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Last week I ran across some photos from last year’s East Texas State 
Fair.  We had a successful booth during the 2019 fair, with hundreds&
perhaps thousands stopping by to see the observation hive and talk    
honey bees.  Many of you volunteered and were able to see firsthand the 
excitement and interest of those who stopped by, especially the kids.     
I’m very much looking forward to getting back to “normal” where we can      
resume regular activities. 

 

In the meantime, we should continue to look for opportunities to 
educate others about honey bees.  A really good way to start a  
discussion is by purchasing the new Texas “Love Honey Bees”   
license plate.  This will not only generate some ‘bee talk’, but $22 
of the $30 fee goes to bee education and research.  I’ve ordered 
mine&..will you join me in sporting these plates on your vehicle?  You can order plates at : 

https://www.txdmv.gov/motorists/license-plates/specialty-license-plates 

In the (green) search menu on the right side of  the page, type in honey bees and then click on the 
image. Another small window will open and you can order yours! 
 

If you’re like me, sometimes you get behind on hive inspections with the hot summer weather.  
October is a great time to spend time in your hives.  You can check on the buildup of winter 
brood, assess food stores, test mite counts, or just enjoy being with your bees.  As always, you 
can contact any of the ETBA leadership with questions you may have, or bring them to the next 
Zoom meeting Oct. 1st, and everyone can benefit from the answers to your questions. 

 

 Join ZOOM Meeting 
 https://us04web.zoom.us/j/75145833903?pwd=MzMvMytDV09tMjFrNmZGU3N4SW9Kdz09 

 Meeting ID: 751 4583 3903 

 Passcode: ETBA 

ZOOM Web MeetingZOOM Web MeetingZOOM Web Meeting   

October 1October 1October 1October 1October 1October 1October 1October 1October 1October 1October 1October 1stststststststststststst  
Begins at Begins at Begins at 6:30 6:30 6:30 PMPMPM   

See Details.See Details.See Details.   
   

ETBA on the Web:ETBA on the Web:ETBA on the Web:   

www.etba.infowww.etba.infowww.etba.info   
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Practical Experiences in the Beeyard  by Stan Brantley 
 
 
 

 

You may not be up to date so let me inform you about what is happening.  Several 
months ago, Mann Lake acquired the Stromberg songbird/chicken business.  For the 
last few weeks the local Marshall, TX. radio station has been running ads for songbirds 
and chickens.  “Place your order now for delivery on September 19 at 1600 Commerce 
Street in Marshall, Texas.”  1600 Commerce is the address of Mann Lake’s Marshall  
location.  To make sure you are rewarded for your purchases, Strombergs’s has a   

reward program similar to Mann Lake Marshall’s.  You can earn “Cluck Bucks” for each purchase 
of songbirds or chickens! 
 

In the beeyard, during October we should see the bees bringing in lots of pollen to store for next 
year’s start of the new bee season.  East Texas typically sees a heavy Goldenrod bloom.  Since it 
seems that no one likes Goldenrod honey, why not put a super on the hive and let the bees store 
their winter food supply during this flow.  The natural nectar and pollen they store will be much 
more beneficial than the sugar solution you give them next spring.  You would need to check the 
weight of the hive to make sure the flow provided is sufficient food for the winter and going into the 
spring buildup. 
 

If you have not checked or treated your hives for mites this fall, I encourage you to do so before 
cold weather arrives.  The recent literature I read points more and more to mite infestation as a 
leading cause in fall and winter absconding.  A healthy hive should have no more than one mite in 
a 300 bee sample.  If you find a higher count, you should treat the hive.  This is much more         
rigorous than the traditional opinion that a hive should be treated if the mite load is 3% or greater, 
e.g., 9 mites in a 300 bee sample. 
 

Since you are not going to sell or consume the fall honey that is being stored, it should be OK to 
treat with the super on the hive.  Just make sure the bees consume all of this honey by next spring.  
They will then have a clean, dry super to store nectar when the spring flow begins.  If you do not 
have an adequate fall bloom, you can supplement with sugar syrup to help the bees build winter 
stores.  I suggest a 2:1 formula as they tend to quite readily store the heavier mixture. 
 

In many areas, October will be the last chance for bees to gather and store pollen and nectar.  
Shortly thereafter, the first freeze will come along and most of the natural forage will be finished.  
By the beginning of October, bees may have already begun to close the entrance with propolis.  
Stick your hive tool into the hive entrance to feel for any propolis buildup.  No matter what you find, 
now is a good time to add an entrance reducer.  Install the entrance reducer with the 2” opening in 
position.  Also, vent the outer cover to allow heat and condensation from the bees to escape and 
evaporate.  When colder weather arrives, this condensation can drip onto the winter cluster and 
may damage your colony.  I like to place a popsicle stick on the front rim of the inner cover to raise 
the outer cover just enough for ventilation.  Just take care that your ventilation stick does not      
create a large crack that robbers could use to get into the hive. 
 

Small Hive Beetle activity will slow as the weather becomes cooler.  If needed, you can add a small 
piece of pollen pattie on the top bars above the cluster as a pollen supplement.  The piece of pattie 
should be about what your bees can eat in a week.  Start with a one inch strip of the pattie and see 
how much is eaten in a week.  You do not want to leave a large pattie in the hive for a long period 
or the beetles will lay eggs underneath it. 
 

In our area, it is not necessary to wrap hives for winter protection.  Face the hive entrance to the 
East or South, provide a wind break as needed, and your hives should survive an East Texas    
winter and be ready to go next spring! 
 ~ Stan Brantley 
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F.Y.I.   F.Y.I.   F.Y.I.   F.Y.I.   by Meagan Elzner    

                  The October 2020 Program… 
 

Our October ZOOM Meeting will be with speaker; Texas Honey Queen, Virginia Allen. She will be 

talking about prepping hives for winter in Texas. Virginia is the daughter of David and Mary-Ann  

Allen of Richardson, Texas. She started beekeeping in 2014 through the Collin County Hobby      

Beekeepers Association Youth Scholarship Program. She then served as the 2018 CCHBA Honey 

Princess and 2019 CCHBA Honey Queen. Among her many interests, she especially likes to go rock 

climbing and backpacking with her family, volunteer at her church, and is an active member in the 

local Fire Explorers program. We look forward to hearing her presentation!  

Take Care and Stay Safe ! 

Meagan Elzner, Program Director 

Homemade Honey Apple Cider Recipe 

This hot apple cider is such a  wonderful Fall recipe. Apples are 

everywhere and you can use any variety of apples for this. Your 

house will smell like the most luscious Fall candle on the planet. 

Yield:  

1/2 Gal. 

Ingredients:  

4 lbs. (approx. 8 medium) Apples            1 Tbsp. whole Cloves 

1 medium Orange              1/2 to 3/4 cup Honey (to taste) 

3-4 Cinnamon Sticks   10 to 11 cups Water 

Directions:    

1)  Core and slice apples and oranges, no peeling necessary.  Place them in large soup pot.  2)  Add   

spices; cinnamon sticks, nutmeg, whole cloves.  3) Drizzle the top with honey, then pour in 11 cups of 

water to cover the fruit.  4) Note: If your pot won’t hold 11 cups of water, you can add remaining water 

in later as it boils down. Or your mixture will just be more concentrated and you can dilute it down with 

more boiling hot water after it’s finished.  5)  Bring water to a boil over high heat, then reduce heat to 

medium and lightly boil uncovered for 1 hour.  Reduce heat to medium/low, cover and simmer another  

2 hours. The juice should begin to turn amber in color when finished.  Add more hone and hot water to 

taste. The flavor should be sweet and spicy.  6)  Strain the cider through a fine mesh colander or through 

a cheese cloth placed over a regular colander.  Squeeze out as much juice as you can and discard the fruit 

pulp and spices.  7)  Serve hot. This apple cider refrigerates well and is really easy to re-heat on the stove 

top or in the microwave.  

ELZNER FARMS, LLC ~ WE SELL BEES! 
New Summerfield, Texas 

www.elznerfarms.com or elznerfarms@gmail.com 
We offer pure, raw, local honey & bees to our surrounding communities. 
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~ Melissa Maeker 

Club President ~ Melissa Maeker 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Greetings! 

October is here!  I might be crazy, but I am anticipating cooler weather in October.  Although this  

has been a good Texas summer, I am still tired of the heat.  The rain has certainly helped keep plants 

blooming.  The goldenrod is still blooming.  Did anyone experience a Fall flow?  Be sure to check 

your bees and ensure they are ready for the approaching winter.  One of my remaining chores is to 

treat for Varroa mites.  I am currently waiting for a window of cooler weather to treat my last four 

hives.  I will also be inspecting for honey stores.   

Remember that you can gauge how much stores your hive has by checking the weight of your hive.  

Since most of us do not own hive scales, I will explain Mr. Brantley’s method (not very scientific).  

As you stand at the back of your hive, use 2 fingers and try to pick up the back of the hive.  Is it 

heavy?  Or is it light?  If light, then feed!  I feed a 1:1 mixture.  Some feed a 2:1 mixture.  I cook 

mine on the stove (sugar and water) while others buy corn syrup.  There are pros and cons to each 

method but at the end of the day, feed your bees if they have minimal stores.  You cannot afford to  

let them starve. 

I did have another hive that died sometime after the honey extraction.  Unfortunately, I did not       

realize it until after the wax moths had trashed 14 of the 16 deep frames.  Yuck!  The bees absconded 

due to some unknown issue.  They did land on my pine tree, so I was able to catch them.  I am      

currently feeding this nuc as well as another swarm I caught later on and watching them as they  

draw comb and build stores.  It is late in the year so I will have to watch these hives closely.   

This is now the second time this year I have experienced a flying swarm in the air from my own 

hives. Watching that many bees in the air is quite a sight.  I made a video.  I ALSO started banging 

on my smoker with my hive tool and (not sure if this is why it worked but I have heard this advice 

many times), they landed where I could scoop them up.  My neighbors probably think I am crazy as  

I banged away for several minutes. Oh well.  I am already considered crazy for hanging out with 

thousands of stinging insects.  

     All the best, 
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http://cncfarms.com/  
 
connie@cncfarms.com 
 
https://www.facebook.com/CNCHoneyFarmsTexas/ 
 

 

Hello Beekeepers! 
 

It seems that this year has slowed down as we wait in anticipation for the cooler weather 

to arrive. At least that is how it is for me as I could do with a cool down. I read a funny 

sign online the other day about some bees that had taken up residence on a train        

platform. It said,   “We are aware we have bees nesting at the end of Platform 3.       

Please do not disturb them. Consider them as key workers and apply social distancing.” 

It was nice to see some humor in all that COVID has changed in our current world.  
 

I have found that this article has been incredibly hard for me to write, for I should be 

telling you how I am preparing to work at the East Texas State Fair. I usually would be making hand creams, lip 

balms, candles, and bottling honey in preparation for the fair. While attending the Louisiana State Convention, I 

purchased a book over bees specifically for this year’s fair. I had hoped to make some of the pages into posters for 

the kids to see   as they came to view our observation hive and get a honey straw. You should check out this book;  

I highly recommend it! It contains a lot of facts about bees with beautiful illustrations.  It is titled The Bee Book  

by Charlotte Milner. 
 

Unfortunately, my calendar is a little off this year, with COVID canceling so much of what I do. I hope everyone 

is keeping safe, and hope that all small businesses get through this difficult time. So, instead of making many  

candles and skincare products, there are other things you and I can be doing as beekeepers. The fall is a great   

season to begin planning for next year. As beekeepers, we are always looking to the future. Make sure your hives 

are going into winter as healthy as possible. Also, go ahead and start building that equipment. There never seems 

to be enough time in the spring for everything our bees need. So, go ahead and get a jump start for next year!  

Stay safe, everyone, and be sure to catch our next online meeting on October 1st. 
 
 

 

 

 

 

Club Vice-President  ~ Connie Collins 
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The following is a poem by Emily Dickinson.  I have tried many times in the past months to piece together eloquent stanzas on 

the wonder of honey bees.  However, I believe Ms. Dickinson said it all, but I shall let the poem speak for itself. 

 

 
 
 
 

 

The Bee 
 

Like trains of cars on tracks of plush 
I hear the level bee: 

A jar across the flowers goes, 
Their velvet masonry 

 
Withstands until the sweet assault 

Their chivalry consumes, 
While he, victorious, tilts away 
To vanquish other blooms. 

 
His feet are shod with gauze, 

His helmet is of gold; 
His breast, a single onyx 
With chrysoprase, inlaid. 

 
His labor is a chant, 
His idleness a tune; 

Oh, for a bee’s experience 
Of clovers and of noon! 

ETBA Ambassador ~ Carolyne Savage 

Your Friend & Fellow Bee Keeper,  

~ Carolyne Savage 


