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 Have you ever gotten yourself into a situation where you thought, “Wow….this is not what I planned!”?  This 

is the way I feel about 2020.  Such times require flexibility, and the August ETBA Zoom meeting was an example.  If 

you weren’t on the call, you missed some great discussion about beekeeping.  I hope you can join us for future calls, 

even if this is what we didn’t have planned for this year. 

Now, about beekeeping.  I’m hoping you’ve taken my encouragement from last month and tested your mite counts, 

treating if appropriate.  If not, it’s not too late and is the second most important thing you can do for your bees this 

summer.  (This most important thing is to make sure your bees have adequate stores and don’t starve in the summer 

dearth.) 

 Now that this is done, you can relax a bit because the beekeeping activity levels aren’t quite so high.  It’s a 

good time to catch up on chores (e.g. clean up and organize equipment), plan for the fall and winter (based on your 

goals for next spring), and try some new and different things.  I’m trying a couple of new things this summer. 

First, I’m making creamed honey.  I made some creamed honey about 15 years ago, and it was a hit with friends and 

family.  Frankly, I’m not sure why I’ve waited so long to try this again.  It’s a wonderful product, although not well-

known here in the South.  If you’re interested, you can find instructions on the internet.  Search “Dyce method for 

creamed honey” and you’ll get all the information you need.  Connie Collins has creamed honey for sale if you need 

starter. 

 The second thing I’m trying out is maintaining a bottomless hive.  Yes, that’s right, a hive without a bottom 

board.  I read about this in the ABJ a few months ago and was intrigued.  I actually bumbled my way to a bottomless 

hive.  In July, I split several hives in one of my apiaries (not a good idea….topic for a future article).  In the process of 

re-queening my new hives (which was the purpose of the splits), I discovered that I had set a deep full of bees aside, 

with a cover on it.  I had intended to put this on a bottom board and move it to another apiary.  But…..the bees were 

extremely aggressive as I split my hives (one of several reasons to avoid July splits).  Frankly, I couldn’t wait to get 

finished and overlooked the deep with the cover.  With just a quick glance, it looked like a remaining hive.  So when I 

returned to put new queens in the hives, there it was.  I decided to put a queen in the hive as is, and see what happens.  

I’m happy to report that the deep has a couple of frames of brood and the hive seems to be thriving.  We’ll see if the 

hive gets more than its fair share of beetles or other pests, and whether it can survive the winter.  Will keep you posted 

on this. 

 If you decide to try something new this summer/fall, drop me a note and let me know.  I’d like to hear about 

what any of you are doing that’s not conventional, at least not conventional to you.  And in the meantime, I wish you 

all good health as we try to get past this COVID environment.  
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September in the East Texas area is a very important month for the beekeeper.  Our bees will begin to 
transition from the inactivity of the late summer dearth to the fall buildup for surviving winter.  We as 
beekeepers, need to assess our hives and help as needed.  Check food stores, watch out for SHB, keep 
your hive strong and mites under control, and you should be reasonably assured the hives will come 
out of winter into next spring in excellent shape. 

 
 If you have not done a mite check , now would be an excellent time to find out how your bees are getting 
along with the mites in their hive.  Are they about to overpower the bees or have the bees been able to thrive with-
out a mite overload?  Sure, it is hot, but you still need to get this done for the good of your hive.  I have learned to 
park my truck nearby and, if I start to get too hot, I stop, get in the truck, and cool down under the A/C.  Once 
cooled, I return to the hive and finish the job.  I have found that I am usually able to complete the job before I get to 
the boiling point again.  
 Your hives are trying to make it through the summer dearth and at the same time begin to raise the bees 
that are going to bring the hive through the winter.  The hive may not be able to accomplish this if they have a high 
mite count and a queen laying a spotty brood pattern.  In this situation, remove all supers (hopefully you have fin-
ished extracting by now) and apply the mite treatment of your choice.   
Make sure the race of your bees is not the one that stops laying when there is a dearth.  If you do not understand 
what I am saying, you need to go to beekeeping websites and become more knowledgeable about the different rac-
es of bees.  Even Italian queens will stop laying when there is no food to feed the young larva.  See the TBA website 
for the availability of replacement queens.  The states of Georgia, Louisiana, California, and Texas have queen breed-
ers offering Summer and Fall queens.  Some of the beekeepers in this area report calling Georgia breeders one day 
and receiving their queen the next day. 
 To raise “fat bees” for winter survival, it is going to take food.  Some beekeepers feed 1:1 sugar syrup to ac-
complish this buildup of young healthy bees.  I am of the opinion that 2:1 sugar syrup would provide more food.  
Bees will take what they need and begin to store the rest for later use. 
September is a good time to start Nucs for overwintering if you have new mated queens available.  It is not advisable 
to the let the Nuc raise their own queen this time of the year as the availability of sufficient drones for mating is 
questionable. 
 I recently pulled a nine-frame super of honey that strained my ability to handle it. I decided to check the 
weight of the stored honey.  Using a grocery-store type scale, I weighed each frame as I removed it from the super.  
Total weight of the nine frames was 55.75 pounds.  I used a hot knife to remove the cappings and extracted the 
frames.  The nine now empty frames weighed 12.25 pounds, making the calculated weight of the honey at 43.50 
pounds.  I emptied the drain bucket into a bottling tank and the next morning added the honey that drained out of 
the cappings overnight.  After allowing the honey to set overnight so the air bubbles could rise, I bottled only 39 one 
pound jars. I did not weigh the cappings so I assume most of the missing 4.5 pounds was the weight of the cappings.  
If you ever try this, I would be interested in your findings.  Consider it an interesting project if you are homebound 
due to Covid-19. 
 The Louisiana Beekeepers did a survey on their website that was rather interesting.  Unscientific though it 
may be, the question asked was, “If you are a beekeeper and regularly work your hives and are occasionally stung, 
have you contracted Covid-19?”  A total of 170 individuals responded and only four indicated they had contracted 
the virus.  Interesting to think about.  Is there a possibility that the regularly working beekeeper gains some immuni-
ty to the virus?  If so how may stings would it take to gain immunity?  Or could it be that working bees is safer than 
being around people?   

 
 
 

 
~ Mr. Stan Brantley 
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F.Y.I.   by Meagan Elzner 

The September 2020 Program will be offered on Zoom (web-based) September 4th at 6:30pm 
 

 

 

Jim Biles will be giving a short presentation on equipment storage including specifics 

on how to store honey supers until next Spring. 

 
 

Take Care! 

Meagan Elzner, Program Director 

Can you believe that it is September? Even though this year has lasted what feels like forever, it still has caught 

me by surprise. Fall will be here soon! Without the fair to work this year, my calendar seems a bit empty. I will miss 

seeing all the excited kids this year that come to see the bees. Also, as the festivals are not in high supply, I will not be 

able to sell at them either. So, I am sure it will be an interesting season.  

As we have finished the extracting process of honey, we are now moving on to selling it  and enjoying some of 

the fruits of our labor for ourselves. While I might not be able to go to festivals and fairs, the amount of traffic coming 

to us is still steady. Also, the local stores are selling more than ever. Could honey be a possible cure for our dreadful 

times? Medicine does go down smoother with a spoon full of sugar, or perhaps honey? Don’t forget that online is a 

great way to sell your honey as well. Etsy is a secure place to set up shop, and there are always locals on Facebook that 

love to buy local honey.  

As the business has grown, we have been unable to answer as many swarm calls in the last few years. Howev-

er, lately, we have had a little extra time on our hands, and we were able to remove a swarm that had set up house in a 

patio umbrella in front of the Rice Rd. Brookshire’s Grocery store in Tyler. It was hot, so dad didn’t wear a suit, and 

he instructed me to stand by and talk to people and film him. It is so surprising the reactions of people. There we are 

with bees flying in the air, and some didn’t even notice. Others ran right up and began asking questions, and others ran 

in fear.  One couple got out of their car, and the man shielded his wife with his body and then proceeded to push her 

back in the car. Then they sped away as if the end of times had actually arrived. It was fun to experience all these 

things with my dad. It was also a reminder that bees do what they want, not always what we want. For not long after 

we had gotten them to our house, they had taken off again.  

As we at CNC Honey Farms move into September, we will be traveling to North Dakota to check on our bees 

and escape the heat! We will be treating and feeding the bees to prepare them for the transition into the fall and winter. 

Soon they will be coming back to Texas to enjoy our hopefully mild winter. Right now is the hardest time for your 

bees in Texas.  The flow has ended, and the miracles of spring have long faded into the heat of summer. Be sure you 

are checking and monitoring your hives. You want them healthy and strong as they head into the fall and winter to be 

ready again for springtime next year.  

The same is right for you as a beekeeper. I know this time has been challenging for everyone in so many ways. 

Make sure you are taking care of yourself and keeping safe. I miss the meetings and seeing everyone, and I hope we 

will begin to resume them soon. I also hope you will be able to attend our next online Zoom meeting in September. 

While it is not the same as meeting in person, it is a great way to connect and help others through beekeeping. Please 

reach out to other members that may have trouble connecting to the online meetings, and see if they could benefit from 

your assistance.  

In closing, remember Colossians 3:12. “Therefore, as God’s chosen people, holy and dearly loved, clothe your-

ETBA Vice President : Connie Collins 
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Stay Safe & God Bless!  ~ Melissa Maeker, President; ETBA 

 

 

 

 

 Hello fellow beekeepers!  Our first Zoom meeting was a qualified success however we 
missed so many of you.  Until we can meet face-to-face, our club will be offering an on-line 
meeting format on Zoom.  All you need is internet (or a friend with internet).  Join from your home 
computer or you can even join from your smartphone.   
 
Join Zoom Meeting 
https://us04web.zoom.us/j/75604631574?pwd=T3U4VDhPWnVKdW03RFN1NWIyRE4xdz09 
Meeting ID: 756 0463 1574 
Passcode: 8mfwr3 
 
Use the link above.  We encourage you to join us September 4th (Thursday) at 6:30.   
 
 We know that this year has been trying especially for our new beekeepers.  We encourage you to bring your 
questions to the Zoom meeting as well as visiting quality websites for additional learning.  People worth looking up 
and listening to include Randy Oliver at scientific beekeeping.com, Dr. Jamie Ellis from University of Florida who 
writes the “classroom” article for The American Bee Journal, Honeybee Health Coalition website, and the Texas 
A&M Bee Lab.  In fact, Texas A&M has a master beekeeping program that provides excellent power-point presenta-
tions and related readings to get you started.  Visit  https://masterbeekeeper.tamu.edu for more information. 

After a very successful honey harvest, I am busy with bottling.  However, I have a lot of wax-cappings and 
some old comb to process.  I decided to build a “do it yourself” DIY solar wax-melter.  Basically, a glass casserole 
dish with an inch of water with wire screen over it.  Add to it the wax on one layer of paper-towel.  All of this sits 
inside a hive body with a piece of glass over it in the sun.  I then added aluminum foil to sides of hive body to assist 
the heat build-up.  I started with old brood comb, which was much slower.  The cappings wax is going much faster. I 
may have to improvise more.  I would be interested in seeing pictures of anyone else’s DIY solar wax-melter and 
your success stories. 

I was able to treat most of my hives, but I am waiting on a cooler week to come along to finish up the last 4 
hives.  This year, I am using Formic-Pro and it has a temperature limit of 84 degrees.  Unfortunately, I might be 
waiting for a bit since Texas is….Texas!  If you have not tested your hives for mites, go ahead.  This is the time of 
year where mite populations explode.  Failure to test then treat could result in a hive loss in late Fall/Winter. 

Other chore involves checking to make sure you are queen-right in your hives. Remember that some queens 
will stop laying in a dearth so use care deciding that you’ve lost your queen.  If you find a hive queen-less, then you 
probably need to collapse this hive with another.  Although this feels like defeat, this will ensure your comb is pro-
tected.  Next Spring, you can split this hive back out with a new queen.  Remember, your comb is like gold!  Protect 
it.  If you are combining hives, remove the top from the strong hive, then put a single layer of newspaper on the top 
of the box, then add the hive bodies of the weaker on top.  Close it up.  By the time they chew through the newspa-
per, scent will be distributed, and the bees will not fight.  I have had to do this process several times over the last 6 
years, but it is a better option then coming back in a few weeks to find wax moth larvae have destroyed your comb. 

As we slow down in the bee season, reflect on the things that went right and what you would like to try next 
year.  I have made it a goal to try something new each year.  Now that I have welted wax from my DIY solar wax-
melter, I think I will be trying to make something with wax.   

Stretch yourself to learn something new about the honey bee this Fall and to remind yourself how amazing 
they really are! 
 

 

 

https://masterbeekeeper.tamu.edu
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The last few months in beekeeping have been exciting, though less involved 
than in earlier days.  I have been more lax in hive inspection during this sea-
son than last year.  I mostly contribute this to being more comfortable with 
beekeeping and trusting the bees to do their job.  However, being so busy 
with other responsibilities may be the real culprit, but I prefer to blame the 
former for this change. 
 
 One hive once again turned queen-less and a frame swap with a 
healthy colony was necessary to resolve the issue.  After what felt like an 
eternity (though in reality it was just a few weeks) of seeing no eggs, I am 

relieved to report that another queen has been successfully reared and has begun filling the near-empty frames with 
brood.  I pray these bees keep this queen alive for longer than six months, which stands as their record time.   
 
 The highlight of the beekeeping year was being able to harvest honey for the first time.  I have heard numer-
ous times not to expect honey out of a new hive, but I was shocked to extract almost one hundred pounds from the 
two I have.  In addition to my hive from last year, I ended up with almost 130 pounds of product.  
 
 Extracting was one of the best parts of beekeeping I have experienced so far. Walking into a honey house for 
the first time was like entering a honey scented  wonderland.  I had so much fun uncapping frames and getting to see 
an extractor in action.  I bought the honey home, a few bottling mishaps later, and I ended up with seventy pints and 
not enough people in my house to eat it.  What else can you do but sell it?  I’ve already delivered two dozen jars to a 
local farmer’s market, with more headed that way.  As of now, I still have ten pounds of honey sitting in a five-gallon 
bucket on my kitchen floor, taunting me to be bottled.   
 
 On the whole, I have to admit that this year as a beekeeper was a lot less stressful than last.  The theory of it 
and reality are starting to click and I have gotten (somewhat) into a rhythm that works for me.  Also, being able to 
get some honey was a huge success.  My family is thinking of expanding the number of hives we run, after all, if we 
can handle three, we can handle twelve.   

Your Fellow Beekeeper and Friend, 

   ~ Carolyne Savage 

Finally!! The Texas Honey Bee Specialty License Plate will be made 
available on September 1, 2020!  From the $30 fee for the license 
plate, $22 will go to the Texas Honey Bee Education Association 
(THBEA).   


