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October Report by Jim Biles

This is my 7th year to be a member of the ETBA, and a consistent theme in the success of the group over
this time is that our members step up when needed. This was definitely the case this year as we prepared
for the East Texas State Fair. In early September, a group of members met for a workday to refresh our
booth….new shelves, new paint, new table covers. The booth now looks great! The work goes much more
quickly when members pitch in, and the comradery makes the experience enjoyable. (see photos)
We also have a full complement of members that signed up to work the booth during the fair. This is critical
to the success of the ETBA booth…..having members there to answer questions, discuss honey bees, and
sell honey.
There are too many members to thank individually, but you know who you are! Thanks for all you’ve done
to make the ETBA booth a success for this year’s fair. The fair is a golden opportunity to educate the
public about the honey bee, and it only happens once a year. Together we can have a significant impact in
educating the public on the value of honey bees.
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The October Program…………..
This month we will have Anthony Brown from the Ag Extension office out to speak a bit about
herbicide and pesticide use in relation to beekeeping here in East Texas.
Here’s a bit of background about Anthony:
He is the Prairie View A&M University Cooperative Extension Program Ag & Natural
Resource Agent in Smith County. Anthony is originally from Whitehouse, Texas where he
graduated from in 2016.
He later went on to further his education at Prairie View A&M University with a
bachelor's degree in Agriculture, and graduating from there in 2019. Currently he is working on
his master’s degree in Agriculture at Texas A&M Commerce. He has been employed by
Prairie View A&M University for a little over a year now.
In his youth, he was very involved in his family’s beef cattle
operation, and participated in Whitehouse FFA, and Lake-side 4-H.
We look forward to having Anthony at our October meeting!

See you there!
Meagan, Program Director
ELZNER FARMS, LLC ~ WE SELL BEES!
New Summerfield, Texas

www.elznerfarms.com or elznerfarms@gmail.com

We offer pure, raw, local honey & bees to our surrounding communities.

~ Meagan and Isaac Elzner ~
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The last wildflower and Goldenrod bloom will provide a natural pollen source for bees to
store from October until the first frost kills all the vegetation. A check of your brood
chambers may reveal three center frames packed solid with pollen. This indicates the
bees are doing their best to provide food for any new brood that develops in the late fall.
This surplus of pollen also indicates the hive will be ready to provide abundant food
resources for the build-up next spring.
If you keep bees in a single brood chamber hive, you will need to monitor conditions closely to be
sure there is space for the queen to continue laying eggs as long as the weather stays warm. To
assist a single brood hive in having room for eggs, consider placing a super on the hive to provide a
space to store any nectar that is collected. This would be a winter food supply for the hive and leave
room for brood in the bottom box.
If you run double brood chambers, the bottom chamber should contain sufficient space for the queen
to continue to lay as long as temperatures permit. She should have frames containing a good capped
brood pattern and frames of pollen stored next to the frames of brood. The two outside frames will
probably be filled with capped honey. There may be as many as four frames of capped honey on
each side of the hive. These frames do double duty. They help insulate the brood chambers while
providing a ready supply of food during the early fall weather before the bees cluster tightly and begin
to move into the upper chambers to survive the last part of the winter.
The top brood chambers should contain frames of capped honey and may also have solid frames of
pollen. Since the queen will begin to lay eggs under the cluster come spring, it is necessary for pollen
to be readily available to feed the young larvae that will begin to emerge.
If your inspections show there is little or no stores of nectar in the hive, begin feeding a 2:1 sugar
water mixture. The thicker syrup will not require the bees to evaporate so much moisture compared
to a lighter 1:1 mixture. In our area, a double brood hive with the frames in the top brood chamber
packed with stores should not need feeding during the winter months. As temperatures begin to
warm in the January through March time frame, feeding a dry pollen substitute and a light 1:1 sugar
water mixture should stimulate the queen to begin increased egg production in preparation for the
new bee year.
Are the corners of your hive becoming damaged because you always stick the hive tool in the corner
to separate boxes? This sometimes results in a small gap that will encourage the bees to eat the
wood out in the corner and create their own entrance. Try inserting the hive tool further down the side
to prevent damage to the corners.
Insert your hive tool into the entrance and feel for a bee-produced “propolis door” that is being added
to the bottom corner of the frames. If you feel a build-up of propolis, the bees are telling you they are
concerned about the size of the entrance. Insert an entrance reducer on the hive.
Combine a weak hive with a stronger hive. Weak hives with poor brood patterns are much less likely
to survive winter.
Varroa Mites: The University of Florida has a pdf file on their website with good information about
varroa mites. The pdf includes a “Resources” section at the end with links to several documents and
videos:
https://sfyl.ifas.ufl.edu/media/sfylifasufledu/osceola/documents/agriculture/varroa-mite-control.pdf
THE GOT QUESTIONS?
The group will be open 6:00-6:30 before the meeting.
Join us if you are a new Beekeeper or have some beekeeping questions.
If you have not joined us before, ask someone to point you to the
“Got Questions? Room”.
We will try to help you find some answers.
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Hello Beekeepers!
Autumn is here, and boy, the summer just flew by! Lots have been happening here
at CNC Honey Farms in preparation for the upcoming season. I hope you had a great
summer and are enjoying getting your hives ready for the winter months.
CNC Honey Farms sends the bees to North Dakota each year to work the miles of
canola fields and escape the end of our hot summer. I recently traveled to North Dakota
with my beekeeper friend, Amy, to check up on, treat, and feed our hives. Before our arrival,
a migratory beekeeper pulled our honey in exchange for our labor. I am happy to report we
were not affected by the terrible droughts the Northern part of America suffered this year.
I also enjoyed the nice break from Texas's hotter temperatures for a couple of weeks! It was
a nice change of pace to wear a jacket under my bee suit while feeding in late August.
Amy and I worked alongside other beekeepers in a group, and it helped the job go by
much faster. I always find working alongside other full-time beekeepers to be a rewarding
experience. We all enjoyed swapping war stories and experiences while treating our hives
and placing pollen patties in them in preparation for winter. The hives will return to Texas
later this fall for our mild winter. Well, hopefully mild!
After about a week of working, Amy and I took the long, scenic route home to witness
some of America's natural beauty. We explored Yellowstone, The Grand Tetons, and The
Arches of New Mexico for the first time. Beekeeping opened the world for me, and I
thoroughly appreciate the chance to see these landmarks.
After I arrived home, the breeder queens our farm ordered from Dr. Latshaw arrived
in the mail. It is always nerve-racking to pick up bugs worth so much, so I was eager to get
them safely placed into their awaiting prepared hives. Now we just have to wait until spring
to start the process of raising new queens from these breeders. The new queens will be
used for our splits and to re-queen all of or hives.
Horned-

The East Texas State Fair is coming up later this month. Like everything else recently,
I am sure the fair will be a little bit different this year; however, I hope we will still have a
strong turnout of people. The fair will always be a great place to educate the public about
honeybees and beekeeping. Even if you cannot work the booth, please stop by! I would
appreciate the chance to say hello to you and your
friends and family. Do not forget to spread the buzz
about our booth!

Hello ETBA,
I will be moving north at the end of this year and I have about 40 beehives that need new
homes. Anyone interested can call Robert @ (903) 286-5254 located in Grand Saline, TX.
Single brood box with bees $100, Double brood box with bees $200, Delivery fee $60
~ Robert Haynes ( roberthaynes17@gmail.com )

Horned-
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…from the Editor
Temperatures are dropping and days are getting shorter. It can only mean one thing . . .
The fall season is arriving! Apples, squash, pumpkins and more fill the produce sections with
plenty of ways to celebrate the season. From sweet treats to savory dishes, honey can be used
to make everything better!

Honey Pumpkin Spice Latte
A pumpkin spice latte without all the sugar and expense? That’s right, we made it! Our Honey Pumpkin Spice Latte is sweetened
with honey and uses actual pumpkin puree to get its festive flavor. Go ahead and have a cup or two! This one is guilt free.
Ingredients

Directions

1 cup almond milk (unsweetened vanilla)
1/4 cup of half and half
4 tbsp. pumpkin puree (not pumpkin pie filling)
2 tsp. vanilla
2 tbsp. honey
1 tsp. pumpkin pie spice
1 cup brewed coffee

·
·
·

·

Whisk all ingredients in a large glass measuring
cup, bowl or mason jar.
Microwave for 1 minute, then whisk again.
Microwave in 30-second intervals, whisking after
each time making sure to stop when mixture is
heated and starts to bubble.
Add your brewed coffee to your favorite large mug
and pour in the pumpkin mix.

Pumpkin Muffin with Pumpkin Spice Honey Buttercream Frosting
These are the ultimate sweater-weather snacks. Lightly spiced with cinnamon, nutmeg and allspice,
the muffin pairs perfectly with rich, buttercream pumpkin frosting. A great way to use your favorite honey!
Ingredients

Directions

Use any spice cake mix. Follow the cupcake recipe on
the box.

·

Frosting Ingredients

1/2 cup pumpkin
1/2 tsp. cinnamon
1/2 tsp. nutmeg
4 cups powdered sugar
1 tsp. vanilla extract
1/4 cup honey (light or clover honey is best)
3/4 cup butter
1 tbsp. milk– if necessary to thin out mix

·
·

·
·

Place all ingredients in a mixing bowl, using electric
mixer, blend until smooth.
Store in airtight container in the refrigerator until
ready to use.
Once your cupcakes are done and almost cooled,
take frosting out of the refrigerator and let sit for
about 30 minutes prior to frosting to soften.
After frosting has been piped on, place cupcakes
back into the refrigerator to set the butter cream.
Lightly sprinkle tops with additional cinnamon and/or
nutmeg if you like.

