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As I am wri
ng this, we are just beginning the 2018 East Texas Fair.  Our booth is set up and we are talking to  

visitors about the importance of honey bees in our world.  We are also selling honey and wax products such as  

candles, creams and lip balm.  The fair is always an interes
ng 
me.  We meet a lot of people and hear a lot of  

stories, many about parents or grandparents that used to keep bees.  During this period, we will talk about 

bees to a couple thousand people; many of them school children who come in wave a*er wave on school days.  

If you have never par
cipated in staffing our booth, plan on joining us next year.  You will it find it to be an  

interes
ng and enjoyable venture. I will share a report of our fair ac
vi
es at the October mee
ng. 
 

Looking ahead at club ac
vi
es for the remainder of 2018, we will be involved with the TBA booth at the State 

Fair in Dallas during October.  The State Fair runs September 28 through October 21.  I will get the exact dates 

we will be working in the TBA booth and share it at the mee
ng.  We will be looking for volunteers to join us.  

It is a great opportunity to teach the public about bees and to enjoy the State Fair. 
 

November is our annual honey tas
ng contest.  Plan to enter your honey.  Contest rules will be published in 

the November newsle4er.  We will also nominate and vote on our Beekeeper of the Year at the November 

mee
ng.  Honey Tas
ng contest winners and our Beekeeper of the Year will be announced at the December 

mee
ng. 
 

Let me encourage you to be checking your hives to make sure they have enough stores for the coming winter.   

If you find less than a super of honey in your hive, feed it sugar syrup.  How much should you feed?  I suggest  

feeding un
l you find 10 frames of honey or un
l the bees stop ea
ng the sugar syrup. 
 

2019 beekeeping classes will start in January.  I will be teaching beginning beekeeping class for adults and  

children, including scholarship students.  Other ETBA members may be offering classes, including some  

advanced or specialty classes.  If you know people interested in learning about bees, please share this  

informa
on with them.  
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~ Peter 

NATIVE BEES 

                                    Carpenter BeeCarpenter BeeCarpenter Bee   
Large, shiny, solid black abdomen 

with yellow hairs on the midsection. 

Bumble BeeBumble BeeBumble Bee   
Fuzzy all over with a hairy, 

yellow abdomen. 

Mason BeeMason BeeMason Bee   
Usually smaller than 

Honey bees. 

Metallic green or bluish 

in color. 

While most months I focus on Honey Bees, this month I am going to  
focus on several equally important native bees. There might be a variety 
of reasons why we can’t keep bees in a specific area, however,  
understanding these native bees gives us another option as beekeepers 
to invite these pollinators into a space. Bumble bees, Carpenter bees, 
and Mason bees are all important to our native habitats.  

Bumble bees are a large, hairy 
and social bee. While only nine 
species live in Texas, there are 
over a hundred different species 
found all over the United States. 
Bumble bees nest underground 
in already empty cavities, and 
they are probably the most like 
honey bees of all the native 
bees.  

Bumble bees have a hive, with the same castes as honey bees - 
Queen, Worker, and Drone. They collect pollen and nectar, and will 
make and store honey for a dearth. Bumble bees are a very social bee 
living in hives like the honey bee. However, unlike the Honey bees, 
Bumble bees have queen-less hives during the winter. Meaning that, 
the queen leaves the hive before winter, and then overwinters alone. 
Consequently, the population of a hive never exceeds 400-500 bees.  

Another native bee is the Carpenter bee. Large Carpenter bees are very similar to Bumble bees;  
however, Bumble bees are hairy all over, while carpenter bees have a shiny black smooth abdomen,  
and that is where the similarities stop. Carpenter bees are not ground nesters, or a social species.  
Instead, Carpenter bees burrow into wood, and lay their eggs.  Since they burrow into wood they could 
be considered nuisance bees; however they are just as important as all of the other native bees found in 
Texas. 
 

Mason bees are the third and last of the native bees I am going to talk about. Mason bees are solitary, 
and nest in already existing cavities in wood, trees, or hollow stems.  Mason bees are excellent  
pollinators of fruit trees, collecting pollen and nectar to store for their brood. While they are solitary and 
won’t nest together, they often congregate, building their nests close to one another. They are known for 
being one of nature’s friendliest pollinators. Unfortunately, bees that nest in pre-drilled holes — such as 
Mason bees — often get blamed for the holes that Carpenter bees or other creatures build. 

In conclusion, our native bees are important, 
and many times they get overlooked. There are 

many things that you can 
do to help native bees,  
including planting native 
plants, and building a  
Mason bee house.  

https://boingboing.net/2014/05/16/build-your-own-mason-bee-house.html 
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Part III — Managing your colonies. 
 

In the past couple of months I have shared some of the theory and practices 

that have helped me raise good bees and produce enough honey to sustain 

my operation.  Remember, honey is a by-product of great queens and good   

locations.  In fact, you or I cannot really have healthy bees without these two.  

This month I want to speak to the third component that takes you from the bucket to 

the barrel, so to speak.  This is perhaps the most elusive information you will probably 

ever receive about beekeeping.  I have come to find some beekeepers are little hesitant 

about sharing insider information with potential competitors. Such information has the    

potential to enhance beekeeping practice which directly impacts market prices.  A club that has 

upcoming new bee breeders and honey producers may put a squeeze on the market as well.     

The strategy for some is just to keep clients with enough information to keep their bees alive.   
 

I obviously don’t ascribe to that strategy.  I would rather people have the information they need and     

raise healthy bees and produce lots of honey.  Honey bees win.  My entire objective is for people who start raising 

bees to become excellent at the trade.  I recognize most people who attend club meetings may just want a tax         

deduction or extra information to manage their colonies. Or perhaps are genuinely concerned and want to make a  

difference for honeybees.  No matter what reason or goal you may have there is one truth, all bees grow and need to 

be managed.   
 

If you acquired a nuc they need to be managed.  Bees are like children, in that, they need your attention.  Neglecting 

bees is mismanagement. Not feeding, not treating, over feeding, bad locations, not mentoring, not manipulating 

frames, walk away splits, not shaking bees, not replacing old and ineffective queens, not raising queens, and not 

learning about the intricacies of the super organism are recipes for disaster.  If you want to learn about how to keep 

bees hang around people who actually have success in beekeeping.  Persons who run apiaries and persons who have 

teachable spirits are good candidates to follow around.   
 

Again, if you have 1 colony of bees or a 100 makes no difference.  They still need to be worked and learned about.  

Every one of the colonies will need to be split this year or they will swarm.  Each colony will have to have a new 

queen.  Each colony has the potential to be three colonies.  The problem I run across most frequently is there isn’t 

availability of new queens until the first of April when beehives need to be split the middle of March.  Translation-

You must learn how to raise queens by late February or early march if you are going to split the hives by mid-March.  

The first class I teach this year will more than likely be cell building and raising queens. It is a sin in beekeeping to 

let your bees swarm.  Swarming ensures you will not make a honey crop, have an inferior replacement queen, and 

unable to raise queens.  The only other option is for you to buy queen cells from a breeder.  Whether you are a       

beginner or have been keeping bees for a while you can raise queens.  If you can see you can raise queens.  If you 

have five hives or 10 you can raise queens.  It is pretty simple once you get a feel for it. 
 

If you want to find out the inner workings of a bee colony and how to manage them for success and health come to 

the club and ask around for seasoned people.  There are a few around.  Get the advice of different beekeepers.  The 

point is to find a mentor you can trust that will not give you misinformation or promote bad practices or management 

techniques.  There is a wrong way to keep bees.  There is a poor way to keep bees.  There is a good way to manage 

colonies and there is an excellent way. 
 

Not long ago I was listening to a psychologist talking about the faith on a television program.  He made mention he 

was not a theologian only a psychologist.  He was wrong.  He was pondering the things of the Lord.  He is a          

theologian but not a professional theologian.  In a similar vein, we are all beekeepers in route to 

excellent practices and thinking.  Find a mentor and grow healthy bees.  Like I have said on many 

occasions, beekeeping is part excellent management and great friendships.       

 Together they grow excellent beekeepers.       

       Have a great month. ~ Ma4 
Blessings, 



 

October in East Texas should mean the end of hot, dry weather and a burst of fall forage.   

For beekeepers, it is a time to ensure your hives are prepared for the coming winter.  Goldenrod,  

asters and horsemint will provide your bees a last opportunity to forage and store nectar and pollen for 

winter feeding.  You should be checking your hives to ensure that stores are present and you have a  

viable queen.  Hives with poor performing queens will probably not survive the winter. 
 

I have been checking my hives these last couple weeks of September.  So far, I have been finding good brood  

patterns in all of the checked hives.  As a general rule, I am finding the honey, bee bread and pollen is stored on the 

front half of the frame, closest to the hive entrance.  Capped brood is located toward the back of the frame, away 

from the entrance.  Most capped brood patterns have been really solid.  I have been a little surprised how good the 

hives looked, considering the very hot, dry summer we have had this year. 
 

I am sure most beekeepers reading this column are tired of my almost constant comments about doing mite checks.  

But once again, I do remind you to check the mite loads in your hives.  If you did not do mite checks in September, 

October is your last chance to check and treat for varroa before we move into the colder weather of November.   

I was asked, ”How do I know I have mites?”  The answer – if you have bees, you have mites.  Varroa is now a part of 

the beekeeping landscape.  The real question is not if your hive has mites but is how many mites does your hive 

have?  The only way to answer that question is to do a mite check.  If your mite count is above the acceptable  

threshold, do a mite treatment.  Hives entering winter with high mite loads have a greater chance of failure.  Follow 

manufacturer’s instructions carefully.  Many of the mite treatments require supers to be removed from the hive.   

After completing treatment, do another mite count to verify the treatment was successful. 
 

There is an increasing interest in using Oxalic Acid to treat for mites.  In the United States, the currently approved 

modes of treatment are spraying or trickling a solution of the acid into the hive or to use an oxalic acid vaporizer to 

blow the heated vapors into the hive.  If you are not familiar with using oxalic acid, here is a link to a Q&A article 

published by Dadant: 

www.dadant.com/wp-content/uploads/2012/04/2011/09/Dadant_OxalicAcidVaporizer_QandA.pdf 
 

Randy Oliver (ScientificBeekeeping.com), well-known and respected beekeeper and author of a regular column in 

American Bee Journal, has recently published on his website and in the ABJ, some information about an  

experimental technique for treating mites without having to vaporize or drip the oxalic acid.  Please note that this 

method is experimental and has not been approved for use in the US.  Until the results are confirmed and the  

technique is approved for general use by EPA, you should not be trying this in your hive.   

At this time, the technique looks promising but the long-term effects on the hive are not yet known.  Randy is still  

experimenting with proper oxalic acid strengths and other additives to make the process work better.  However, it 

seems to offer the promise of an easier way to administer oxalic acid.  Randy’s technique involves soaking blue shop 

towels in oxalic acid, allowing them to dry, then, placing them on top of the frames.  The bees chew the shop towel to 

remove them from the hive, causing the oxalic acid to come into contact with their bodies and kill the external mites.  

You can read more at:  http://scientificbeekeeping.com/oxalic-shop-towel-updates/ 
 

Two final comments about oxalic acid:  It kills only external mites and does not affect mites in capped brood.   

It offers a quick drop in adult mite loads but is not a long term solution.  Second, it is dangerous to work with and 

must be handled with care – dangerous to you and also to your bees.  If you do plan to use oxalic acid to treat for 

mites, make sure you study and practice safe handling and dosing methods. 

The Got Questions? 

The group will be open 6:00-6:30 before the meeting. Join us if you are a new beekeeper or have some beekeeping questions.  
If you have not joined us before, ask someone to point you to the Got Questions? Room. We will try to help you find some answers. 
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F.Y.I.   F.Y.I.   F.Y.I.   F.Y.I.   by Joe Laws    

See you there! 

Joe Laws, Program Director 

The October Speaker is …..  
 

 Ryan Giesecke 
 

Ryan is from Trinity Valley Beekeepers; and he will be giving us a presentation on 
“Preparation of  Hives for Winter” 

 

Also, don’t forget, November is our Honey Tasting Contest!     

…from the Editor 

Honey bees must tap two hundred flowers to make one drop of honey …. 
Remember, the sweetest rewards come from the hardest struggles.    - Nina 
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