, most East Texas beekeepers had never heard of Varroa mites.  

Even through the next decade, we prided ourselves on raising “chemical free” hives. However, by 2000, concern about 

increasing mortality in bees, and the eventual coining of the term “Colony Collapse Disorder” in 2007, had many      

beekeepers and researchers looking at apiary condi�ons in a new light.  Subsequently, we all became aware of the   

Varroa mite. In today’s environment, there is a lot of focus on controlling Varroa as a part of hive health.   

The September 2017 issue of American Bee Journal has an ar�cle by Randy Oliver about doing mite counts using the 

alcohol wash method. The ar�cle includes excellent photos showing how easy it is to use the alcohol wash count. The 

results of the count help you determine if the hive needs treatment. If you are not doing mite counts, then you are 

“hoping” your hive will survive the coming winter on its own. 

This is your last chance to treat for Varroa mites before the coming winter. Follow manufacture’s instruc�ons carefully 

in applying the treatment to the hive. This includes removing the applica�on media, whether it is strips, �ns or other   

devices, in the �me frames specified in the instruc�ons. Do not leave the mi�cide applica�on in the hive longer than 

specified. Timely removal helps prevent the mites from developing a tolerance to the mi�cide. 

AMer comple�ng the treatment and removing the mi�cide, do a second mite count to see if the treatment was       

effec�ve. Varroa are tough and adap�ve pests. Your treatment may not have been as effec�ve as you hoped.                 

If the mite count is s�ll too high, consider using a different product for your next treatment.   

Keep checking the hive weight while you 

are trea�ng for Varroa.  

Make sure the bees are s�ll collec�ng 

and storing food for winter.  Feel the 

weight using the two-finger liM at the 

back of the hive.  If you find a light hive, 

provide supplemental sugar syrup to 

help build up stores. 

Reminder -- If you have not yet installed 

entrance reducers, now is the �me to 

do so.  Fall is a �me for robbing by 

wasps and other bees.  
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HONEY BEE CROSSWORD 

For the answers; email request to trish.etba@gmail.com or 

look for answer key in next month’s edition of newsletter. 
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